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DEDICATION. 


TO  TBB 


MIGHT  BONOftABLB  THE 

EARL  AND  COUNTESS 
OF  JERSEY. 


\ 


Mr  LORD, 

As  these  volumes  are  intended  to  sati^ 
rize  the  frivolities^  pNfusion,  and  licen^ 
tiousness,  too  prevalent  in  the  higher  circles 

A3 
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of  fashion ;  and  as  example  is  the  most 
impressive  remonstrance  ;  /  am  desirous  to 
hold  up^  to  the  imitation  of  the  titled 
WANDERER,  a  rare  pattern  of  elevated 
rank,  ornamented  by  unobtrusive  worth 
and  correctly  polished  manners. 

To  you,  my  Lord,  and  to  your  amiable 
Countess^  dp  ly  therefore^  dedicate  this 
work. 

/  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  unfeigned  respect^ 
'    MT  LOPyD, 

your  Lordihip*s  most  obedieut 
and  most  humble  servant, 

THE  AUTHOR. 

'Brighton  Cliffs^  July  \9th,  1807. 
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PHEFACE. 


In  the  present  age,  when  mo- 
rality is  the  language  of  the 
lip,  and  licentiousness  the  de- 
votion of  the  heart — Authors,  in 
obedience  to  all  prevailing  fash- 
ion, aim  to  sacrifice  at  either 
shrine. 
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Vai  PREFACE. 

A  writer  of  celebrity  will, 
therefore,  with  all  becoming  mo^ 
desty^  announce,  in  his  preface, 
that  he  would  rather  be  consi- 
dered  dull  than  immoral  ; 
while  the  whole  spirit  of  his 
work  is,  in  reality,  composed 
for  the  free  indulgence  of  the 
prevailing  gii^^o  :^— and  the  mix- 
ture is  swallowed  with  delight. 

But  how  shall  I,  a  mere  Ephe- 
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PRXrACI.  IX 

mera  among  scribbliers — un- 
protected and  unknown — aim 
at  the  meed  qf  pnbiic  approba- 
tion ? 

I  do  not  profess  the  art  of 
giving  Protean  qualities  to  liv-^ 
ing  characters — ^I  do  not  em- 
ploy a  sign  post  painter  to  fur- 
nish me  with  the  portrait  of  a 
Duchess — or  select  a  female, 
distinguished  through   life  for 
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X  PREPACK.- 

all  the  milder  virtues  <rf  her  sex 
— ^with  grace,  wit,  beauty,  pecu- 
liarly her  own — ks  the  theme  of 
unlicensed  ribaldry. 

I  do  not  embody  gross  vices 
with  venial  trespasses:  nor  have 
I  forgotten,  that  domestic  apa- 
thies will  alienate  the  warm 
affections  of  a  heart  teeming 
With  sensibility. 
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PREGACE,  M 

A  Cynic  might,  indeed,  ^narl 
with  triuijdph,  at*  these  vile  dis^ 
tortions—r-so' congenial  with  his 
tenets  —  but  the  :  enlightened 
Moralist  wcwild-  hoM'.  up  the 
bright  side  oF  an  illustrious  ex- 
ample to  posterity,  and  veil  its 
foibles  with  the  shade  of  pity. 

I  have  not  trembled  with  awe, 
while  taking  notes  from  th« 
bribed  porter  of  a  g^^t  man's 
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hall ;  nor,  hobbed  and  nobbed 
with  a  powdered  lacxjiiejr,  as  I 
drew  from  his  volubility  the  or- 
cana  of  a  crouded  rout:  nor 
hare  I  mistdten  the  flippancy  of 
a  fashionable  vagabond,  for  th^ 
real  passport  to  poUshed  society. 

I  have  not,  moi'ally,  intro- 
duced a  dark  walk  at  a  masque- 
rade— nor  consulted  fairy  tales 
to  supply  its  scienery,     . 
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PREFACE.  jdH 


I  have  not  ridiculed- the  pa- 
geantiy   of   a  birth-day,  by 

launching     a    new     punch's. 

COACH.  . 

I  have  not  harleqidmsed  a 
timid  country  girl,  through  the 
liyoried  avenues  of  a  Duke's 
Palace,  into  a  drawing  room  of 
company,  to  ask  the  explana- 
tion of  a  card  of  address. 


y  Google, 


XIV  PREFACE. 

Nor  have  I,  like  &,  miracle- 
monger  ^  conveyed  a  person  from 
the  Antipodes^  to  turn  the  lock 
of  a^  library  door,  at  the  exax:t 
moment  his  corroborating  tes- 
timony  was  wanting. 

In  sHort — I  have'  not  outraged 
nature — that  I  might  become 
the  fashion ;  nor  killed  charac- 
ters— TO  BE  ADMIRED  FOR  MY 
MORALITY. 
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PREFACB.  XV 

Existing  Folly  is  my  object : 
— Satire  is  my  weapon— and  Ex- 
ample \$  my  shield:  let  the 
stricken  deer — go  weep.- 

^*  Fas  est  ab  Hoste  ^oceri/' 
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AN  APOLOGUE. 

The  Trial  of  PtEAspiiE  before  Judge 
Philosophy. 

The  Trial  was'  opened,  and  Pleasure 
brought  to  the  Bar.  Repentance  ap- 
peared to  prosecute  her. 

The  Judge  Philos(^hy^  with  eye  severe, 
observed  her;  beneath  him  sat  with 
folded  arm  Sullen  Melancholy.     Rejlec- 

« 
.  *  Pleasure  being  the  businessr  of  our  liyes,  and 

the  subject  of  these  volumes,  I  have  endeayaured 

to  give  it  an  aUegorical  definition. 


'  VOL.  I. 
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tioriy  with  wrinkled  forehead  and  dose 
ccmtracted  brow,  opened  the  indictment, 
and  Squint'Cyed  Care  with  Dark  Distrust 
were  appointed  to  examine  the  Witnes- 
ses. 

.  The  Senses  were  first  called  in  to 
give  their  testimony  against  her ;  but 
it  was  objected  by  the  prisoner's  Coun- 
sel^ Desire^  Fancy ^  and  Hope^  that  they 
could  not  be  witnesses,  since  they  were 
sure  either  to  gain  or  lose  by  the  Trial. 

The  Senses  declared,  for  themselves, 
that  they  were  not  proper  to  speak  to 
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k,  since  they  were  but  subordinate  to 
the- Will,  and  served  only  as  Messengers 
to  convey  the  Id^as  to  the  Mind ;  that 
they  were  no  more  than  passengers  in 
a  ship,  while  the  Will  stood  at  the 
helm. 

The  Will  was  called  in,  who  swore 
that  he  was  always  ruled  by  the  Senses; 
that  they  had  run  Kim  into  numberless 
inconveniences;  arid, not  contented  with 
that,  they  had  cruelly  chsuned  him  like 
a  slave  to  a  whimsical  tyrant  called 
Fashion,  who  used  him  very  barbarous- 
ly}  on  which,  an  order  was  immediately 
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issued  to  attach  him^  and  to  bring 
Fashion  into  Court :  in  the  mean  time^ 
they    proceeded    with    the    trial    of 

Pleasure. 

The  first  evidence  that  was  called^ 
was  a^oung  fellow  with  a  pallid,  sickly 
countenance;  his  small  legs  scarcely  could 
support  him  to  crawl  into  court;  he  was 
often  obliged  to  stop  for  want  of  breath; 
and  in  a  thin,  squeaking  voice,  he  de- 
posed the  following  evidence. 

That,  to  his  knowledge ;  the  j^oiMr 
was^  the  greatest  jilt  in  nature;  he  had 
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thrown  away  a  rery  large  estate^  wd 
spoiled  a  good  constitution,  in  follow»g 
her ;  that  she  had  continually  given  him 
hopes  of  enjoyment,,  but  always,  deceiv- 
ed Hm ;  that  his  first  acquaintance 
with  her  was  at  coHege,  where  he  met 
wkh  her  in  the  shape  of  a  bedutiM 
nymph,  and  w^  so  struck  with  her^ 
that  he  immediatdy  fimook'  his  $tu^<^ 
to  fbUow  her ;  he  set  up  his  equipage 
to  honor  her ;  ran  after  her  from  as* 
sembly  to  assembly,  from  horse-race  to 
horse-race ;  fdUowed  her  to  the  hazard 
table ;  pursued  her  among  women  of 
the  town  ;  searched  every  tavera  for 
b3 
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her,  but  still  he  had  missed  tneetirTg 
her. 

At  the  tavern,  indeed,  he  had  some- 
times a  glimpse  of  her;  but  then  he 
began  drinking  so  young,  that  he  was 
seldom  in  a  capacity  to  enjoy  her,  being 
always  either  dull  or  drunk;  when 
sober  he  was  most  commonly  sick,  and 
when  fuddled,  always  for  fighting ;  so 
upon  the  whole,  he  told  the  Court — 
swearing  by  his  Maker — she  was  an  im- 
pudent jilt,  and  had  bilked  him. 

The  next  witness  was  a  Lady,  a  fine 
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delicately  moulded  feaiale  ;    shci'  ^Ud 
.  gracefully  into  court,  with  he^r  hoop 
held  high  before  her,  and  immecUately 
^  ran  up  to  embrace  the  prisoner;  but  was 
prevented  by  the  prime  Serjeant  5^^^ 
iimj  who   asked  her  if  she  knew  the 
criminal;  upon  which,  with  a  full  stare 
and  lips  wide  open,  she  burst  into  the 
prettiest  laugh,  fell  from  thence  into  the 
most    innocent  confusion,  sweetly  ex* 
cused  herself  in  a  very  becoming  lisp, 
and  with  a  slow  courtesy,  sunk  negli- 
gently down  on  the  bench  between  the 
prisoner's  counsel^  Fancy  and  Hope. 
B  4 
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Shfe'^^S'agim  itateWogated  abottt  htt 
faiowledge  of  die  prisoner ;  she  toH  tHc 
Court,  the  L^tdy  at  the  bar  was  Ker  in* 
tirnate  friend,  that  they  hiad  been 
brought  up  from  their  dnldhood  to!- 
getherj  and,  truly,  that  the- judge  was 
a  j^tght^  and  the  reit  of  the  bench  t 
parcel  of  queer  crea4:urei3f,  not  to  let  so 
fine  a  Lady  sit  down  among  them. 

Theft  turning  to  ^he  prisoiier,  she  in-' 
yited  her  to  her  nuU    «nd  told   heir 
what  chafmiiig  company  \^ould  be  thei^d; 
as    for    instance.   Mm  Rant^-^Madam 
Racquet — Widow    Hurricane'-^TLad  .the 
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Duchess  of  HelterSkelier :  then  she  hasti* 
ly  got  up,  hummed  an  opera  tune,  and 
with  a  round-about  sweep,  whisked 
away  to  her  chair  in  an  instant. 

i  ^ 

The  next  evidence  was  an  pld  man ; 
though  stridken  in  years,  his  counte« 
nance  had  not  yet  lost  all  the  marks  of 
florid  health ;  in  his  face  the  bloom.  oS 
manhood  seemed  to  contend  with  the' 
winter  of  age»  -     ' 

He  gave  his  evidence  as  foik)ws  >— 
Behold,  most  grave  judge,  one  of  the 
unhappiest  among  mankind  i  I  have  aU> 
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my  life  been  searching  after  Pleasure, 
fooled  by  that  Lady  the  prisoner,  till  ^X 
last  I  am  involved  in  an  irremediable^ 
series  of  misery. 

In  nfy  juVenHe  days,  I  had  often  read 
of  the  prisoner  Pleasure  ;  I  was  charmed 
with  her  character  ;  1  longed  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  her;  I  thought  of  nothing 
but  her;  I  fell  in  love  with  her;  and,  like 
other  lovers,  turned  poet  to  please  her. 
I  courted  the  sciences  for  her  sake: 
but  in  poetry,  J  flattered  myself  I  should 
soonest  find  herj  therefore  I  in[une- 
diately  became  fond  of  making  verses :. 
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btit^  alas  !  where  I  expected  Pleasure,  I 
toet  with  Pain.  I  w^  blamed  .as  an 
idler,  condemned  as  a  plagbry,  or  pu- 
tiished  by  the  ignorant  and  envioijs  with 
derision.  I  next  applied  myself- to  trafc* 
fie,  I  crossed  the  seas  for  gain,  I  in-  , "" 
creased  my  fortune  b^t  not  my  plea* 
«ire#  : 

Tempests,  robbers,  breaches  in  trade, 
disai^ointments,  damped  all  my  hc^s  o£ 
enjoying  her }  I  then  recoUfected  I  had 
gained  enough  J  I  resolved  to  rest  my- 
i^elf^and  was  in  hopes  to  find  her  when 
at  my  eabe.  -  i  .   •      * 

B  6 
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'  Again  I  >*a8  mbtaken ;  While  at  rcsti 
I  w^  ubeasy ;  I  grevif  diacbntented  with 
haying  notUn^  to  do  ^  I  then  resolved 
tb  exercise  n^mittdyand  I  began  to 
examine  the  hws  of  Nature^ 

.  I  studied  than  j  I  inquired  into  prim- 
ary.  causes ;  but,  alas !  all  I  attained  was 
an  insatiable  de^re  to  know  more  than 
could  be  known,  and  a  certain  sorrow- 
.  iul  reflation  that  all  I  did  know  was 
^significant* 

I  then  turned  Builder^,  I  plana^id  % 
house,  I  laid  out  my  garden^  I  amused 
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mysctf  amdng  the  Arti^»  and  iheii 

thought  I  wa^  arrived  at  true  Pleaisiure^ 

but  it  was  still  to  seek  j  the  Workmen^s 

dehys   diS{dea6ed    me;  they   fett   out 

among  tl^mselves ;  I  J^ms  detracted  to 

decide  thdr  quarrels :  at  length   they 

fibiShed  the  house^  and  I  invito  my 

friends,  I    treated    my   nei^U^our^  I 

settled  fortuned  ob  Ay   duklren/aad 

then,'  oace    inore,   thought  of  being 

hs^y.    StiU  I  ata  deceived ;  ,mf  ftiehds 

I  find  are  &itt»er^,  lAy  imghbours  vm 

envious  pf  my  riches,  my  children  wish 

for  my  death  to  possess  themj  and^afttf 

all  my  tdOs,  I  am  il  hat  as  Jar  itofit 
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findbg  Pleasure  as  the  first  day  I  sitt  out 
after  her. 

The  Judge  then  asked  the  Priscmer 
what  defence  she  could  make? — !^ie 
called  hei^  witnesses,  Beauty  and  Love  : 
on  their  appearance,  the  whole 
Court  was  most  sensiUy  affected  j 
Melancholy  raised  his  head,  Reflection 
smoothed  his  brow,  G/r^  looked  pleased, 
and  Tbiloscpby  gave  a  sigh  ;  when  Pr«- 
dence^  who  had  aU  this  while  stood  con^ 
cealed,  stept  forth,  and  ordered  the 
officers  of  the  Court,  Fear  and  Distrust'^ 
to  seize  the  two  Witnesses^  Beauty  and 
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Love^  for  site  had  an  Indictment  agunst 
them  for  perjury:  she  therefore  objected 
against  their  testimony,  and  insisted  on 
PJeasure^s  making  a  defence  without 
'their  help.  :   i    .     . 

Pleasure  immediately  entered  on  her 
defence. 

Let  manldnd  use  me  as  I  deserve, 
and  I  shall  never  be  tried  as  a  criminal, 
but  rewarded  as  a  friend. 

They  all  upon  me  to  help  them  j  yet 
I  no  sooner  come  to  their  assistance,  than 
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they  bind  me  taptnre  to  tbek  temper^ 
and  never  give  me  rest. 

With  the  youth  who  appeared  against 
me,  I  never  was  acquainted;  had  he 
stuck  to  his  studies,  he  might  have 
found  me;  but  he  mistook  another  for 
me,  whom  he  followed;  she  is  drest  like 
me;  her  name  is  FoJly  ;  it  was  to  her 
and  not  to  me,  that  he  owes  aU  his  mis* 
fortunes. 

A  Lady  ha$  deposed  that  I  attended 
her  from  her  infancy :  it  is  fiibe ;  she 
had  a  waiting  maid  to  atteikkd  her, 
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whtfui^d  toynsutae;  hnt  her  true  txtS^ 

^2s  Self-love.  .    ^        \     - 

The  ti5t  and  heaviest  chafge  against 
me  is  the  old  man^s }  hut  he  is  an  %/(?- 
crife:  I  would  Kate  attended  Imn  always 
as  Ms  wife^  but  he  cno^  to  use  me  ISkt 
a  kept  mistress,  proud  of  shewing  ti* 
^rid  h^  possessed  me  j  I  despised  hini 
for  his  ostentation;  I  left  him^  to  btt 
more  severely  dealt  with  j  and  I 

But  t;(^y  (raising  hef  voice)  should  t 
plead  dmong  such  cold,  such  spidtteSS 
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THE  BJROUCHE  DRIVER 


AND 


HIS  WIFE. 


Itt  tmfti  qui  chat^gi  iout^  ebang$^uiii  not  bumiurt  | 
Cbaqui  age  ^  w'flahirii  tm  ejfrit,  it  su  mmtrs* 

Anon* 


**  The  arrows  of  wit,  though  wing- 
ed by  i^iliery,  may  be  so  pointed  4)y 
goQd  temper,  that  they  are  rather  cal- 
culated to  amuse  than  to  wound," 
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0US  fiiend  of  tke  latter,  llichard  Brins^ 
fey  Sheridan. 

Whatever  the  political  dissentions  of 

the  two  former  gentlemen,  thejr  stron^y 

assimilated    to     each    other    in    their- 

social  virtues  and  their  splendid  talents  ; 

and  I  do  not  know  how  I  can  better 

describe  both,  than  by  adapting   the 

language  ascribed  to  Mr.  Fox,  when 

^peaking  of  his  Lordship  : 

^*  He  said,  he  was  the  most  accom- 
{4ished  wit  he  had  ever  known;  and 
in  domestic,  life,  in  the  durde  of  iiis 
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friends  and  followers  collected  round 
his  table,  hedisplayed  all  the  candour 
without  the  grossness  of  Walpole.  He 
appeared  as.  if  he  never  felt  an  insuk,  so 
immediately  did  he  forgive  it.  His 
£ice  was  very  plain,  hb  features  coarse^ 
.  but  his  smile  was  heavenly.  You  could 
not  see  him  without  becoming  attached , 
to  him.  He  left  all  his  cares  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  w;is  no  longer 
a  minister  than  while  on  the  Treasmy 
bench/* 

On  the  latter,  I  do  not  attempt  so 
high  a  strain  of  panegyric;  but  I  am 
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impelled  by  candour  to  state,  that  ht 
possesses  the  happy  secret  so  to  harmo- 
nize the  most  brflliant  flashes  of  sar- 
castic wit,  that  an  irresistible  pleasantry 
honeys  the  wound,  ere  raillery  has  re- 
moved its  dart. 

*^  With  discretion  for  his  tutor,  he 
sijits  the  action  to  the  word,  the  word 
to  the  action ;  under  this  especial  ob- 
servance, that  he  ne'er  outsteps  the 
modesty  of  Nature." 

Such   is  Sheridan!— who,  in  spite 
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pf  Nature^  has  been  eqiially  fbraiidaUe 
in  .^le  Senate  and  in  my  lafly's  doset, 
ann^  at  all  points^  and  j^ysic^y  pre- 
pared for  each  encounter* 

\^t9  thus  marshalled^  possesses  infi- 
nitely more  seductive  power,  than  a^ 
the  grjtces  so  imposingly  pourtrayed  by 
the  late  Lord  Chesterfield :  l^t  in  that 
nobleman  these  talismans  were  associ- 
ated, and  their  magic  was  decisive.     ^ 

All  the  social  virtues  mingled  with 
has  nature  i  his  manners  were  pleaffln^y 
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attractive,  his  smile  conciliating,  his 
temper  mild,  his  wit  ready  and  felicitous, 
his  persott  elegant. 

The  Earl,  however,  was  singularly- 
gifted. 

In  searching  historical  recoi*ds,  or  in 
perusing  fabulous  narratives,  we  find 
that  every  personage  of  peculiar  wit 
and  humor  is  described  as  being  re» 
markable  for  personal  defects. 

All  the  prominent  chsuraccters  in  Rabe- 
lais are  eminently  ugly.    The  heroes  of 
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Orvanteis  form  a  group,  so  provokih^jr . 
ridiculous,  that  they  are  not  only  the 
agents  of  wit  in  thetoselvfes,  but  the 
promoters  of  it  in  others. 

Hudibras  and  his  man  Ralpho,  the 
facetious  FalstaflF,  and  the  ruddy  Har- 
ddph,  are  monuments  of  wit,  so  conci- 
liating in  its  nature,  that  all  personal 
imperfections  vanish  in  the  merry  flashes 
of  its  attic  humour. 

Scarron,  the  celebrated  French  wit, 
was  one  of  the  ugliest  feUows  in  exist- 
ence i  and  yet  he  became  the  husband 
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6f  one  of  the  loveliest  and  most  accom* 
pUahed  vs^omdn  of  the  day,  afterward* 
so  renovmed  as  Madame  de  Mamtenon. 

Indeed  the  wit  of  this  man  was  elec« 
trie  J  it  communicated  its  fluidity  to 
Madame  Scarroii ;  and  from  her,  its 
brilliant  sparks  were  conveyed  to  Lewis 
XIV.  unaided  by  her  beauty :  the  King 
became  enamoured  of  a  letter  she  had 
written^  and  professed  himself  her  slave 
before  he  saw  her  person. 

Our  modern  Bardolph,  certainly  w^if 
rich   in    personal    endowments,   once 
c2 


y  Google 


28 

reigned  in  the  heart  of  the  young  arid 
beautiful  Perdita.  Nay !  when  the 
widowed  father  of  a  hopeful  son  verging 
towards*  maturity  ;  when  the  bloom  of 
youth  had  yielded  to  the  blossoms  of 
intemperancei  did  he  hot  win  the  hand 
and  heart  of  his  present  lovely  and  ac- 
complished wife?  ' 

Pope,  who  in  person  resemUed  an  S, 
was  the  favored  friend  of  his  SteQa. 
Yorick,  who  was  shapeless  as  a  hop- 
pole,  warmed  the  bosom  of  Eliza  with 
platonic  tenderness ;  and  Peter  Pindar,at 
the  age  of  seventy,  bent  with  infirmity, 
♦  i.  e,  years  of  discretion  ! 
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kas  lately  captivated  the  gay,  lively,  smd 
youthful  Mrs.  Knight. 

These  are  immortals  of  the  old  school : 
and  though  there  still  exist  many  volu- 
ble pretenders,  few  are  the  lawful  pro- 
geny of  Wit. 

In  modem  circle,  it  is  ranked  a- 
mong  the  chastities  exploded  by  haut* 
ton ;  and  the  approving  ^nile  of  an  tSX 
accomplished  female  Fashionable  is  only 
tributary  to  an  elegantly  omammted 
tale  of  scandal,  a  delicious  hoax,  or  a 
c3 
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wided  equivoque ;  while  the  ne  fdus 
ultra  of  finished  edutation  with  the 
men^  is  a  reputation  for  pugUism,  a 
knowledge  in  horse-flesh,  and  a  diploma 
for  driving. 

In  obedience  to  these  ordinances  firom 
the  college  of  fashion,  a  young  man  of 
rank,  instead  of  eatmg  his  terms  at 
Oxford  or  at  Cambridge,  eats  raw  meat 
in  London  to  give  him  Wmd,  for  a 
sparring  match :  instead  of  Greek  ora- 
tions, he  composes  notes  on  Moorcroft's 
furriery :  and  instead  of  professing  the 
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abord  of  a  gentleman^  he  pract^  the 
scientific  square  and  kiddy  twist  of  an 
hadmey  coachman ! 

The  wit  of  John  Bull  is  still  of  an- 
oiher  t^nparament.  Low  cunning,  and 
malidous  merriment  are  the  gqds  of 
hisjidolatry. 

Selling  bargsuns,  smutty  jests,  or 
mimickry  of  another's  misfortufie$,^X)np 
stitute  the  wit,  humor,  and  excellence 
which  zn  En^idunan  is  most  solicitous 
to  ^ine  in. 

c4 
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Haying  pointed  out  the  accomj^h* 
ments  of  the  age  in  the  htdispemable 
pretensions  to  haut*ton,  I  beg  leave  to 
introduce  my  hero. 

"  And  Willi  learn  to  box  ? — ^and  wli 
I  keep  a  stud  ?— and  will  I  drive  fout 
in  hand  ?"  ••.••«  exclaimed  ,the  enrap- 
tured Edward,  starting  from  hb  desk, 
and  dancing  about  the  room  frensied 
with  joy. 

.    The  mother  of  Edward  Ormsby  had 
married  the  man  of  her  he^t  in'6ppo^ 
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skion  to  parental  authority.  Her  tap- 
piness  was  of  short  duration.  The  first 
year  made  her  a  parent  j  the  second  a 
widow. 

One  thousand  pounds,  the  bequest  of 
her  god-mother,  was  the  whole  amount 
of  her  fortune.  Her  father  continued 
inexorable  to  her  entreaties:  he' de-J 
nounced  curses  on  her  head,  and  thai 
of  her  innocent  child.  The  gentle 
Eliza  had  offended  beyond  forgiveness.* 
—'She  had  married  an  Irishman  ! 

There  cannot,  I  think,  be  a  more 
c5 
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kiterestiflgspjxtade,  in  nature,  than  sii£* 
deling  beai&ty  weeping  over  ber  lav^ 
but  flirfitedoflfepring. 

Let  us  etch  the  scene. 

In  the  shady  recesses  of  a  romantic 
ithod  stood  the  isolated  cottage  of  the 
lo^y  widow.  A  group  of  ehns  ud 
chestnuts  obscured  the  straw  buik  roof; 
.  and  die  rose  bush,  minj^ing  wkh  the 
jessamine  and  honeysudde,  latticed  the 
small  diamond-cut  casements ;  a  narrow 
.meandering  path  led  to  an  open  unfre- 
quented ecni]»ence  commanding  a^w 
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<>f  the  beaudliil  Lake  <^K|Banifirf;  ud 
the  nuhings  of  a  distant  cascade  were 

the  fami&ar  soypds  that  broke  upon  th^ 

) 

privacy  of  the  Reduse. 

Her  f>arlour  was  smaB,  and  taptefuBf 
adorned  with  sketdbes  of  th^  r(HiiantSc 
scenery  aiound,  Edward,  just  breedied^ 
wa3  se2U;ed  at  a  small  wot'k  tatde  building 
houses  with  a  pack  of  cards*  His  anxi- 
ous mother  bent  tenderly  over  the  en- 
raptured boy.  Sorrow  had  given  a 
fragility  to  her  naturally  delicate  form  ; 
her  features  were  Mtened  by  an  habi- 
tual pakness^now^aod  then  iushed  with 
C6 
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a  mpmentaiy  ^ow  of  pleasure,  as  sTie 
Jielped!  the  little  irifter  to  ien&w  hk 
labors :  a^  ^ow  and  langiud  movemeiit 
dimmed  her  once  brilliant  eyes,  that 
.  swam  in  liquid  clearness,  expressing  the 
tiiild  qualities  of  her  mind.  An  elderly 
domesdc,  the  nurse  of  Edw^d,and  the 
sharer  of  their  poverty,  ^tood  in  the 
back  ground,  contemplating  the  objects 
before  her,  and  raising  her  prayers  to 
Heaven,  to  guard  and  to  protect  her 
angel  mistress  and  her  darlidgboy. 

This  little  recess,  which  in  the  whole 
onty  boasted  of  four  rooms^  had  been 
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Jbuilt  by  Mr*  Ormsby  immedial^ely  after 
his  m2(rnage,..aiid  was  his  favorite  re^ 
treat :  it  was  the  only  wealth  he  haid  tx> 
leave;  but  it  was  infinitely  <fcar  to  hii 
widow,  who,*  on  the  interest  of.  her 
thousand  pounds,  dtvoted  herself  in  this 
.beloved  spot  to  tji^  - :  memory  o£  ♦  her 
husband,  ai^d  the  Culture  of  her  secoiMl 
Edward's  mind.  . 

Scaroely,  however,  had  he  attained 
his  fifth  year,  when  it  was ;  the  will  of 
Providence  to  deprive,  him  of  his  re- 
jnainiilg  patei^t^    I&  maternal  grands 
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fiither  obstinatdy  inhnman,  penisted 
an  cenocmdng  him ;  but  liis  paternal 
ande  put  him  ^t  a  proper  age  to  a 
public  jchoo^  and  desdned  him  for  the 
law;  a  i»x)£es8ion  to  which  his  father 
had  promised  to  do  much  honor,  his 
ddinit  in  Westmiiuter  HaU  h^vmg  been 
«06t  flattering  to  hk  r^utatlon,  as  a 
logidan  and  an  orator. 

He  wasx)n>  his  first  circuit,  when  ac- 

4ident  introduced  him  to  Eli^a  Dalton 

^  an  assise-balL   lli^  saw,  they  loved: 

idle  was  not  seventeen;  hiqisdf  4)nly 

two-and-twenty. 


y  Google 


^nboB  was  the  age  of  rottaBce !  Tlhef 
lielt  no  difficulties  to  isppoae  their  {lae- 
8i(Mi;  .eadi  yidded  to  the  dehishre m- 
fmlse;  and  the  eoqnre  of  loi^  imped- 
ously  dauned  the  vassalage  of  ^ther 
hearty  before  their  proposed  marriage 
explained  the  host  of  impediments  that 
stood  between  them  and  happiness* 

The  counsellor  had  no  fortune.  He 
began  the  world  with  a  handsome  per- 
son, a  well  stored  mind,  sind unsullied, 
integrity :  the  cankerworm  of  care  had 
never  visited  his  manly  cheek,  and  his 
spirits  were  the  effect  of  ease,  content^ 
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rose-*^it  was  ^ft^  thrilli(ig,  and  enchant^ 
ing :  an  unknown  grace  pervaded  her 
whole  person,  insinuating  as  it  was  im- 
pressive. 

When  the  hevt  is  swelled  to  a 
certain  pitch  of  tender  feeling,  one  added 
psttrticle  of  sympathy  pouted  into  the 
vein  of  joy,  causes  it  to  overflow.         f 

.  Reason  was  lost  in  the  stream ;  they 
eloped,  and  were  privately  married  I     i 

Jlminediatdy  after  the  ceremony,  the 
trembling: -Eliza,  stqj^rted  by  her  vEd* 
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»wd,  wu^  the  pfeaesoecf  her^gftdier. 
^e  bumUed  hecself  »t  Jus  foet ;  but  be 
ixihucQinly  apunaiod  her  with  his  foot* 

Her  husband  raised  her  with  tender- 
ness from  the  gvound  y  daq>ed  her  af- 
fectionatdy  to  his  fond  heart;  and  thoa 
turmng  wkh  oflGanded  dignity  and 
manly  pride  towards  her  unnatucail 
father,  he  swore  that  she  should  never 
enter  those  doors  again  while  he  had 
breath. 

With  this  inauspicious  marriage  the 
views  of  Mr.   Onnsby  were  wt 
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dianged.  He  resolved  to  ^ve  his  wife 
to  his  own  ^nlily,  and  to  push  his  foru 
tune  at  the  Irish  bar. 

But  alas !  how  visionary  are  all  mor* 
tal  arrangements  without  the  concur^ 
ring  hand  of  Providence.  An  eariy 
grave  dosed  all  his  fidry  prospects— 
a  gradual  dedine  removed  the  gentle 
mourner  of  his  fate  from  worldly  sor* 
TOW  to  a  state  of  tJiss! 

In  her  last  momerits,  she  bequeathed 
her  Edward  to  her  father^  embraced  him 
with  a  seraphic  smile  j  then  reposing 
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from  the  fatigue  of  the  exertion  on  her 
pillow,  said  she  would  sleep  a  little, 
but  awoke  no  more ! 

The  elder  brother  of  our  hero's  fether 
Jived  on  the  paternal  estate,  which 
yielded  him  an  income  of  about  eighteen 
Jhundred  per  annum.  He  was  a^  man 
Jittle  acquainted  with  the  great  world, 
^though  he  had  been  brought  up  at- 
college  with  his  brother.  The  sports 
of  the  country  were  more  congenial 
to  his  nature  :  he  loved  hard  drinking, 
and  he  loved  hospitality :  his  mind  was 
stored  with  humanities  j  but  the  suavi- 
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ter  in   modo  never  accompanied  his 
benevolence.    He  had  frequently  offered 
his  purse  to  his  amiable  sister-in-law ; 
but  never  failed  to  accompany  it  with 
a  Ipsson  on  the   imprudence    of  her 
marriage.      When,  however,  he    was 
made  acquainted  with   her  death,  he 
gave  an  unaffected  sigh  to  her  memory, 
and  adopted  his  orphan  nephew. 

Had  Edward  been  educated  under  the 

'5uperintendance  of  his  mother,  his  dis- 

position  might  have  been  moulded  to 

all  the  social  virtues ;  but  left  to  the 

guidance  of   an^  hireling   tutor,  who 
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^ew  little  of  the  seosibilities  of  the 
hearty  and  whose  ideas  of  moral  recti* 
tude  were  confined  to  the  negative 
virtue  of  doing  no  harm— our  hero 
was  suffered  to,  gi^ow  up  in  die  free 
indulgence  of  his  natural  propensities* 

Vanity  is  an  essential  qualification  to 
youth.  It  goads  a  boy  on  to  excellence  j 
and  although  it  may  discover  itself  in 
certain  touches  of  the  coxcomb  as  he 
advances  to  manhood,  it  is  not  without 
its  better  attributes,  when  kept  within 
bounds  by  the  gentle  admonitions  of 
discretion. 
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Edward*8  v^ty,  lk>#ever,  was^dlf 
exuberant;  his  courage  made  him  re* 
i^cted,  and  his  gjuety  made  him  ad- 
mired; but  he  was  impatient  in  his 
temper,  quick  in  his  resolves,  fickle  in' 
his  nature. 

He  tooked  with  hoitor  on  the 
drudgery  to  which  he  was  doomed  by 
his  uncle,  and  panted  to  mount  the 
gay  cockade  i  he  considered  his  finely 
fbrmed  person  as  the  assured  harbinger 
of  conquest,  and  sfghed  for  celebrity 
among  the  fair.  He  eagerly  took  les- 
sons from  his  more  affluent  companions 
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as  to  the  essentials  of  a  fine  gentleman  : 
it  was,  therefore,  natural  in  him,  when 
he  foimd  himself  the  unexpected  heir 
to  his  grandfether^s  large  fortune,to  ex- 
claim: 

*'  And  will  I  learn  to  box  ?.  • .  •  and 
"  will  I  keep  a  stud  ?. . . .  and  W/ 1  drive 
*'  four  in  hand  ?'* 

He  tore  his  indentures }  damned  all 
attorneys  and  their  shops  j  took  a  hasty- 
leave  of  his  unde  j  and  with  a  fair  wind 
reached  Holyhead 
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"  Krst  and  second  turn  there— •* 
echp*d  through  the  inn  yard,  and  in  a 
few  n^inutes  our  hero  was  rattling 
along  th6  London  Road  as  hard  as  £o^x 
posters  ceroid  gallop. 

It  was  the  month  of  December,  and 
our  hero  having  taken  a  sandwich  at 
Barnet,  his  heart  big  with  expectation, 
and  his  ims^nation  bewildered  by  fancy, 
•  leaped  into  the  carriage  which  he  or- 
dered to  fly  to  Blakely's  hotel  in  — — 
Street. 

The  postillions  had  just  arrested  their 
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s^pe^tbdisttod  Hig^teHiU;  the  iiiovr 
fi^tly  <x>V«red  the  ground  as  i]t  fell  ifl 
gentle  feho^*rt  ftam  ibb  Heav*ft»  j  the 
feVeAing  M^as  grb^rig  darki-^aad  '  the 
fantastic  reveries  of  our  te^^er  had 
long  been  undisturbed  by  the  noise  of 
passing  wheels,  when  suddenly  he  ^as 
atoused  from  his  corner}  where— ^with 
folded  arttis  and' drboping 'head  he  sat 
temmuning  with  himself—^by  the  pierc- 
ing shrieks  of  female  voices. 

•«  Now,  for  the  honor  of  St.  Patiridk/' 
murmured  Edward,  seizing  a  pistd.  in 
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eadi  hand,  xad  iqHi&gfng  from  the  CM:^ 
riage. 

He  had  not  run  msyay  paces  before 
he  b^eM  a  coach  and  four  halted  oh 
the  hSl.  A  ruffian  held  the  kidle  cf 
the  leaders  while  his  t:oiBp^mions  raiQ* 
sacked  the  carriage. 

The  advanced  robber  fired  bs  our 
herd  approached,  and  raissed. 

**  By  my  soul,  Mid  this  is  no  time 
for  ceremony,*'  cried  Edward,  and  his 
d2 
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more  successful  weapon  brou^t  down 
his  man. 

The  two  villams  who  were  employed 
in  robbing  the  carriage,  fled  at  the  re- 
port of  fire  arms,  and  left  our  hero 
master  of  the  field. . 

He  found  four  females  in  the  carriage ; 
whom  he  afterwards  knew  as  Mrs. 
Grunter,  the  two  Miss  Grunters,  and 
their  AbigsuL 

With  the  removal  of  danger,  the 
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fisars  of  the  ladies  were  dissipated ;  and 
the  only  inconvenience  they  had  suf- 
fered was  from  momentary  terror.  They 
loaded  their  deliverer  with  repeated 
thanks  for  his  heroic  protection ;  and 
on  his  requesting  to  escort  them  to 
town,  they  readily  consented  to  make 
room  ftr  him  in  their  coach. 

It  was  necessary,  however,  to  take 
some  steps  for  conveying  the  wound* 
ed  highwayman  in  safety  up  to  Town; 
and  Edward  returned  to  his  chaise 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  him  in 
the  bottom;  but  the  bird  was  flqwut 
d3 
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His  blood  Wa$  disce^nable  among  the 
snow  on  the  spot  where  he  had  £stU^> 
and  traceable  across  the  road}  but  as 
the  better  part  of  valour  is  discretion), 
and  the  hdiea  wete  safe,  Edward^fot 
once  in  his  life^  thought  it  prudent  to 
make  the  best  of  theit  way  to  Town, 
lest  the  party  itii^t  return  on^nder^ 
standing  the  weakness  of  the  enemy, 
and  e&ctually  wreak  their  vengeance 
on  his  party. 

Between  six  and  seven  they  reached 
zn  elegant  iiouse  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  Portland  Place,  when 
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£dw^r4  took  leave.of  his  charge  aiul 
retired  to  his  own  d^is^  which  had 
followed,  having  prevkwsjy  aogeptgcj  vi 
engagement  to  dinner  on  the  following 
d^y. 

The  whol^  eveniraf — ^iodee^  tl^ewhol^ 
0igbt>~our  hero's  he^  v^  filled  wit^ 
his  adventure*  He  ^;raa  in  love  witfr 
all  three  of  the  ladios,  who  had  vie4 
with  each  other  in  ^>p^a):ifig  to  1^  « 
agreeable  as  th^y  could  in  the  dark; 
but  as  he  assisted  them  to  alight,  th^ 
Grecian  lamp  in  the  entrance  hall  had 
reflected  on  the  beauties  of  the  ydung* 
d4 
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est  lady,  who  appeared  to  him  about 
sixteen,  and  he  predicted  that  he  should 
be  violently  in  love  with  her. 

Love,  gentle  reader,  b  part  of  an 
Irishman's  creed;  inasmuch,  that  he 
considers  himself  bound  to  make  love 
to  every  pretty  woman  he  sees,  although 
it  often  means  no  more  than  the  in- 
dispensability  of  custom,  which  directs 
a  Frenchman,  courteously,  to  offer  his 
box  to  those  with  whom  he  may  be 
in  company. 

^   The  airy  lightness  with  whidi  Maria 
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gHded  through  the  hall — the  graceful 
tournure  of  her  person — ^the  momentary 
expressive  smile  with  which  she  kissed 
her  hand  at  parting— were  so  many 
charms  written  in  his  memory,  that  he 
b^gan  to  feel  as  if  he  could  not  help 
it. 

On  the  following  morning,  Edward 
awoke  with  a  heigh-ho— sJjlL  thinking 
of  the  preceding  evening,  and  repeating 
to  himself  every  word  Maria  had  ad- 
dressed to  him;  but  the  more  he  thought 
of  her,  the  more  he  thought  of  m^ng 
himself  amiable. 
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Mr.  Blakely  wad  aammoiied  to  t^ 
.  Weakfest  table — 

**  Is  it  me  your  honor  would  be 
[leased  to  want?*'— said  tte  obli^g 
laodlord,  entering  with  a  low  bow* 

«*  Indeed  and  it  is,  Mr.  Blakely*'— was 
the  expressive  reply . 

Mr.  Blakely  bowed  again. 

•^  I  am  a  stranger  and  your  country- 
man, Mr.  Blakely ;  I  would  be  liberal  j 
J>ut   hate  imposition.      Pray    recom* 
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mend  to  me  tradesmen  of  lEjcddon^  on 
whom  i  can  rdy.** 

"  Yes,  and  I  shaH,  sif  j*'..  . .  •  •  re- 
tiring  with  a  kind  of  self-sufficient  smiley 
that,  like  the  inclination  of  ToricVt 
Grifi6tte*s  head^  was  meant  to  ^y^ 

Bat  who  ii  Mr«  ^l^tkely  that  hi^ 
reputatk^i  should  be  6p  wi^  i^WWi)  ip 
Dublin? 
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:.  .Reader,  thereby  hangs  a  tale.  Many 
are  the  roads  to  notoriety  j  attend — 

^  Some  few  years  since,  when  the  kte 

ever  to  be  lamented  Duke  of  B d. 

In  a  frdic  mtroduced  the  fashion  of 
cropping^  a  Mr.  Blakdy  was  preferred 
to  the  honor  of  combing  his  Grace's 
hair.  This  distinction  soon  gave  him 
fashion  ;  and  all  the  haut  ton,  desirous 
•of  becoming  crops,  applied  to  Mr. 
'Blakely  to  give  the  fashionable  cut. 

At  length,  his  business  so  increased, 
that  it  was  then  considered  as  great 
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^  favor  to  prevail  on  Mr.  Blakely  to 
attend  at  a  nobleman's  house,  as  it 
-would  now  be  to  procure  the  enviable 
dbtinction  of  Madame  Catalani's  com« 
pany  at  a  private  concert. 

^^  There  is  a  tide  ia  the  af&irs  of  men^ 

<^  Which  taken  at  the  flood,  leads  on  to  fortune : 

^*  Omitted,  all  the  voyage  of  their  lifes 

^^  Is  bound  in  shallows,  and  in  miseries. 

,  Mr.  Blakely  had  launched  bis  bark 
into  this  stream,  and  arrogated  a  con- 
sequence proportionedr  jto  his  increas- 
ing weakh.  ;^ 
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A  namffakt,  and  a  brodier  stnp^ 
viewing  his  success  with  jaundioed  eyes, 
at  a  poor  curate  gazes  on  the  hixorious 
Ushop— -for,  in  truth,  he  shaved  for  a 
penny,  while  his  proud  rival  received 
six  shillings  for  every  block  he  trimmed 
— ^bethought  him  of  an  expecKent  to 
meliorate  his  fortune. 

The  origmal  Mr.  Blakely  had  long 
since  removed  the  outward  insignia  of 
his  caBkig,  and  a  neat  bra^s  plate,  akxie, 
announced  the  great  marC^  re^d^ice. 
Whereupon,  the  polygraphic  Mr.Bbkdy 
took  a  small  house  in  the  same  street. 
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and  naulf  c^posite;  on  the  4oor  of 
^hich  he  annooncsd, 

Blakelyj  Hair  Cutter. 

The  cognoscenti  in  the  art  of  q'op- 
|nng,  it  is  true,  atill  crowded  the  morn- 
ing levee  of  the  gentleman  with  the  brass 
platen-waiting  a  turn  as  patiently  as  a 
washerwoman  at  a  chandler's  shop  waits 
for  her  hal^enny-wOTth  of  snuflFj  but 
the  imitatores  servum  pecus,  wlv^  only 
knew  that  a  Mr.  Blakely,  in  such  a 
street,  was  the  great  hair  cutter ^  always 
went  to  the  wrong  shqpj  and  as  they 
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pgdd  six  shillings  for  the  job,  they  sujk* 
posed,  from  the  price,  that  the  out^ 
sides  of  their  heads  were  fashionably 
correct* 

Thus  we  had  a  Brummagem  Blakely 
as  well  as  a  Brummagem  Duke  upon 
the  town  J  the  former  is  the  landlord 
before  us.  -^ 

The«  remainder  of  the  morning  was 
passed  with  Mr.  Rawlins,  the  steward 
of  his  late  grandfather's  estate,  whom 
Edwsui'd  had  previously  desired  to  meet 
lum  on  his  arrival  in  town. 
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^  The  history  of  Mr*  Dalton,  and  the 
event  which  has  proved  so  favorable 
to  the  fortunes  of  our  hero,  are  brief. 

With  a  contracted  mind,  which  a 
mechanical  life,  passed  in  the  counting 
house,  was  Uttle  calculated  io  expand  ; 
he  saw,  from  his  earliest  carea*,  all 
things  prosper  around  him. 

At  the  age  of  thirty-five,  he  engaged 
in  co-partnership  ?vith  a  gentleman, 
whose  dau^ter,  much  against  her  own 
will,  he  at  the  same  time  married }  but 
although  neither    hi$  natural  dispose* 
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tion,  Bor  his  acquired  haWts,  were  capa- 
ble of  touching  the  heart^  of  tiie  lovely 
and  accomplished  girl,  who  yielded  to 
him  her  reluctant  hand  j  a  steady  per- 
aevdrdnce  in  doing  that  which  was 
Eight^ — an  unbounded  confidence  in  her 
rectitude — and  an  unlimited  indulgence 
to  ber  wishes— 4Kiiled  net  to  creata 
grateful  emotions  in  her  bosom,  which 
secured  it  from  the  fatality  of  any  wan- 
dering prepossession.  . 

Eliza  was  an  only  child,  and  equally 
tfbe  darling  of  her  parents.  At  his  wife's 
deadi,  which  happened   about   three 
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years  previously  to  his  daughters  mar- 
riage, Mr.  Dalton  retired  from  business  j 
and  in  the  following  year  Eliza  was 
removed  from  school  to  keep  his 
house. 

Probably  Mr.  Dalton  would  not  havA 
refused  his  daughter  to  a  gentleman  of 
good  moral  character,  even  though  hb 
fortune  had  been  sm^  He  loved  his 
Eliza  fondly,  and  wished  her  happy, 
Ifis  mean^  were  ample,  and  sufficient 
for  them  both.  But  he  had,  unhappily^ 
imbibed  so  unconquerable  an  aversion 
to  Irishmen,  whom  hfe  indiscriminatelf 
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more  impression  on  him,  than  it  did  on 
the  sea,  the  forum  of  his  early  declama- 
tions. 

He,  therefore,  altered  his  will,  leaving 
a  distant  relation,  whom  he  had  never 
seen,  heir  to  his'  fortune j  which,  in 
landed  and  funded  property,  together 
^th  houses  and  warehouses  in  the  city, 
amounted  to  a  yearly  income  of  up. 
^ji^ds  of  four  thousand  pounds. 

Fate,   however,  averted  this  act  of 
injusdce. 


y  Google 


70 

Mr.  Dalton  was  confined  with  the 
gout  at  his  seat  in  D-*--shire  :  the  house 
by  some  accident  caught  fire,  which  did 
not  discover  itself  till  long  after  the 
family  had  retired. 

On  the  alarm  being.given,  tbe.  flamei 
were  raging  with  a  >4olei^ce  that  scarcely 
gave  the  femily  time  to  escape  with 
life.  Mr.  Daltoh  was  earned  out  in 
the  arms  of  his  servants,  ^uul  tiiidi^  Im 
seat  in  an  easy  chair  in  the  garden,  he 
soon  after  saw  tie  roof  iall^in  with  a 
tremendous  crash. 
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lEs  plate,  his  papers,  znd  every  thing 
bf  value  was  consumed.  The  cc^dhe 
caught  was  fatal :  the  goiit  flew  to  the 
vital  parts,  and  next  day  he  was  a 
corpse- 

To  hurry  over  this  melancholyrecital, 
« 
we  return  to  Edward,  thus  miraculously 

vested  with  a  fortune  to  indulge  his 

natural  vanities. 

We  have  placed  him  in  the  high  road 
to  every  gratification,  whether  whim- 
sical or  rational — ^voluptuous  or  senti- 
mental. 
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He  put  himself  as  regularly  into  train- 
ing, as  the  jockey  airs  his  racer  at  New* 
Market ;  he  was  resolved  to  be  quite 
the  thingt!— he  was  impa-tient  to  lead,  to 
shine,  to  dazzle,  to  blaze* 

PencUng  these  elegant  engagements, 
he  was  almost  a  daily  visitor  at  the 
Grunters ;  who,  understanding  his  pre- 
tensions  to  notice,  had  introduced  him 
to  half  the  town. 

Mamma  was  extremely  taken  with 
his  fine  manly  form }  and  ladies  at  thirty 
six  are  said  to  be  better  judges  of  pro« 
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teens.  Her  attentions  to  the  stranger 
in  London  were  most  marked. 

Miss  Grunter  was  a  wit,  and  under- 
took to  teach  him  the  polite  art  of 
quizzing.  Lessons  from  a  young  lady, 
who  had  made  a  sentimental  excursion 
for  three  years  with  the  man  of  her 
heart,  ^  over  the  hills  and  for  away/* 
would  have  put  our  hero's  philosophy 
to  the  test,  if  the  gaiety  and  badinage 
of  the  lovely  sinner  had  not  been  cor- 
rected by  the  jealous  austerity  of  a  young 
lather  confessor,  of  squintirig  nptorUiyj 

VOL.  I.  » 
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En  attendant-^notliing  could  be 
mof  e  pointed  than  the  civflities  of  Mr. 
Grunter  j  he  was  a  nabob,  whose  for- 
tune was  estimated  at  half  a  million—- 
&£  this  more  anon* 

Edward  soon  became  essential  to  the 
whole  party  j  and  Mrs.  Gruhter  could 
not  present  herself  at  any  public  place 
without  her  handsome  chaperon. 

It  waSr  the  fir^  AViritbr  of  Catalani's 

appeAraiiCe  at    the'   Opera.      Edward, 

WSdiout  ah  atotti  of  science,  possessed 

great  nitrsical  tast^;  he  \x^a$  dying  to 

e2  .       ^ 
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made  them  forget  that  the  heart  was 
uninvited  to  the  feast.  It  was,  how- 
ever, the  very  singular  fashion  to  croud 
the  house  as* soon  as  the  doors  were 
open  J  and  who  shall  oppose  fashion  ? 

Not  John  Bull,  believe  me.  Witness 
the  Bottle  Conjuror^ 

But,  without  any  view  tio  criticise, 
with  severity,  the  talents  of  this 
fashionable  favorite,  t  hope  I  may  be 
permitted  to  exdaim  against  the  pro* 
fusion  of  the  great  world,  who,  in  these 
times  of  scarcity,  when  respectable  fa- 
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But  whttt  is  still  more  singular,  the 
papers  which  announce  the  Catalani  as 
an  actress  in  one  paragraph,  announce 
her  as  the  elegant  hostess  o£  a  splendid 
entertainment  in  another ;  and  enume^ 
rate  among  her  guests  foreign  princes 
and  english  noblesse. 

It  3vas  not  abvays  so  on  the  continent) 
SM^d  had  Prince  Esterhazy  been  aware 
of  the  f(^wing  anecdote,  perhaps,  he 
would  not  sp  have  honored  the  lady  i^ 
question. 

R — ck-^m  Ildtise^  all  princely  residences,  gaTe 
^001,  to  the  refugees,  and  to  the  poor  starving 
tceaversvovnfiTl^ 
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FarinelE,  who  rather  owes  the  fiving: 
of  his  name  to  the  wayward  pencH  of 
Hogarth,  than  to  his  own  mtrinsic 
merit,  or  the  munificence  of  hiis  patrons^ 
was  a  subject  of  the  Duke  of  Mocfena* 

When  in  London,  and  the  tide  c£ 
his  popularity  was  at  its  height,  he 
made  no  scrupfe  at  treating  the  very 
first  of  our  nobility  with  the  most  unv 
ceremonious  rudeness- 

The  Duke  of  Modena^  haippenihg  txi- 
be  in  England  at  this  period,  was  in*^ 
vited  to  Northumberland  house^:  foir 
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the  afpwew^  erf  Hi^  §fi;9n^  Ppghaess 

,  At  the  ve^y  mon^nt,  however,  of 
hist  e^e(^ed  'arrival^  he  sent  a  verb^ 
message  that  he  was  engaged  at  Lady 
CpycBitry's,  andcoijklBOl  CQine^ 

Bh  grace  of  Nortl^mnherlvid  W9P 
^treipiely  moictified,  ^  i^s^e  loa^ 
apdpgies  to  his  ^ol^le  fpt^% }  va^&ft  t^f 
Duke  of  Modena,  beckoning  to  one  of 

axe  him  to  come  h^e/' 
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fix  a  very  few  imnute*  Fariaelfi  ap- 
peared. 

All  the  company,  exc^  the  Daktof 
Modena,  arose,  and  a  chair  was  {^aced 
for  their  new  guest. 

«  My  Lord  Duke,'*— exclaimed  lus 
fai^tee^-^'  do  yo«  permit  a  uager  to 
«  sitinyourp«eseace? 

«  Kurii^ellij**  he  contmned,  "  gO 
«*  stwd  IB  yondfer  corner  of  Ae  room, 
^  aadMn^yowbcstsoHginyoiir  beat  * 

<*  maimer.** 
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Hd  obfeyed,  without  hesitatioB,  Mid 
excelled  himself. 

When  he  Ind  fbished,  the  Duke  his 
master  nodded  to  hito  \srith  great  dig- 
nity; and  he  retired,  bowing  mc^t 
humbly  round  the  room,. 

,^  In  reading  this  anecdote^  iijtelligent 
reader,  I  wish  you  to  construe  it  into 
an  oblique  censure  upon  our  country- 
fOkeni  no  less  severe  than  just;  who  upon 
similar  occasions,  and  to  similar  charac-^ 
tars,  have  not  been  sufficiently  tenadpus 
of  the  nation's  dignity^ 
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What  wotdd  this  same  Duke  of 
Modena  say,  were  he  alive,  when  tol4 
that  on  such  a  day  a  grand  entertain* 
ment  was  given  by  a  pubHc  dnger  at 
her  house  in  ,  at  which  all  the 

Foreign  Diplomacy  and  English  minis* 
try  were  present* 

It  is  a  positive  libel  on  the  nation, 
yet  true;  and  the  following  was  among 
the  amusements  of  the  evening. 

My  Lord  C— h— who  had  previ- 
ously, n[iore  than  once,  evinced  that  he 
was  not  bom  to  be  drowned— having 
made  copious  libations  at  the  shrine  of 
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Bacdius^  sou^t  a  momentary  tttreat 
into  the  open  air;  wlien  k>!  ^  my 
Lord  gased  on  the  starry  firmament^ 
and  all  his  contemplations  seemed  bent 
intently  on  the  sign  /^tf^*--- an  aromadc. 
shower  from  a  ^perb  irase  o£  Seire 
china,  interrupted  his  jbiihsoplaic  re» 
verie. 

The  stoutest  heart  m%ht  weE  retreat 
from  such  an  9^rwbelmi^  attack. 

*  I  beg  to  inform  the  ladies^  Hiv^fisces  (signU 
fying  the  fishes)  is  one  of  the  twelre  signs  of  the 
2odiac^or  belt  that  aurroonds  the  miiyerse* 
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«  €l»  ddO}  die  sdagura  I"««<brieked 
i^  94^^t«d  chanbennaid. 

Reader,  have  you  never  seen  Kemble 
start  at  the  appearance  of  Banquo's 
^host,  and  then  exclaim  •  •  •  •  • 

<^  Sltak*^  not  JTQW  gory  locks  at  me  1'' 

Or,  have  you  not  noticed  how  the 
Nb^ouhcfend  dog^  rettirning  from  a 
watery  excursion  to  the  shore,  will  shake 
loi  ie^qr  skkft,  to  the  annoyance  of  all 
who  appi'oach  him  ? 

So  staitod  tb0  a&igked  Abigail! 
So  shook  the  inundated  peer ! 
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By  tlie  amiable  attention  of  hits  aini- 
able  hostess,  my  Lord  was  afterward^ 
carefully  rubbed  down ;  his  valet  brought 
him  other  clothes — he  again  joined  the 
brilliant  circle,  where  the  malheur  was 
forgotten  in  the  sweetness  of  the  C— *s 
voice  ;^  who  obligingly  favored  the 
company  with  a  da  capo  of " 

'^  Water  parked  from  the  Sea  i» 

Meanwhile  Edward's  barouche  came 
out.  "    :;;       _ 

It  was  built  ia  exact  iiiiikation  Ctf  su 
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5tj^e  coach,  with  an  accommodatioa 
boot  behmd,  and  another  before,  at* 
tached  to  the  body  j  an  extremely  high 
box  carpeted  in  the  seat,  with  an  iroa 
raiUng  round  it  i  chains  instead  of  pole 
pieces* 

KGs  horses  were  of  diflFerent  colors  j 
but  triauned  alike  to  every  individual 
hair:  he  had  aired  them  in  a  break 
every  nK)mii^  for  six  wedks  previously, 
attended  by  a  skilful  coachman,  who 
taught  how  to  sU — ^how  to  square  his 
elbows — how  to  tremble  the  rdaas  on 
his  left  ungloved  hand,  like  the  gamut 
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of  a  stringed  instrument — go  that  erory 
iiorse^  should  feel  his  bit  and  do  his 
work,  without  any  apparent  exertion 
from  the  driver. 

Thus  lessoned,  the  much  longed-for 
morning  dawned.  It  was  Sunday,  and 
the  Gruttters  had  ptonis^  to  honor 
htm  with  their  company  hi  the  Park : 
Miu  Grunter  provokaiigly  insisting  to 
occupy  the  ^ving  box  in  despite  of 
her  n\pther*s  bridled  chin — ^her  sister's 
pouting  H^)— and  her  con&ssw's  aqutnt- 
ing  negative. 
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$1^e  posltivdy  seized  w  tfce  post  of 
honor,  excliiining  wit}i  Ranger, 

<<  Up  I  go — «eckj  or  nothing.'' 

A  beautiful  spring  morning,  enlivened 
by  a  cheerful  sun,  ii^^dted  all  the  idlers 
about  town  to  the  Park :  the  prome- 
nade was  crowded  with  beajity— *he 
ride  was  filled  with  hors^,  ^ugh  as  are 
not  in  equal  numbers  and  perfection  of 
forgi  to  be  seen,  elsewhere^  in  the  habit* 
able  world. 

The  branches  of  tjie  treps  were  burst* 
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xm  the  arm  of  her  companion—^*  yott 
^*  see  all  the  world,  and  I  wUl  be  to 
^*  you  as  Asmodeus  was  to  the  scholar, 
^*  who  released  him  from  the  Magiciaa's 
"  power. 

**  It  is  only  supposing  the  vehicle  to 
**  which  I  shall  point  to  be  a  chamber  j 
^  and  that  I  have  led  you  invisibly, 
**  through    the   roo^  to   espy    *  the 
^  nakedness  of  the  land*/ 

*  These  jinecdotes  are  giTen  in  coniinnitj, 
to  avoid  the  Scheherezade-Iike  interruptioni 
titey  would  otherwise  sttffer.    Sat  the  reader 
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•Look  to  the  tight;  th^  lady  occupying 
the  back  seat  of  that  superb  brc^Svn  vis- 
a^fa  is  the  younger  of  foui:  sisters. 
Her  father  ranks  among  the  fost  of  otir 
nobles,    but   devotes    his  life   to  the 
charms  of  retirement  j  while  my  Lady 
deVof ed  hers  to  popularity  in  the  world 
oi?£kshion,  where  she  out  brazened  every 
m(^esf  competitof,    and   long   reigned 
fiupfeme  atbitress  of  tofi. 

**The  eldest  of  her  daughters — that  is, 

will  suppose  that  they  were  related  at  different 
titties,  and  by  different  persons. 
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by  her  own  biography^  for  tBe  dditt 
having  married  a  commoner  is  not 
reckoned  in  the  £uaily-^  the  domestic 
wife  of  a  peer  of  very  hi^  rank,  who 
takes  mere  pleasure  in  a  sailing  match 
than  a  drawing  room ;  and  mixes  little 
with  the  beau-^monde#  Her  Q  «  * , 
from  this  retirement^  is  a  mere  vegetable 
in  the  ainimal  world 

^^  The  sec(md  is  the  amisd^&wi^  oi 
a  rough  and  gallant  soldier,  lately  suc- 
ceed la  his  birthr^ht  dignkie^>  andl 
pvomocedtobig}!  ccmmand 
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**Inthis  public  situation,  tli^y  combine 
tkeir  powers  to  make  the  people  happjr 
whom  they  govern ;  and  hold  up  to  the 
world,  a  rare  instance  of  uncAtrusiv^ 
virtue^  ornamenting  exalted  rank. 

^*  The  third — ^pretty,  livdy^and  satiri- 
cal,  moves  in  a  sphere  one  degree  below 
her  sisters.  Nothing  remarkable  has 
hitherto  marked  her  life.  She  is  an 
exemplary  wife,  and  a  good  mother. 

^^  The  youngest  is  married  to  a  noWc- 
man,  and  bears  equal  rank  with  her 
elders*    She  has  moved  in  all  the  public  _ 
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pomp  of  office,  veiling  the  meanness  of 
<lomestic  ceconomyT-<onsequently,  un- 
popular 


ar. 


Her  Ladyship  having  lost  some  forty  or 
fifty  thousand  pounds  to  a  foreign  prince, 
deceased,  had  recourse  to  a  new  way  of 
paying  old  debts,  by  making  a  card 
purse  out  of  the  allowances  of  G  ; 

but  policy  seems,  to  have  been  her 
mother's  milk — Policy  made  her  fall  in 
love  with  the  late  ever  to  be  revered 

D i  and  wear  widow's  weeds  at  his 

lamented  decease. — ^Policy  made  her 
flirt  with  the  elegant  Beauharnois,  at 

VOL.  I.  F 
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Paris — therebeing,  then,  no  nearer  heir 
apparent* — ^till   every  body  wondered 

*  H —  M — -  Jb  said  to  have  heea  so  little 
pleased  with  this  Parisian  tour,  that  he  was  ex- 
tremely cooLto  H —  G— ^ —  when  she  appeared 
^t  C^ CD  her  return. 

The  Lady's  indignation,  at  this  treatment,  was 
for  some  time  smothered ;  till  a  new  r — 1  offbnce 
set  all  her  Highland  blood  into  commotion. 

^<  Pray  sir" — she  said,  strutting  np  to  the 

P with  a  martial  step,  and  almost  kimboed 

arms— -^^  how   does  it  happen  that  you  suJQfer 
<« to  abuse  me  at  your  table.     I  know 
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^x^at  would  be  the  end  of  it.— Hiey 
were  remarkable  for  nxMdtnng. 

^  that  he  had  the-impttiienee  to  S9kj — ^^  bo  and 
•<<  so—" 

^'  I  dp  not  recollect  any  such  conversation'^ 
— retamed  H.  R.  H.  with  a  bow  of  elegant 
^condescension — ^^  nor  do  I  ^yer  betray  private 
^^  conversation.  If  I  knew  your  informant,  I 
^'  woald  take  care  he  never  should  so  err  again 
<<  at  my  table." 

Foiled  by  this  coolly-cutting  reproof— the  lady 
crimsoned  uU  over ;  and  as  rage  must  have  its 
f2 
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The  mother  of  this  Grace  has  been  re-  , 
markable  through  life  for  displaying  a 
settled  contempt  for  every  rule  of  polite 
etiquette;  which,  added  to  anunrestrdn- 
de  indulgenceof  her  natural  feelings,  and 
the  convivial  freedom 

Tent,  she  turned  to  General  G         ,  who  was 
in  the  circle^  exclaiming — 

''  And  you  ^ay  tell  th«  K — ,  sir,  that  unless 
'^  he  receives  me  better — ^neither  I — ^nor  any  of ' 
*^  my  family  shall  ever  go  to  C— t  again."  ^ 

H —  G then  stalked  away,  rnqfesiically* 
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of  a  Bacchante,  form  the  noble  pedestal  on 
which  she  has  reared  her  spetless  fame. 

An  open  chubby  countenance  that 
never  knew  a. blush*;  a  ready  repartee  ;  - 

*  The  following  anecdote  U  on  record.  "  A 
rural  life  in  the  coldest  climates  will  generate, 
warmth  in  the  female  bosom,  and  if  opportunity 
offer,  it  is  rather  unfortunate,  if  it  be  not  suc- 
ceeded hj  enjoyment..  Innocent  stratagems 
are  sometimes  employed  to  encourage  the  diffi* 
dence,  and  stimulate  the  desires>  of  timid  uncon* 
scious  youth. 

''  It    is  related,  how    a  certain  experienced' 
F  3 
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less  remarkable  for  wit  than  efi^ont- 

matron  of  high  Rank  and  Scottish  extraction^ 
amidst  the  interesting  solitude  of  an  eToning 
promenade^  in  the  thickest  recesses  of  a  seques- 
tered grove,  in  a  gentle  t6to.4-t6te,  once  deigned 
obliquely  to  court  the  amorous  farors  of  a- 
young  mUitary  novice  on  a  Tisit  at  the  Chateau. 

"  Burning  to  accomplish  her  object,  she 
tenderly  asked  him,  if  he  oould  spell  op,por,tu, 
Bi,ty — ^when  alas!  the  stupid  Cymon  not  only 
neglected  the  opportunity^  but  to  display  his 
innocence,  or  rather  his  ignorance,  in  stronger 
colors,  related  at  supper  his  simple  story,  which 
soTTed  only  to  excU§  mirth  in  the  company,  and. 
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ery*  r-  have  enabled  her  to  elbow 
throng^  the  croud,  and  gain  the  throne 
of  fashion- 

in  no  wise  disconcerted  the  Udy-whose  bronze 
^i^dai^ed  to  chaAge  its  colore 

^*  We  ar^  bound  to  admire  the  tender  ii^jc- 
nnity,  a^d  umhaken  Jirmness  of  the  noble  Lady 
—Happy  effect  of  polished  edncation  I" 

*  H —  G fonnerly  had  a  quarrel  with  the 

late  Mr.  P  ,  and  not  only  aToided  asking 
him  to  her  Qwn  house;  but  a?oided  meeting 
him  elsewhere.  At  length,  in  a  sudden  fit  of 
good  humour^  she  determined  to  make  friends 
f4 
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Whatever  may  be  said  of  her  as  a 
wife — it  must  be  allowed  she  has  been 
a  good  mother ;  her  -daughters  being  si 
greatly  married. 

The  6i^  husband   of  the  bonny 

witli  him,  one  night,  when  fhe  f aw  him  mt  n 
party,  and  going  np  to  htm  with  a  broad  imil^ 
•he  said,  without  preface, 

.  **  Pray,  Mr.  P ,  do  you  talk  as  much  non. 

^\  sense  lately  as  you  used  to  do  ?" 

"  Really,  Y—  G ,"he  replied— <^  I  am 

'^  not  aware ;  but  certainly  I  hare  not  heard 
^<  so  much  ncmsense  lately^  as  I  used  to  do." 
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dame  has  also  his  amusements  }  oi  less^ 
€clat,  certainly,  but,  perhaps,  of  equal 
pleasantry,  as  a  little  anecdote  will  un- 
fold. 

^  Amid  the  rudest  scenery  of  the 
Highlands,  where  hill  contends  with 
hill,  and  barren  heaths  display  the  rug* 
gedness  of  uncultivated  nature,  a  sports-- 
man>  lately,  chanced  to  stray. 

"  IBs  eager  eye  pursued  the  timid 
grouse  J  but  soon  two  obj-ects  of  sera- 
phic form  burst  on  his  raptured^view  I 
f5 
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^^  He  gazed  in  speechless  ecstasy. 
They  were  not  of  another  worlds — for 
all  the  elegandes  of  modern  ton 
adorned  their  persons. 

**  He  advanced  to  cross  them  (Ml  their 
path,  and  bent  before  them  as  to  superior 
beingSr 

•» 

**They  returned  the  stranger^s  courtc- 
sey  with  unaffected  smiles  of  polished 
condescension.  They  were  enrobed  in 
light  drapery  of  the  finest  musKn ;  and 
tlheir  dress  and  manners  were  correspon- 
dent with  the  newest  fashion. 
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^  WhQ  could  they  be  ?— 

**  The  stranger   followed   to  their 

^k. they  were  fhe  daijg^ters  of 

t^eD— ofG— .** 

^trapge  r^rts  are  in  circuladon  of 

**   THE     MYSTERIOUS     MOTHER*' 

lime  will  devellope  all  things. 

Buti^pe — ^anotfter  sjibject  caXls  £px  pT?r 
attrition.  "Do  you  note  that  gentlexnap. 
j^hp  rid/e;s  ^  near  the  railing,  and  hfU« 
just  saluted  the  ladies  in  yqn  /q^efXQ^ 
riage  ? 

k6 
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"  I  do/*^— answered  Edward — ^^  and 
my  attention  hangs  upon  your  lips/' 

His  name  is  Spensur,  and  he  is  just 
returned  from  the  Continent,  where  he 
was  employed  in  a  public  character. 
He  is  brother  to  our  navzd  hero  of  that 
name. 

During  his  abode  at  C ,  he  be- 
came enamtoured  of  a  beautiful  German 
youniglady,  the  Doggerman's  daughter, 
and  was  made  happy  m  the  possession 
oih^  hand 
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His  public  duties,  however,  soon  after 
his  marriage  recalled  him  to  England ; 
and  hQ  left  his  lovely  brid6  to  await  his 
rieturn. 

Some  time  liaving  passed,  and  no 
mention  being  made  of  his  return,  Mrsw 
Spensur  determined  to  join  him  in 
England.  She,  accordingly,  took  heir 
passage,  but  unhappily  the  vessel  in 
which  she  sailed,  was  captured^  and 
carried  into  France. 

Aa  the  subject  of  a  power  in  amity 
with  the  French  goveninient,  the  fan: 
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voyager  claimed  her  privilege  through 
the  piedium  of  her  ambassadorrr-but 
her  rekase  was  denied*  her,  on  the  plea 
of  her  having  married  an  Englishman* 

Personal  pique  might,  pej:hap3>  have 
influenced  this  ung^ant  answer  irqn^  a 
^illant  nation,  as  the  name  was  hatejEu^ 
to  the  ears  of  Buonaparte* 

'fhe  i;iinceasing  application  pi  her  anw 
bassador,  however,  ^length  partially 
prevailed ;  and  Mrs.  Spensur  was  al- 
lowed to  go  to  Naples*. 
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Arriving-^with  her  sister — and  her 
money  being  all  expended,  her  only  re- 
source was  in  her  Jewels,  which  she 
disposed  of  for  their  support}  when, 
fortunately,  as  she  imagined,  an  Italian 
nobleman  was  about  to  sail  for  England^ 
and  ofiered  hifiisetf  to  be  ^eir  escort. 

Without  further  accident,  they  read> 
ed  London,  and  put  up  at  a  fas^onable 
hotel ;  of  which,  knmecUate  notice  was 
conveyed  to  Mr.  Spensur,  by  his  impa;^ 
tiently  afie<^nate  wife. 

But  he,  £gM^]ionabty  di^wtyAcrely^ 
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paid  the  party  a  visit  at  their  hotel — 
was  profuse  in  his  compliments  to  the 
Marquis — ^and  departed,  on  some  Hg^ 
excuse,  leaving  them  just  as  he  found 
them. 

It  appeared,  afterwards,  that  the  gek^ 
TLEMAN  was  iu  high  keeping  with  two 
ladies  of  high  £tshion,  when  the  mal« 
a-propos  vidt  of  his  wife  threatened  to 
mar  his  domestic  comforts;  but  Mrs. 
Spensur  was  lynx  eyed ;  and  finding  the 
sort  oj  man  she  had  niarried^  determined 
on  returning  to  her  family  without  con^ 
descending  even  to  upbraid  him. 
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In  this 'situation  of  refined  non-chal- 
ance,  the  Marquis  told  his  new  friend 
he  had  a  bill  for  SOOl.  which  he  wished 
to  get  discounted,  but  knew  dot  how. 
The  name*  were  unexceptionable. 

»«  My  deat  feBow**— replied  Mr. 
Spensur— *♦  how  happy  you  make  m* 
"  in  allowbg  me  to  serve  you,  1  wiH 
^  get  the  bill  cashed  immediately/* 

He  did  so— but  forgetting  the  differ- 
encebetween  meurmndi  tuum-'^the  money 
found  the  way  into  his  own  pocket,  in- 
stead of  the  poor  Marquis's, 
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It  was  whimpered,  that  Mr.  Spensur, 
on  tUs  occasion,  laughed  at  the  thing, 
as  a  good  joke,  swearing  that  a  fa,ir  ex^ 
change  waa  no  robbery*. 

From  the  service  of  these  two  ladies 
he  was^  shortly  afta:^  discai^dedj^  wh^ 
he  beca?!?  the  &vor^te  of  %  certain 
widow  vn  S  ■  .0  Street,  wi^h  whom 
he  entered  9R  present  pay^  j^n^  good 
quarter)^. 

*  It  wqqld  be  yerj  unpardonable  indeed  to   * 
suffer  this  mi  to  pass  without  stating — ^That  not 
the  slightest  opprobrium  has  eter,  in  reality,, 
attached  to  this  injured  Lady's  character*. 
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One  unlucky  night— perhaps  ta  shew 
his  authority-~he  took  it  into  his  head» 
to  see  if  the  house  was  locked  up  safe  j 
when^  lo !  as  he  entered  the  Idtchen^ 
he  found  Mrs.  Cook  amorously  seated 
on  the  lap  of  her  enamorato^  and  both 
so  busied  with  their  own  happiness,  that 
-he  stole  upon  them  vnnwares* 

"  Fellow*' — S2ud  the  intrepid  Spensur 
•~"  What  business  have  yoiu  ift  this^ 
house?** 

^^May  hap,  as  much  as  yauw — or  there^ 
about,  feller — *^  was  the  laconic  re- 
ply; 
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Spensur  cursed  and  swore  that  he 
would  charge  the  watch  with  him. 

*^Yauwhad  bctther  not"— said  the 
routed  lover — but  Spensur  was  en-* 
raged,  and  collared  the  culprit }  upon 
which,  the  man  gave  him  a  Yprkshire 
hug,  that  laid  him  flat  upon  the  kitchen 
floor. 

The  whole  house  was  now  in  an 
uproar :  and  in  the  terror  of  the  scene^ 
the  watch  was  called  by  one  of  th^  other 
maids,  who  came  running  down  stairs 
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half  dressed,  and  screaming  **  murder  !** 
*^  thieves  !'*  "  thieves ! — ^murder  !'* 

With  many  opprobrious  terms,  the 
poor  Yorkshireman  was  given  over  to 
the  watch;  and,  in  his  turn,  he  charged 
Spensur. 

The  uproar,  notwithstanding  the 
hour,  collected  many  persons  before  the 
door,  when  the  Yorkshireman  thus  ad- 
dressed his  fellow  prisoner. 

**  Tsiuw,  a  gentleman !— to  be  zure. 
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''  and  so  yauw  be — to  leave  yaur  own 
^*  lawful  wedded  wife,  to  cum  here  ran- 
*^  tipoling  after  Madam  Hotapon't — ^I  do 
^*  be  ashamed  of  ye— that  I  be — ^I  ha* 
"**  gotten  no  wtfe-^  daunt  hurten  no- 
^*  body-— and  where  do  be  the  hw, 
"  then,  to  keep  I,  from  sweethearting  a 
**  bit,  when  the  maiden  do  be  willing/* 

The  neJxt  object  of  Miss  Gruiiter^ 
Ittogfaphy  was  a  famous  ca^t  off  demi- 
rep. 

^IBless  usP^'^^-'exdiaimed  the  fur 
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pride  has  had'* — ^pointing  —  "  who 
would  believe  that  she  had  lately  been 
the  managing  darke  in  a  great  A— ^— 
concern  iMider  the  firm  of  IVede- 
riqiie.  Brown  wood,  and  Co.  but  a 
jealousy  have  arisen  among  the  partners^ 
and  Mr.  Brownwood  complaining  that 
Mr.  Frederique — her  keeper— suffered 
meritridous  influence  to  exceed  all 
bounds,  remonstrated,  to  the  disgrace 
of  the  Lady. 

It  is  worthy  of  remarik,  that  ^his 
lady's  patroiK^,  When  in  i)owef/%>ii8 
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looked  up  to  as  the  most  promising  in 
the  kingdom*. 

She  invented  a  new  game — ^I  do  not 
know  whether,  or  not,  by  patent — ^for 
the  amusement  of  all  little  master 
Jackeys.  ^ 

It  consisted  in   making  paste  board 

4 

*  When  Mr.  Frederique  would,  at  times,  be 
low  spirited  with  the  dread  of  an  iD?estigatioD, 
his  darke  would  facetiously  rally  him  thus, 

^*  Never  fear^  doctor y  you  are  a  K-^S ^ 

Jfobodyyou  knowy  dare  touchyouJ^ 
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infants  leap  over  the  heads  (rf  veterans  ; 
which  leap  was  magically  facilitated  by 
the  deposit  of  a  purse,  at  every  jump, 
which  she  caught  in  her  lap. 

She  also  invented  a  niachine,  by 
means  of  which  she  could  write  the 
name  of  Frederique,  and  make  it  pass 
current  with  the  house— some  say,  for 
thousands. — And  so  powerful  were  her 
spells,  that  one  of  her  footmen,  who 
had  a  handsome  leg,  and  square  shouU 
ders,  was  metamorphosed,  in  a  few 
months,  into  a  captain  of  foot,  as  a  re- 
ward for  past  services.  -» 

VOL.  I.  G 
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The  next  to  be  pourtrayed,  is  Mr. 
Jessamy. 

** neat  and  trimly  dress'd 

^^  Fresh  as  a   bridegroom ;  and  his  chin,  new 

**  reaped, 
'^  Shews  like  a  stubble  land,  at  harrest  home  z 
^'  He  b  perfumed  like  a  milliner ; 
^^  And  Hwixt  his  finger  and  his  thumb,  he  holds 
<^  A  pounced  box,  which  ever  and  anon 
*^  He  gifes  his  nose — and  takes' t  away  again*.** 

Early  in  life,  with  a  fortune  of  about 
twenty  thousand  pounds,  this  sweetly 

•  The  person  is  changed  from  the  original. 
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scented  Adonis  married  a  young  lady 
who  was  the  rich  heiress  of  a  trader  in 
the  dty. 

The  newly  wedded  pair,  soon  after, 
made  a  tour  of  the  Continent ;  whence 
the  gentleman  returned  rich  in  two 
beautiful  Italian  greyhounds—while  his 
JLady's  travelled  improvements  ranked 
her  with  the  virtuosi. 

A  splendid  mansion*    opened  with 

The  bronze  figures  that  lighted  his  side- 
board cost  1000  guineas  in  Italy. 
o  2 
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sumptuous  entertsunments,  soon  became 
the  receptacle  of  an  elegant  mob.  And 
for  a  few  seasons,  their  rank  among  the 
haut  ton  was  established. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Jessamy  had  passed 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  India ;  and 
about  this  period,  a  gentleman  who  had 
been  his  youthful  friend,  returned  from 
the  scorching  pliuns  of  Hindustan,  a 
martyr  to  the  ravages  of  the  climate. 

Mr;  Jessamy  hasted  to  greet  him,  on 
his  arrival— took  him  home  as.  his 
fether*s  friend— ^ond  was  as  a  son  unto 
himt 
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Mrs.  Jessamy,  with  an  amiaUe  polite- 
ness and  obliging  solicitnde,  would  often 
pass  her  evening  in  the  chamber  of  the 
invalid,  who  ultimately  repaid  the  friend- 
ship of  his  host  with  the  grossest  viola- 
tion of  honor  and  hospitality*. 

*  A  poor  Swiss  haying  been  ungratefully  re- 
paid for  his  national  hospitality  to  a  soldier, 
preferred  the  following  simple,  but  energetic, 
complaint  agidnst  the  delinquent,  in  the  presence 
q{  his  officers : 

^*  May  it  please  your  honors — dis  shentleman 
come  up  into  mine  house — ^he  yas  eater  mine 
o3 
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Once  detectedjthe  lady^ro«^/)^quitted 
her  home  with  her  decrepit  paramour, 
leaving,  contemptuously,  her  dear  Jerry 
Sneak, 

"  To  sigh  alone— and  think  on  what 

was  past !" 

At  first,  Mr.  Jessamy's  pride  kept  up 
his  resolution  in  finally  separating  from 


meat-^e  Tas  drinker  mine  drink — he  vat 
picker  mine  pocket — he  vas  kisser  mine  vifc— -he 
vas  dammer  mine  eyes— he  vas  kicker  me  down 
stairs ! ! ! 
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the  hyena  he  had  taken  to  his  bosom  ; 
but  when  he  looked  into  his  accounts, 
and  found  that  his  twenty  thousand 
pounds  had  been  the  ready  source  of 
all  their  elegant  expenses — ^and  that  his 
wife,  bad  as  she  was,  in  taking  away 
herself,  had  taken  away  her  fortune 
— he,  most  philosophically,  resolved  to 
forgive  thedear  oflfender — ^whom  he  told 
her  friends  he  could  not  live  without — 
and  pressed  them  to  solicit  her  return. 

Every  woman  of  spirit  would  act  as 
Mrs.    Jessamy    did — she   spurned   the 
pflfer — Cleaving  him   to    the  caresses  of 
G  4 
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his  two  Italian  grey-houiids,  and  to 
study  ways  and  means  on  the  Stock 
Exchai:ige  among  the  bulls  and  bears. 

Now  you  shall  See  what  you  shall  see 
— huzza,  for  Laetitia  D^ —  of  L — k — r's 
lane  in  the  parish  of  St.  G 3*6  ! 

See  how  she  spins  along  those  b6auti- 
ful  blood  bays  j — ^we  are  very  intimate, 
and  I  can  tell  you  all  about  her. 

No  woman  in  England  drives  four 
in  hand  more  knowingly  than  my  Lady. 
Not  even  the  celebrated  Mrs.  H s, 
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or  the  driving  Brewer'^  driving  duld* 
nea« 

No  woman  ever  rode  so  well  up  to 
the  hounds — not  excepting  Mrs.  M.  A, 

T ,  Lady  M-— ^,  or  Lady  S ,  or 

conges  so  sportingly  in  at  the  death. 

No  woman  can  boast  mc^^  fashion* 
able  principles — ^for  she  has  a  thorop^ 
contempt  for  all  her  former  associates, 
and  a  dear  delight  in  letting  you  know 
she  is  allied  to  nobility. 

When  a  certain  Baronet  of  driving 
g5 
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notoriety,  whose  head  is  proverbially 
weak,  was  yet  a  boy;  and  the  beautiful 
Laetitia  a  celebrated  cyprian,  he  won  her 
to  his  arms,  like  another  Danae;  but  a 
certain  personage  of  exalted  rank,  pro- 
fessing himsdf  ako  her  lover ;  the  lady, 
well  knowing  her  p*s  and  q's,  swore  she 
would  desert  her  keeper,  for  her  more 
illustrious    gallant,  unless  he  married 
her. 

The  Baronet  was  over  head  and  ears 
in  love,  and  they  became  ^*  one  bone 
and  one  flesh.'* 
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In  this  new  sphere  of  life,  she  moved 
a     splendid    constellaticm.      The    St 

G s*s  bulk  was  transformed  into  an 

Opera-box ;  but  as  the  female  world  was 
a  little  squeamish,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  give  my  Lady  a  companion  of  her 
own  sex — to  save  appearances — a  pretty, 
fair,  blue  eyed,  flaxen  haired,  girl — a 
neice  of  my  Lady's — was  transplanted 
from  the  mysteries  t)f  L — ^rs  Lane  to 
the  mysteries  of  my  Lady's  boudoir,  to 
which  she  was  admitted  after   divers 
scrubbings,  and  a  vast  consumption  of  ^ 
.  rose  and  honey  water, 
g6 
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The  St.  G  s^s  beauty  seemed  as 
if  born  to  grace  the  new  hemisphere 
•  she  shone  in— her  language  refined  with 
her  manners  y  insomuch,  that  when  she 
sometimes  caught  an  oath  tripping  glib- 
ly along  her  tongue,  she  could  g|ve  a 
great  gulp— and  swallow  it. 

At  length,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  or 
nineteen,  she  had  drilled  herself  into 
fashion  J  and  nature  had  made  her 
lovely. 

The  eye  of  many  a  rate  wantoned 
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o'er  her  charms— but  Miss  was  forbid- 
den fruit. 

She  would  not  sell  her  fevors ;  and 
no  one,  as  yet,  had  been  found  sufficient- 
ly in  love  to  ask  her  hand  in  marriage. 

•  It  happened,  that  a  Certain  nobleman, 
gay,  thoughtless,  extravagant,  and  li- 
centious— but  with  many  private  vir- 
tues— ^had  lost  a  considerable  sum*,  at 
the  gaming  table,  to  his  friend  the  driv- 
ing Baronet. 

*  Sixt«eQ  thousand  poaiid&. 
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They  were  t^te-a-£cte,  shcnrtly  after, 
at  the  Baronet's  table — ^the  Champaigne 
had  made  many  rounds,  and  my  Lord 
fek  he  was  up  to  any  thing. 

Now  was  the  time. 

*'  Marry  my  neice,  my  Lord*^— ex- 
claimed the  Baronet  gaily—"  and  your 
debt  is  cancelled." 

**  Your  hand,  my  boy**— rejoined  his 
Lordship. 

**  And  done,  and  doners,  enough  be- 
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tween  two  jontlemen,  according  to  Mis!^ 
Edgeworth's  Dublin  shoe-black.'* 

The  next  mornings  when  my  Lord 
awoke,  he  found  himself  in  a  strange 
bed,  with  a  beautiful  bedfellow  j  and 
after  rubbing  his  eyes  for  a  few  minutes, 
to  collect  his  senses,  he,  at  length,  recol- 
lected, he  had  been  married  a  few  hours 
before  on  the  leads  of  the  Baronet's 
house  ! 

Shortly  after,  they  made  their  [mblic 
entree  on  the  Ascot  course,  as  man  and 
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wife,  in  a  phaeton  with  six  greys  in 
hand. 

Having  played  his  part  through  a 
short  but  joyous  scene  on  this  stage,  he 
made  a  sudden  exit  to  a  better  world, 
and  was  succeeded  in  his  titles,  profu- 
sion, and  follies — ^I  do  not  say  his  virtues 
—by  the  present  Lord  Crippleton,  whom 
we  shall  meet  presently,  as  he  is  a  noted 
Barouche  driver. 

Aye,  here  he  comes,  splashing  along 
at  the  rate  of  sixteen  miles  an  hour» 
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The  gentleman  seated  with  him  on  the 
box,  is  Tom,  his  buflfoon.  He  leads  him 
into  parties,  as  ^  Charlatan  leads  his 
ape— for  the  amusement  of  company. 

Tom  nas  an  excellent  knack  at  catch- 
ing nuts,  of*  which  his  Patron  is  so  well 
aware,  that  lie  lays  bets  at  table  that 
he  will  lodge  so  many,  out  of  so  many, 
nuts  in  Tom's  mouth :  and  the  bet 
being  made,  my  Lord  gives  the  signal, 

with'a ^'^  Come,  Tom''~and  TcMn 

prepares  to  catch; 

I  am  not  positive  whether  the.  same 
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rewards  are  inflicted  upon  Tom,  when 
he  loses  his  patron's  money,  as  those 
bestowed^  on  the  dancing  dogs;  but 
Tom  appears  to  be  in  great  awe  of  his 
noble  master. 

The  beautiful  creature  who  sat  alone 
in  the  carriage  is  my  Lady — ^her  motto 
**  Varieif^ — ^by  the  bye,  I  could  tell  you 
an  excellent  family  jest;  of,  how  my 
Lord  came  in  suddenly,  and  found  my 
Lady  out ;  and  how  my  Lord  cozened  the 
cozener  out  of  four  thousand  pounds, 
for  poaching  on   his  cominh  manor— 
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and  how  the  noble  deKnquent  took  out 
a  sporting  licence  to  knock  down  his 
Lordship^s  game  at  pleasure,  without 
any  the  least  let,  hindrance,  or  molesta- 
tion whatsoever.  But  I  would,  for  the 
present,  draw  your  attention  to  yon 
crimson  carriage. 

My  Lady  Peppercorn — fat,  fair,  and 
forty  J  she  has  been  a  celebrated  beau- 
ty, and  was  left  a  young  widow  with 
little  else  than  her  charms  to  carry  on 
the  war. 

Her  destiny  led  her  to  the  Continent^ 
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and  at  Rome  she  captivated  an  elegant 
and  accomplished  youth  of  Royal  birth 
then  on  his  travels — but  vi^hile  prelim^, 
naries  were  settling  for  yielding  up. the 
garrison ;  another,  and  more  lovely 
English- woman,  appeared  before  the 
walls ;  and  with  the  artillery  of  her 
eyes  forced  the  Prince  to'  raise  the 
riege. 

A  variety  of  adventures,  at  length, 
restored  this  national  ornament  to  gem 
in  the  British  court.  Her  travels  had 
not  filled  her  purse  ;  and  a  noble  Lord, 
very  benevolently,  set  on  foot  a  subscrip- 
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tion  to  present  her  Ladyship  with  ten 
thousand  pounds.      , 

Lord  Peppercorn,  who  is  very  af- 
fluent, and  the  personification  of  bene- 
voletice — when  beauty  claims  the  meed--^ 
was  solicited  to  put  down  his  name  for 
one  thousand  guineas  in  relief  of  his  fair 
countrywoman — ^when  his  Lordship, 
not  liking  a  pig  in  a  poke,  desired  to  be 
introduced. 

It  so  fell  out,  that  my  Lord's  charity 
had  devised  a  number  of  ways  to  ex- 
plain itself.    And  this  becomii>g  ocularly 
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manifest  to  a  near  relation  of  her  Lady- 
ship's— ^my  Lord  Peppercorn  had  to 
chuse  between  a  wife  anda  bullet;  which 
,choice  a  very  convenient  appeal  to  the 
Doctor's  Commons*,afew  weeks  before, 
had  enabled  his  Lordship  philosophically 
to  adopt. 

That  brown  chariot,  with  the  brown 


*-The  family  memoirs  are  detailed  at  large  in 
a  novel  called  7%e  Infidel  Mother^  written  by 
myself,  dnd  published  by  Hughes  of  Wigmore 
Street, 


y  Google 


143 

and  sky  blue  liveries,  is  worthy  your 
attention. 

Observe  the  antique  cocked  up  in  the 
further  corner ;  with  a  head  resembling 
in  color  and  effect  a  stewed  pruin.  She 
is  a  West  Indian  j  and  one  of  those 
outlandish  fools  who  presume  to  vie  in 
expense  with  our  first  nobility^  till  a. 
short  reign  of  ridiculous  profusion  me- 
tamorphoses their  Turkish  drawing 
rooms  to  a  less  elegant  apartment  at 
the  King's  Bench. 

This,  however,  has    not  been   the 
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finale  with  the  present  lady,  although 
her  routes  were  of  the  most  splendid 
^  nature :  her  husband  is  gone  abroad 
^  agaia,  to  recruit  from  his  attorney  ships^ 
and  she  lives  during-  his  absence*— like 
Penelope. 

Their  history  is  concise  ;  but  spirited. 
Madame  was  the  wife  of  a  gentleman 
holding  a  patent  place  at  J— —  pf  con- 
siderably emolument;  and  Monsieur^  a 
raw-boned — ^broad-shouldered— ^Scotch- 
man, whom  he  employed  as  his  private 
clerk.  • 
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"  Shortly  after,  the  gentleman  died ; 
and  supple  WooUej^his  clerk,  was  direct-*  - 
ed  by  the  executors  to    arrange    hisf 
private  accounts. 

^  In  this  situation,  the  ^ijr^;j/c?A2/i?  widow 
would  frequently — ^under  pretence  of 
his  fatigue  and  study — tempt  the  brawny 
youth,  with  a  delicate  broil,  and  a  rum- 
mer of  mixed  hock,  for  his  second 
breakfast ;  till  one  freedom  begetting 
another  freedom — Woolley  had  no  more 
to  ask  the  widow  nothing  more  to 
grant. 

VOL.  I.  H 
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Unhappily  for  the  lovee^  and  as 
happily  for  the/0Wr,MasterWoolley  had 
a  favorite  fair  at  home.  The  mistress 
of  the  boarding  house  at  which  he  lived, 
had  long  cast  a  sheep's  eye  at  him. 

'Twas  a  cheap  way  of  paying  his 
reckoning,'  and  oeconomy  is  the  soul 
of  a  Scotchman. 

Woolley  was  happy  here-r-there — 
and  every  where.  • 

But  one  unlucky  day,  when  the  pre-* 
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seiice  of  the  executors  had  detained 
WooUey  much  beyond  his,  usual  hour 
at  the  office — ^and  he  was  engaged  out 
to  dinner — ^in  his  extreme  hurry  to 
dress,  he  forgot  a  tender  billet,  wh^ich 
*^  love's  messenger*^  in  the  shape  of 
Mamma  Quasheba,  an  old  Mulatto  wo- 
man, had  slipped  into  his  hand,  and  he 
had  slipped  into  his  pocket. 

This  note  fell  into  the  possession  of 
his  jealous  Argus  at  home,  who  had  long 
watched  an  opportunity  to  catch  the 
infidel  tripping. 

H  3 
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She  eagerly  tore  open  the  sciawiy  and 
after  some  trouble,  read  as  follows : 

**  My  addoribble  Kretur, 
Kum  to  de  litiy  dore  in  de  bak  fiacbj 
wen  dcm  neger  all  sleeps  boute  one  a  clokj 
to  my  longhin  arms.    Tours  till  detb. 

"  Cassandra:' 

This  elegant  morceau  was  nuts  to  die 
finder:  not  a  word  escaped  her,  to 
WooUey,  thai  night;  but  judge  his 
amazement,  when  he  found,  next  day, 
that  the  dear  billet  doux  had  been  posted 
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oh  the  door,  of  the  Public*  Buildings, 
and  the  contents  communicated  to  the 
town,  with  a  note  explanatory  of  the 
signature"  Cassandra/*    . 

This  malicious  trick  turned  out  to 
be  a  rare  coup  de  fortune  for  Woolley. 

The  widow  \v:as  immensely  rich,  ajid  ; 

*  The  Public  Bttildtng'-^SQ  called  from  its 
containiog  the  House  of  Assembly^  the  Court 
House,  and  the  Public  Offices. — It  is  the  place  ot 
public  rendezvous — as  the  Exchange^  of  Lon- 
don, or  the  Rialto  at  Venice. 
h3 
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of  great  family.  There  was  no  way  to 
patch  up  h^r  reputation  but  one— 
Woolley  became  her  husband — succeed- 
ed to  the  patent  of  his  late  master,  and 
from  an  originally  bowings  dirty  sans- 
culotte, soon  after  became,  vitiualty^ 
king  of  the  island. 

Do  you  observe  that  little  oldfishioned 
fellow,  in  his  little  old  fashioned 
cocked  hat,  with  jthe  landau  full  of 
masters  andmtsses  ? 

He  is  a  great  backer,  and  the  young- 
sters are  his  grand  children. — But  not- 
withstanding you  see  him  so  amiably 
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engaged  in  playing  with  his  little  ones', 
he.  has  playtliings  of  a  riper -growth  for 
his  more /r/v^^*-— amusement. 

A  cherry  cheeked  ajctress  has-  long 
nnce  nude  great  havoc  with  his  heart  ^ 
and  he  'dfi^red  a  Settlement  of  ten 
thousand  pounds  to  the  dear  object  of 
his  affections ;  but  the  little  minx  knew 
there  was  no  fool  Hke  an  old  fool,  and 
that  if  he  could  give  so  much  money 
for  one  bite  at  -a  cherry ^  she  had  iK)- 
thing  to  do  but  play  bob  cherry  with  his 
feeHngs,  till  he  should  consent  to  pur- 
chase the  whole  fruit  at  her  own  price. 
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How  she  kept  her  own  feelings  in 
proper  subjugation  amid  constant  pro- 
vocatives, I  do  not  attempt  to  deter- 
mine ;  but  it  is  certain  they  never  run 
riot,  with  the  Banker^  who  is  now  re- 
solved to  have  her  "  Coute  qu^il 
CouTE,''  and  a  matrimonial  fsirce  is  said 
to  be  on  the  tapis* 

These  theatrical  alliances  are  become 
quite  fashionable.  I  suppose,  some  day 
or  other,  an  act  of  parliament  will  be 
made  to  remove  the  lawful  appellation 
of  vagabonds^ 
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Here  comes  beauty,  purity,  and  self- 
denial,  in  that  plain  open  landau. 
Three  sisters,  highly  accomplished,  and 
valued,  each,  at  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds. 

They  are  daughters  of  a  great  grazier, 
who  has  amassed,  by  acon:my  and  g(h 
vernment  contracts^  the  little  modicum 
he  intends  for  his.  girls;  whose  Kfe^ 
however,  is  too  retired  to  provoke 
eivvy,and  whose  qualifications  bid  feir  to 
make  them  wi>rthy  /nexnbers  o£  society. 

'  A  curious  discovery  lately  took  place^ 
h5      ■    . 
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op  the  appointment  of  a  new  inspec- 
tor. 

The  quarterly  day  of  review  having 
arrived,  Mr.  Contractor  saluted  the 
officer  with  great  courtesy,  and  attempt- 
ed to  place  a  fold  of  paper  in  his  hand. 

"  What  is  this'*— ^xdaimed  the  In- 
q)ector,  suffering  the  fold  of  bank  notes 
to  &tt  on  the  ground. 

**  Oh,  notlung,  my  dear  sir ;  I  have 
"*  beeft  accustodied  to  bring  this*  trifle 

*  Five  hvndred  pounds  %t   each  (|ttarte?)y 
Muf  ter'-^Nice  pickiiij|;8 1 
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**  with  xne;  it  has  served  to  lightehi 


«€ 


your  predecessor's  tr3.veQing  expences/*' 


The  Inspector  refused  the  money }. 
and  reported  the  fact*  '  - 

Here  comes  a  ducal  coronet. 

That  Bsu'ouche  and  four,  with  sable 
liveries,  contain^  the  British  Ninon  de 
TEnclos,  Lady  E — Forrester,  the  chere 
aniie  alike  of  the  late  D — s$  and  the; 
D-ofD . 

Mburried  early  in  life  to  a  man  t£ 
h6 
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contemptible  talents,  and  physically  de- 
ficient, her  Ladyship  to6k  French  leave 
of  her  amiable  partner,  and  winged  her 
flight  across  the  water. 

Of  extreme  beauty — ^great  vivacity—- 
and  by  nature  a  rover — ?he  sought  the 
gratification  of  her  vanities,  and  the  un- 
controled  indulgence  of  "  les  egaremens 
de  son  coeur,'*  in  every  court  of  Europe. 

But  though  a  voluptuary — she  was  a 
tyrant  among  her  lovers.  She  knew 
that  a  passive  indulgence  gave  a  same- 
ness to  the  most   exalted  transports. 
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She  therefore  gave  a  delicate  seasoning 
to  her  amours. — EUe  scavolt  les  menager 
— while  rival  princes  wore  her  chains, 
and  motfera  Jupiters  approached  her 
with  a  golden  sihower. 

At  length,  fatigued  even  with  enjoy- 
ment, she  retired  from  the  congenial 
delights   of  Italy,  where  she  had  long 

resided,  to  domesticate  in  England. 

i 

Few  women  have  greater  resources, 
within  themselves,  from  the  horrors  of 
ennui,  than  this  fair  libertine.  An  im- 
proved  taste  in  music^  painting,  and  all 
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the  fine  arts,  arq  the  eminently  conspi« 
cuous  talents  oJF  her  Ladyship }  and 
ttavel  has  given  so  much  witchery  to 
her  naturally  pleasing  aiul  graceful  man- 
ners,  that  her  superiority  is  evident  ia 
every  circle  she.  c^naments  with  her 
presence^ 

Her  Ladyship,  it  is  c^pectec^  wilT 
change  her  name,  sis  soon  as  etiquette 
permits,  the  ceremony* 

Mnd,  how  elegantly  my  Lord  Hump- 
ton  bends  to  his  work,  and  how  ga^ant- 
\f  his  horses  step*    He  is  one  of  the 
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most  celebrated  among  the  club  of 
Barouche  drivers.-^You  will  do  well  to 
take  a  lesson ;  for  his  Lordship  has 
neither  he^rt  nor  sotil  for  any  other  ob- 
ject than  his  favorite  blood  bays,  or 
genius  beyond  the  critical  arrangement 
of  their  harness.  ^ 

His  Lordship,  formerly,  had  warmer 
passions;  and  was,  at  a  very  early 
period  of  life,  plighted  to  my  Lady :— - 
an  indefinable*  novelty  his  object: 
money,  hers. 

*    Noyelty— curiosity — folly*— or  whateTer 
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Her  Ladyship  is  descended,  on  the 
mother*s  side,  in  a  crooked  line,  from 

other  name  may  be  most  applicable  to  an  incon- 
siderate act,  sanctioned,  only?  ^Y  ^^  caprice  of 
the  moment-— -an  emotion  which  had  4iearly 
proved  very  fatal  to  his  Lordship— previous  to 
his  marriage — while,  on  atrip  at  Scarborough; 

"A  lady  of  great  notoriety-^hc  once  fa- 
lAous  Nancy  Parsons*— made  so  great  a  hole  in< 
his  heart,  that  he,  positively,  offered  her  his  hand 
in  marriage ;  and  would,  most  probably,  have 
kfpt  his  engagement,  had  not  his  family,  trem- 
bling for  the  honor  of  their  house,  hurried  him. 
into  alt  the  excesses  of  the  metropolis,  with  a^ 
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.C.         IL  which  amdemal  bbmr  felsT  al- 
most turned  her  brain,  m  visibnary  cdn- 

viow  to  expunge  a  unaller  vicej  hj  means  of  one 
greater. 

Here,  he  saw  his  present  C— — •,  then  in  the  full 
meridisud  of  beauty :  and  the  forsaken  Nancy  wat 
.  blotted  from  his  memory. 

I  hare  read  a  short  memoir  of  this  celebrated 
liody ;  which  may  not  be  uttacceptabre  to  the 
reader — if  an  inquisitlTe  reader. 

'^  Of  her  origin  it  would  be  difficult  to  speak 
positively — ^but  it  is  beliered  that  she  was  edu« 
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temjplafions  on  the  virtues  of  Ugh  de- 
tcenL    She   is^ .  therefore^  proud  ^oid 


OiUtA  in  the  kitchen  of  the  rettowoej  Mother 
W fcyioC— dRow. 

^*  Here  Nuej  beam*  aofvairited  with 
DukeSy  Lords,  tad  BtocUegs^  who  habataUj 
paid  aoetomal  riiits  to  ihat  Cuhionable  hmmt. 

*^  Her  beaatj  wasaccidentallj  discoyere4>  and 
ahewas  elerated  to  the  honors  of  the  parlor; 
when  she  iniproyed  her  acqaaintance  with  the 
great  world^  tiUshe^  at  length,  became  the  mis* 
tress  of  a  dacal  prime  minister,  with  whom  she 
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overbearing  in  her  usual  demeanor,  Tmt 
yielding,  as  the  melting  wa^  with  those 
she  loves^ 

lif  ed  mAnjr  Y^J^h,  ^"^  ^U  thd  pomp,  of  office  and 
plenitude  of  power. 

<<  From  bit  Q         of  G— -—  the  wai  traai. 

.formed  to  bis  G of  D with  whom  fke 

made  the  grand  tonr^and  perfiscted  ben  elf  in  all 

.  those  imposing  qnalitieSy  called  traTdled  aceom* 
plishments.    At  ^er ,  return  she  D[iarried .  Lord 

.  V ^M — -^^j  ^lA^qr^amented  the  circle,  ;of 

^  British  noblesse,  to  whicl^  she  was — t^mqu^amish'' 
fy — admitted  accprding  to  hei;  rank*" 
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His  Lordship  fe  frivolous,  petulant, 
and  whimsical — so  that,  his  fretful  in- 
quietudes, invading  her  natural  com- 
placencies; and  her  high  blood  spurning 
at  opposition,  gentle  bickerings  are  wont 
to  break  forth  between  this  noble  pair. 

And  so  powerfully  resolute  is  my  Lady 
in  not  yielding  one  inch  of  her  autho- 
rity>  that  when  she  cannot  break  the 
force  of  his  argument,  she,  forcibly, 
breaks  the  head  of  the  argumentor,  and 
thereby  gains  a  complete  victory.  "  And 
while  his  Lordship's  sublime  pursuits  are 
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divided  between  the  stable,  and  the  park; 
my  Lady — when  not  airing  in  the  car- 
riage, by  way  of  proving,  to  the  world, 
how  happily  they  live  together — has  al- 
ways contrived  little  innocent  amusements 
at  home,  to  console  her  delicate  feelings, 
and  expel  the  blue  devils  from  her 
sentimental  boudoin 

See — ^what  ease — ^what  grace— what 
elegance — ^in  the  carriage  of  that  female 
figure  riding  yon  iron  grey!  How 
sweetly  she  smiles  upon  the  Adonis  who 
accompanies  her !  but  the  family  is  re-  ^ 
markable    for     their    attractions-— the 
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mother  almost  disputing  the  palm  of 
beauty  with  her  daughters  —  the 
daughters,  certainly,  the  tovdy  rivals  of 
es^h  other. 

The  fair  equestrian  is  married,  and 
her  husband  in  the  K —  B— — J 

What  charming  sensibility ! 

I  observe  another  lady  on  horseback, 
just  entering  the  Park — Oh  ! — ^*tis  my 
Lady  Melbrow— the  sylph  companion 
of  an  61d  flannelled  Peer :  unhappily, 
bondage'd    companion— for    with  .her 
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spirit  she  would  J^reak  less  galling  fetters 
tlian  the  matrimonial  chain. 

Her  father — a  noble  Lord-^sold  her, 
when  very  young,  to  the  slippered 
Pantaloon  whose  liame  she  bears ;  fmt 
though  he  sold  her  person,  he  could 
not  make  over  her  inclinations  in  the 
deed ;  those  she  had,  already,  given  to 
an  ojB5x:er  in  the  guards. 

With  a  bewitching  archness,  and  vo^ 
luptuous  smile,  her  light  airy  form  was 
irresistibly  impressive:  and  althottg|h 
education,  \  believe,  might  have  attem^ 
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pered  the  almost  wanton  expression  of 
her  charms,  a  French  governante,  who 
had  been  taught  morality  behind  the 
scenes  of  the  Italian  Opera,  encouraged, 
rather  than  repressed,  it$  too  exuberant 
growth. 

\  When,  therefore,  the  petite  brunette 
flew  to  the  chamber  of  her  governess, 
ahd  related,  all  in  tears,  the  commands 
she  had  received  from  her  cruel  hther 
po  marry  the  nasty,  gouty,  good  for 
nothing,  old  E — ^l :  Madame^  most  phi- 
losophically taking  a  pinch  of  snufF,  re- 
plied. 
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.  <<  Eh   bien,  ma  mie — ^and  what  of 
that  ?" 

^  What  of  that'* — re-echoed  the  in- 
dignant Iphigenia* 

,  "  Que  tu  es  fofle^  ma  charmante"— 
replied  the  considerate  Duenna,  patting 
her  pupU's  neck?—"  k>ok  round  the 
"  fashionable  world,  ma  petite— what 
"  constitutes^  all  great  marriages  ? 

"  Why,  the  desire  to  be  great.  You 
•*  marry  my  Lord,  and  you  become  ex- 
**  traordinairement  riche*     You  love 

VOL.  !•  I  - 
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**  the  Capitaine— fie  wiH  become  extra- 
*^  ordinairement  heureux.— Voila  Faf- 
"  faire.— Marriage  wfll  give  you  a  li- 
^  cense  to  be  happy.  TTie  Capitme 
"  will  make  you  so/* 

This  elegant  sophistry  won,  at  once, 
upon  the  yielding  heart  of  Iphigenia.— 
She  wiped  her  eyes,  smd  throwing  h» 
arms  around  her  dear  instructress,  de- 
clared herself  ready  to  meet  the  cere- 
mony. 

Every  thing  was  soon  arranged :  the 
happy  day  arrived,  and  Iphigenia— dad 
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in  all  the  decorative  pomp  which  for- 
merly graced  the  appearance  of  her 
namesake  ^t  the  sacrifice  in  Aculis— 
blushed  her  consent  to  become  the 
Countess  of  Melbrow.^ 

The  day  was  passed  in  bridal  pomp 
with  her  Lord — ^but  the  night  was  de- 
voted to  love  and  to  the  Captain* 

Here  the  curtain  drops — and  we  re- 
sume our  narrativcr 

Edward,  an  enthusiast  in  pursuit 
1*2 
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hshicmy  took  his  daify  lesson  in  aU^the 
polite  arts. 

He  became  a  subscriber  to  the  Berke- 
ley hounds — entered  himsielf  a  member 
of  the  Newmarket  meeting—rode  his 
own  horse  "  Dennis  Brulgrudderf^  at 
Kbury — became  one  of  the  Swaflfham 
Coursing  Society — and  was  balloted  i» 
at  the  Bedfont  Driying  Club. 

But  with  all  hi?  desire  to  be  the 
thing,  the  thing  is, not  so  easily  ac- 
quired; and  nothing  could   be  more 


\ 
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mortifying  to  hk  furide,  than  the  ex- 
chumation  of  aHacknisyCoachman^  who^ 
coolly  taking  oflF  our  hero's  near  wheel 
in  a  croud  on  Ludg^te  Hill^  exclaimed 
with  a  sarcastic  grin, 

•*  By  Jasus,  your  honor,  you  may 
.  **  look  like  a  Jarvey  ;  but  you  drive  Mce 
**  a  Jontleman** 

Meanwhile,  the  loves  of  Edward  and 
Maria  were  not  foirgotten* 

Mr.  p;runter  was  engaged  at  a  «dis- 
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tant  county   election* — ^Mrs.  Grunter, 
too  much  wrapped  up  in  the  contempla- 

*  At  a  certain  county  election,  where  party  , 
spirit  was  the  order  of  the  day— a  team  of  oxcn^ 
belonging  to  one  of  the  candidates,  happened  to 
pass,  in  a  waggon,  under  the  park  wall  of  an- 
other candidate,  while,  a  powdered  lacquey  was. 
entertaining  his    companionsi  .at   the  gate  with^  - 
electioneering  jests* 

Tipping  the  wink,  he  said, 

"  Sa  I  suppose,  Joey,  your  team  is  going  to 
be  roasted  for  your  partj  to  day  ?" 

''  Yez,  master  Tummas,  and  we  do  be  a  going 
<6  to  stew  our  waggon  for  yearn  pearty." 
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tion  of  her  T)wn  charms  and  the  gallai> 
try  of  Edward,  to  suspect  he  had  another 
passion— and  Miss  Grunter  was  so  jea^ 
lously  watched  by  her  squinting  lover, 
and  so  agreeably  flattered  by  Edward, 
tlKit  she  never  dreamt  of  a  rival  in  her 

«Ster.  -^  .      .         •  >":-:'   'u./'' 

Thus  was  the  field  left  opei^  for  thp; 
young  adventurers ;  who,  rather  thaa 
await  the  dull  formalities  of  ;  ^ki^ig 
leave,  especially,  a!b  that  leave  was  very 
dubious,  procured  themselves  to  be 
thrice  asked  at  — ^  Church,  without 
discovery :  and  on  the  much  wished  for 
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Bioniiiig^  Edward  ia  the  pai'ai^emafia 
of  a  Hy&ry  servant,  and  the  bride 
mode^;^  attired  as  my  Lady'«  mai^^ 
united  their  £ites. 

Four  posters  awaited  at  the  door,  in. 
their  barouche;  and,  without  any  wk* 
ness  to  their  happiness,  they  set  oflF  to 
thmr  country  seat,  where  a  tastefiol  cot- 
tage had  b^ea  hastily  finish^ ;  and  ixk 
each  ether's  arms  forgot,  awhife,  that 
thfere  was  a  ha^al^  wwld  beyond 
ftfeir  honey-suckle  hedge* 

£ND    OF  VOL-.  I. 
SHVRT)  PRIIIT££^  BERWICK^STREKT^  SOHO. 


y  Google 


THE  BAROUCHE  DRIVER 

AND 

HIS   WIFE: 

A  TALE  FOR  HAUT  TON. 

Containing  a  Curious    Biography  of  Laving 

Characters^  with  Notes  Explanatory. 

IN  TWO  VOLUMES, 

VOL.  II. 

By  CHARLES  SEDLEV,  Esq. 

Author  of  «  The  Infidel  Mother;'  **  Tie  Mask  of  FatbiaH," 
t!fc.  t!fc.  t5V.       . 

TJGTJB   THIRD   EDITION,. 


Neither  the  constitution,  nor  the  passions,  are   the 
first  seducers  of  youth 

But  opinions  and  manners.  J.  J  Rodssiao, 


LONDON:    , 
Printed  by  D.  M.  SBURT,  Berwick  Street,  Soko^ 

^OR  J.  F;  HUGHES^  WI6M0RB  i3TR£BT> 
CAVENDISH   SQUARE. 


1807. 


y  Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  B4^WHE  bmP^H 


AND 


HIS   WIFE. 


In  days  of  yore,,  the  art  of  chariot- 
eering was  among  the  eniulatiye  exer^- 
cises  of  a  warUke  yo^th.  Public  exhi- 
bitions of  ski}Jl  were  celebrated  on  the 
public  courses,  and  the  applause  of  mil- 
lions crowned  the  vittor  with  honour. 

VOL.  II,  B 


y  Google 


Now,  the  emulative*  genius  of  the 
4^  is  tocUive  helter  skelter  through  the 
streets,  to  the  imminent  danger  of 
children,  and  the  great  annoyance  of 

*  Charioteering  was  one  among  the  Olympic 
games,  held  every  fifth  year  at  Olympia,  in  ho- 
noar  of  Jupiter  Olymplits,  and  has  been  cele* 
brated  by  the  Greek  poets  in  all  the  sublimity  of 
T6rse. 

Ah 'English  poet'^ess  suhlimtly,  I  cdnfesi— * 
thus  i^ttgs  the  honours  of  a  modern  whipj  -  ^ 

What  can  little  t.  O.  do  ? 
Why,  drive  apfcaeton'antltwo. 
Can  little  X..O.  doiiottore? 
Yci— drire  zfbf^im  artdfcMrr,.    .:  ^ 

•  1  .    J/ 
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foot  passengers— while  your  tip-toppers 
t)f  the  driving:  school,   who  form  the 
*   B  Club,  urge  the  powers  of  assi- 

nnilation.to  its  lUmost  ,bejit,  by  meeting 
on  the  day  previqus  to  the  birth-day, 
^w]ien  they  paracje  St.  James VS^reet  in  a 
l)Qdy,  ;after  the  ipanner  of  the  tn^ 
coaqhes;  stop  at  the. different  alehouses 
on  their  road^  frequented  by  the  mail- 
drivers,  refresh  with  a  lioggin,^  .and 
^pend  their  rational  evening  at  B  , 
in^nja^njB^driyu^g  b^^^  or 

-agj^nst  each  otlier^  in  -confirmation  of 
th^r  awn|)row9SS;i^an^      contempt. of 
b2 
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iht  ^tndned  ttertion  of  the  noUe  ani- 
mals they  ^ect  to  love. 

'  Horsed  and  dogs — ^it  may  be  said — 
were  created  for  the  pleasures  and 
USES  of  MANKIND.  True— ^uid  wlule 
those  pleasures  are  distinguished  by  hu- 
manity—while kindness  seals  the  bond 
of  slavery,  the  obligation  between  man 

and  beast  is  mutual. 

/  —  -  %x  ...  ' 

But  when  we  see  the  broken-down 
racer,  spavined  and  wind-gaSed,  lend 
Ills  taw  shoulders  t6  the  rough  traces 
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three  legs  over .?.  qt2^,ioi;^V^lvi^j^ 
fourteen  miles,  it  is  a  distressing  in* 

tlie  nwsl  t^gW  ?&Rfcv  ^ajiQjH:  IftP  fife 
v^^]told«pl»fe|sx]ib^        .:  -irni 

I  remember  an  anecdote  of  a  famoui^ 

sdriKwi  all  «jmpeitidjop;:  ,09 
turer,  however,  wasifci^iprC^  ^-sij^^gp^ 
hardy  to  run  against  him,  but  lie  lost ; 
i^oH  whidi  he  proposed  ;%^bet^  gome 
thousands,  tol)e.  rujcLJ&)r:.tb9liilst;,,si^ 
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^(UfigTD:  the  kkgA^fliL      '  • 

The  hero  of"  tike  to^  accepted  thiB^et, 
jQnd  on  the  day  appointed,  just  a  mi* 
nnte  before  starting^  qualified  his  stal- 
lion to  run  for  the  purse. 

"'  Hie  noUe  anlmatw»  victorious  and 
dropped  down  dead  at  the  moment  ol 
hb  master's  triumph  f  •' 

4^^-^auId  tl)is  gentleman  vote 

agaiii3C^4}aVe^trade  ? 
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Of  the  dog,  f^ilosc^hics^y  consi* 
dered,  m^ny  are  the  superior  inhersfnf' 
qualifications,^  at  which  humaii  nature 
might  bluaih  r  and  nothmg^  less  than 
scepticism  w91  deny  to  this  sagsKibus 
animal — that  men,  women,  and  chit 
drert  often  contemptuously  spurn — ^an 
almdst  unlimited  power  "of  comprehen- 
8ion.  '  - 

I  am  fed,  in  the  contemplation  of'thik 
subject,  to  advert  to  th«  i^hatacter,  ge- 
netaliy,  of  the  canine  race,  a3  eleganltly 
given  by  a  gentleman  who  caUs  hiiiKielf 
^^  an  Old  SfoftmanJ'^  \ 

B4 
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.  **  The  dog,  indepeadait  'of  tir?  b^^u- 
^f  ty  o£his  formation,  his  almost  mva* 
^  liable  vivacity,  his  strength,  and 
*^  swiftness,  has  aU  the  interior  qualities 
^  to  attract  the  attention  and  esteem  oi 
**  n(%an«    . . 

.  *^  Whw  ci»ce  donveptacata4i  hg  alioo»t 
«*  instantly— and,  as  it  wcr^ ,  instinct* 
**  ively— exerts  his  talents  in  the  execu« 
^  tioa  of  his  pfitce*  V^jth  tia  iitmost 
^^  hucQiHty .  in  ^  mam^^  ^d  pen^^ 
**  tratiife  laroperty  in  his  eye^  he  a{w 
^  proachte  hia  0)aster  at  eveiry  interv4 
««  of  possibility;  and^  submissiyely pb» 
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^  trudmg  bjtn^self  upon  his  attfjjti^^ 
^  endeavors  to  demoxistrate  the  pow^is 
^  he  possesses,  and  only  waitsi  his  nua% 
^  ter's  or^rsto  caU  them  into  action. 

^  Themoment  he  h^  ol^ini^  fhft 
**  attenti^on  thus/sdioted^  ^I^e  yirati^ieft 
^  every  look  ai^^  /^lojoy  that  her  ma^r 
**  the  better  conceive  the  int^ts  9?id 

"  of  his  master^ 

f*  ^e  cwvswJfs,  inteixog^tes,  and  eiw 
^  treaty.  A  gUmpe-^f  the  cg^e  is  suffix 
^^p^tfojrl^s^pickpp^  heiot 
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^  stanil]r  comprehends  its  meaning  and 
^  cithtr  advances  or  retreats,  according 
^  to  tbe  occaaon. 

^  Without  the  degrading  vices  of 
^  man,  he  possesses  all  the  ardour  of 
^  sentiment :  and  being  perfectly  pnre 
<f  ^in  his  attachments,  those,  once  fonn- 
•*  ed,'hc  supports  with  unsullied  fideli- 
^  ty,  and  the  most  invicrfable  afiection* 

^  Incessantly  aKve  to  every  discover- 
^  aide  sensation  of  his  master,  he  dis- 
••  plays  no^  predominant  proof  df  am- 
^  bition,  or  interest^  beyond  the  an* 
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*•  xious  desire  of  obeying,  and  thiSfbaot 
**.of  displeaising,vhim*  ^  '' 

**^  In  every  action.  He  k  all  zeal^-^afi 
«  warmth— an  obedience— all  ppatfi 
^^  tude !— -More  sensible  to  the  insinring 
^  effects  of  hvoax$  spontaneously  con- 
^^  £erred,  than  of  injuries  ill  dieserved; 
*^he:wePY^ocm  forgets  theone^  but  n^* 
^  ver  £uls  to  remember  theoUiec*^ 

^^  If  reproof  or  correction  Is  injudi*^ 
^  Piously  c^redi  or  lanjiistfy  adifti^- 
*^    tfered,;  be  seWomi   if  ever,  ffv^ 
^  proof  df  pusiUanimity,  in  nmQiiig; 


y  Google 


if 

^  TBWtf  to  wcid  the  punishment-;  but,' 
^  most  philosophically,  suid  jienncally, 
^  opposes  patience  to  persecution,  and 
?*  wfamisttvdy  licks  tict^hamd  which  in- 
i*  flictsthebbw; — appoAog  theinonly^ 
^  by  his  sematicMas  of  soltow  >— idti- 
^  natdly  dimmiBg  his  traRMitor  of 
^  resratmtot,  by  the  most  sffedtmg  and 
^  impfessive  ti^yKcations  btendMrnth 
^^  unconititionalsdtbmiiaoni 

..  ^Totthase  inherent  >prind{^  ofpe- 
^  netfation  he  adds  apfc^nd  and  al- 
^  most  incredible  sagacity;,  and  his 
f  powers  of  lieteing,  seeingiandameft- 
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^  k^  act  in  perfect  unison  with  eadi 
«*  otjifih 

'*  He  discriminates,  at  first  sight,  be* 
^  tween  the  hi^ar  classes,  and  th* 
^  lower  orders,  of  society:  the  former 
•*  he  will  receive  at  the  door,  and  con- 
^  duct  to  the  haaly  pidoitr  with  the 
^  '{M^eness  o£  a  courtier :  the  lattet  ht 
^  keqis  aloof,  witfti  the  sternness  of  "i 
«  sheriff's  <^cer. 

^  Upon  the  approach  of  ni^9  ^  ^ 
^  so  well  aware  of  it?  impressive  still- 
^  ness,  so  fyifovx^lk  to  d^edation^ 
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^  that  he  is  instinctively  cfetermmed*, 
'•  and  always  prepared,  for  action^  j  but 
•*  to  conceive,  in  its  fuB  extent,  the  im- 
^  portance  of  this  species  of  human  na- 
^  ture,  let  us  suppose  that  it  never  ex* 
*'  isted;.  . 

^  Without  the  assistance  of  the  dog, 
^^  ho^  could  .  man  have  conquered, 
ff  :tamed,  (»:  reduced  the  other  animals 
**  to  a  state  of  slavery  ?  How  cbuU  h^ 
*^  still  discover,  hunt  down,  and  destroy 
^•^  noxious  and  savage  .beasts'? 


u  : 


Hence  the  training  of  the   dog; 
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^^  seems 't6;liaTe  been  the  fe^t  art  *in- 
**  vented  ;I>y  min;  and  tlie>  result  bf 
f^  thiyaxi  was  tfiexDnqwst;  kriffpeaifei 
•^  able*pas»€«Bic»l,  df  the  eartb.*^  ^'  -^    ' 


;4iu}  yet  this  noble  anknalislQsedib^ 
^forh  at  which  a  Hottentot  would  shud^ 
der.  .•.':"> 

To  the  fashionable  and  high-bO¥n  tie- 
roes  of  a,  buUrbait— the  dignifi€4  pa- 
txons  of  mercenary  pugifists-^the  ex- 
emplary champions  of  a  cock-fight ! 
2 
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I  cannot  dismiss  this  ^ulject^-alUio) 
bi^^baiting  has  been  pi^l^y'4?iioini^ 
l^ed  ^  the  g-TTnTofif  Gr-r.,.  /  ^*  « 
**  cbaractirtstk  >^^^  ,m€im0^  /fl  i^q^ 
"  tf//vtf  /^^  j^/nV  of  tbe  nation^* — without 
^ffailiqg.^  Wtances  erf  its  savage  Iffo*. 
fi^ties^y^o  bejiwiid  itt  ihe  S|K>rtsman'» 
Cabinet. 

**  It  is  nniversaUy  hofxWn  among  the 
**  lovers  of  buU-cJogs,  aiid  t^ull-baiting, 
5^-thttti^hen.  Once  exasperated  by  ant 
^  o^jiOtt^t^  or  encouraged  by  the  own- 
^  ter»  jio  pain  or  puniahmettt  will  aUay^ 


Digitizeci  by  Google  . 


•*  or  induce  the  4og  to  awerye.  fyoifkp 
^  his  purpose.  ,      . 

•*In  confirmadpn  of  fiisfa^ty^jvL- , 
*?  yenUe  az^ateur  of,  the  sublime' md 
^  peat4fiful''^omB  yeafs  ^go-r4nhuip?yii{ 
^^  ly  confident  in  the  pure  blood,  a^ 
^  instinctive  courage,  of  his  dog,  pro- 
«*  posed  a  trifling  v^ft^  tfc^t  ije^wujd> 
¥  ut  fou^4>3tipct  intervals,  deprive  tha 
<^  anin^a}  of  OQe:of  hi^  fe^t  by  amput^*, 
**  tion;  and,  that  aft^  ev^JwUyifj 
<<  dual  deprivation,  his  dog  should  at- 
*?  lack  the  b^  with  Wsprevipwi»o. 
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*•  city }  and  that,  lastly,  he  should  con- 
**  tinue  to  do  so  upon  his  stumps^ 

The'  hellisii  experiment  jusdfied  hi& 
position }  the  polished  yon^  picketed 
his  wager— and  retired,  huniiQung  an 
Opera  air. 

Still  fashion-  deKghts  in  these  sentt- 
mental  exerdses  of  the  genins ;  and  who 
Aall  presume  to  have  fediings  in  oppo- 
sition to  its  fiat?     '     = 

*^£v^  youAg  ladies  oi  tmky  beauty, 
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±ciA  iccomplishin^nt  ^^  Witf  Ifeten  ^iiHkh 
ci)inp!acehcjr  to  the  detail,  and  wish  they^ 
£ad  been  spectatorft  '6S  these  hadbnat 

amusements: 

..-  -'  *  .'1 
They  will  introduce  ycm  to  their  mu- 

seums,aad  exultingly  de?pribe  how,  by 
constant :  p^ctice>  }^^{]f?^%  ?f^^^^ 
theslpll  |p,j^jl^^    ^e'^  %se.a^^^ 

range  the  beauty  or  symmetry  of  .jthejij 
appearance,  when  deada 
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i  ;Bi?t  f^  e^^^  are  among  ^e. 
<5i?i(J^sj^v^^^  propeortie^  o£  hi^h  life ;  for 

tions  of  life,  intended  by  nature,  tp^ 
arouse  the  sensibilities  of  the  heart,  and 
to  purify  it 'from  s^fctifiSii,':aife  Mo- 
tions unacknowledged  by  the  world''  ol 
fashion. 

Moviiig  in  a  c^rtaih  fixed  orb!t,  the 
man  of  ton  neither  sees,  nor  thinks,  of 
Ae^calanutiesr  o^  h!^^M6wicreiture3t 
and  if,  t^clianc^,  they  stoHilcl  apiprbach 
Imn,  hie  turns  firottl  ^h6  iigk  "wkk  po^ 
lite  disgust. 


r?.  10    '^  ^j.^Jv.  o.xj  :\^"«'. I 
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Heniei  feeling  JBttle  for  his  ov^  ^^^9 
he  feels  nothing  for  the  brute  creation : 
and  if  his  heart  do  not  guide  him  to 
honour — do  his  principles  ? 

No— believe  me  j  principles  of  mo* 
dish  honour  are  as  limited  as  they  are 
loose. 

To  all  these  fadshionable  accomplish* 
^entis^  ahdtoito4hbusiand^thets,  <)Bir 
Baroudie^driVer^nd  "ins  ^ife'^ddrtfteB 
themselves  with  tenfold  energy. 
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^^7  only  breathed  within  each  otl^er^s 
>^rms  J  but,  at  thp  expiration  of  that 
period,  as 

*  Violent  delighb  ha?e  violent  ends, 
.  ^'  And  io  t^eir  triumph  die"— ^ — 

Edward  began  to  recoflect  the  pleasures 
of  the  world,  from  which  h6  was  ^- 
axluded;  and  Haria,  as  she  yawned 
over  her  sxsSi^y  woyldsighr  for  the 
r|;QWP>;and  all  its  dear  deligb^* 

Ambition,   hitherto  the  embryo  of 
h&c  bosQnv-^JWrtur^d,'  aaf  4jt,^  urer^.  at 
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tJiice— she  gasped  for  the  boundless  joy^j 
of  dissipation-— to  reign  high  priestess  of 
her  own  midnight  orgies,  ^he  envy  of  a 
fluttering  croud. 

With  tenipting  youth,  and  exqui- 
sitdy  delicate  symmetry  qf  formr?:with 
a  smile  that  beamed,  appaijently^  w^th 
every  softened  .  emotioai— yanity ,  fz$ 
her  ruling  passion,  and  self  her  darling 
idoL 

.  ^carqely  had  .she  mingled  widi  ttye 
world,  in  the  diameter  of  a  vjrife,  ere 
her  spirit  unfolded  itself  in  d^  way* 
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watd,  termagant,  iand  haughty  ca- 
prices  of  a  weak  mind,  scattered  with 
neglected  principles. 

Edward,  no  less  the  slave  of  fstshion- 
^tte  prgndice— no  less  the  tool  of  va- 
*nity^^rathfer  tfncburaged  than  repressed 
tife'spWdid  arrangements  of  his  lady's 
^rolific'^ticy,  4ndec6rating^  their  house 
in  Grdsvenot-Sqtrare. 

Their  hasty  marriage  was—though 
'^^Wi6iK^— forgiven^y Wt.  ^rurter, 
i*ho'|)resented  the  hride  whh  fivethou- 
"Srail  gmncis  for  |)o<i5:et-inoneyt*  . 
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Mrs.  Grunter  and  Miss  Grunter  had 
also  yieldied  .a  compeUed  foi^veness; 
but  I  believe  every  female  heart  will 
feel,  that  it  is  nOt  easy  to  forgive  the 
pan^  of  jealousy. 

Having  given  the  reader  *'  the  out* 
<«  ward  and  visible  signs'*  of  these 
wealthy  Asiatics,  we  will  just  take  a 
peep  at  their  ^^  inward  and  spiritual 
*^  grace*** 

Mr.  Gruhter*Hfonneriy  Mr.  Soames 
—was  the  son  of  an  hoiiest  coal-heaver  j 
and  having,   early  in  life,  discovered 

Vol.  II.  c 
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great  jiuktural  taknt,  which  tfat^  Instruc- 
tioM  o£  a  diarity.^ohool  tended  to  de*. 
vdope,  hisiathtf^KaS' advised  to  ^eiid* 
him  to  India. 

With  "  a  modest  cadence  of  body> 
**  and  a  conciliatiBg  co-operation  of  the 
•♦whole  mon/*  our  young- adventurer 
soon  contrived  to  get  his  foot  on  the 
firi^  st^  of:  ambition'^  hdder^  and 
having,  by  his  bowing  and  his  sOHliag, 
snade  successive  fortunate  advances,  the 
little  coal-^heaver^jms^^rentually  changed 
into  a  little  nabobs 
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M  thk  period,  G —  Holborm— • 
whose  intuitive  geidas.  had.  rsdjed  bim 
froia  a  siioe-Uick  to*  his  high  com* 
tnand— ^struck  with  Mjp.Soamei^^s  per- 
severing talents,  sent  him  to  England 
to  marry  his  daughter* 

Like  iht.suMlhiB  kuthbr  of  ^^Tlte 
«*  SlSeping  Beauty  in  the  Woodj^  we 
wffi  take  it  hop,  step^  and  jtraip  over 
intervening  yearsi  and  present  thelilttle' 
coal-heaver  and  his  family  ta  the  town, 
^uch^  they  were  ill  their  early  splen* 
diiiicareer  of  ABtadc  greatness. 

c2  * 
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Afiss  Gninter  had,  just,  attained  her 
fifteenth  year,  and  was  the  lovely  rival 
of  mamma,  blooming  in  her  thirty* 
first  year.  A  second  daughter,  and  a 
son,  formed  the  remainder  of  the  &- 
mily* 

A  gay,  elegant,  darling  young  fel- 
low, with  more  spirit,  vivadty,  and 
pleasantry — ^than  cash,  became  alike  the 
favourite  of  mamnoa  and  her  daughter 
—his  name  Fogerty. 

Miss  was .  determined— married— and 
discarded:  but^  as  her  head  was  then 
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£uB  of  love,  and  her  heart  replete  with 
transport,  she  only  mocked  the'  impo- 
teiit  menaces  of  her  enraged  p^rents^ 

Poverty,  however,  coming  in  at  the 
door.  Love  fliew  out  at  the  window— 
and  although,  every  effort  was  made  by 
•the  stiU  enamoured  husband  to  give  a 
luxurious  variety  to  the  enjoyments  of 
his  wife,  her  vitiated  soul  panted  for 
forbidden  fruit— tasted — ^and  was  self- 
expelled  from  Paradise. 

A  little  dapper  captain  of  dragoons— • 
related  to 'the  St.  Giles's  beauty^— with 
c  3 
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.^H  the  ixt^hiMituHoiffy  of  eighteen, 
.was  tl»: first  h^^Dgmil  tQ  preamt  the 
tMOfjIijig -apple  to  odr  paodern  £w. 
But  with  the  inconstancy  natural  to  his 
age,  be  soot)  sought  muotl&r  ban^t. 

How  the  interregnum  was  filled  up,, 
xny  memoranda  do  not  declare;  but  Mrs^ 
Eogerty's  last  gallantry  breathes  A  sj^rit 
o£  enterprise  and  energetic  gejs^iu^  un- 
.achieved  in  fprnaer  annals,  even  by .  thi^ 
most  experienced  t^tfirans  in  tlb^sshool 
of  dissipated  love. 

:Devoted  to  her  squinting  k>ver--4>f 
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-jMtee,  ^trfagic,  or  other  wmi^r-work- 
ing  power-*-sk6  first  d^t^rmittedto^  re- 
nounce, and  then  to  ruin  her  bifebsiftd, 
that  she  might  bask  '^ipon^h^  mos^ 
banks  of  love  nnheected  and  Am<Hs« 
turbed*  ■    ■  ,'.     ■ 

Fired  by  the  gloriously-projectfed  mis* 

«chirf,   and  fertile    m    depravity,    she 

sought  her  hidierto  relentless  fiither  ^ 

and,  with  the  honeyed  accents  of  per- 

suasion,  won  him  to  her  purpose—* 

— "«<  For  she  could  smile  «rfi  smile,  aod'&e^ 
"  ^       <<  villain".... 

c  4 
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In  consequaice  of  this  t6te-a4et€— 
while  the  unhappy  chipe,  heriiusband, 
was  ornamenting  their  little  cotta^pe  to 
ber  taste— -while  the  squinting  hero 
eat  of  his  meat— drank  of  his  drink — 
and  was,  unto  him,  as  a  brother — ^mark 
what  was  doqe! 

.  .Mr.  Grunter — ^a  name  Mr.  Soames 
assumed  with  a  fortune  of  nearly  three 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  left  him  by  a 
brother  nabob — arrested  Mr.  Fogerty 
for  monies  he  had  advanced  during  his 
three  years'  marriage: — ^Mrs.  Fogerty 
applied  to    the    Court  for  protection 
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against  aS'  ^  n  j  and  his  bosom-r 
friend^  squinting  Jemmy  Rourke,  ap» 
peared  as  chief  evidence  ag^st  him  1 

Virtuous  poverty,  however,,  rising 
imperior  to  all  the  malignant  artifices  of 
a  wealthy  demon,  Mr.  Fogerty  is  not 
only  uncrushed,  but  stands,  firmly,  on 
the  pedestal  of  hmiour ;  and  will  awe 
the  reptiles  mto  shsune,  sensdess  as  they 
are,  tfll  they  are  compelled  to  shrink 
from  public  detestation,  like  snails  with^ 
in  their  shells. 

cS 
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ffevingHFaiied  in  estibfisfnng  tie  6ry* 
iatity  of  Mr.  Fogerty  towards  his  an^ 
wife — for  strdi  does  she  oufwardiy  ap- 
pear—4he  prolific  nabob  h2&  wisely  re-^ 
solved  to  timnarry  lus  tkask  daughter 
i-^w'ho  iSj,    now,  known  only  as  ftfiss 
Crunter^— and,    pending  ^he. declared 
ii^lltty  of  theiwarrrage,  squinting  Jem^ 
my  is  4^ti  by  the  femEy,  for  the  amuse* 
heni  ctfliie  young  ladyj  ^  to  iqustfify  her 
to  meet  some  ruined   lord,  hereafter, 
without  thetrwy&warrrfblushes  of  abrider 
•—for  so  it  is,  men  are  to  be  tempted  by 
the  splendors  of  a  brilliant  fortune-^ 
at  whidi  desired  event,  it  is  settled  tl^  \ 


y  Google 


the  squinting  hero  shall  reitire  on  a  pei^^ 
tdon,  in  consideration  Of  past^ervices* 

With  her  husband,  this  beautHul  de^ 
linquent  deserted  her  child,  ^ho  shaires^ 
a  fether^s  prison,  and  contributes,  by  his 
infmt  sufferings,  to  make  that  &thet 
greater  in  adversity. 

Such  is  the  rank  garden  from  whence 
the  beauteous  weed  is  sprung,  which  . 
Edward  has  mistaken  £or  an  unenve^ 
nomed  flower. 

Profligacy  jsUke  a  snow-taH— scarce* 

G§ 
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]y  perceptible  at.  first,  but  magtiifying^ 
in  its  progress ;  and  the  ill-^ted  Maria 
entered  the  great  world  under  all  its 
Jbanefiil  influence. 

Educated  by  an  unprincipled  mother^ 
the  associate  of  a  depraved  sister: 
she  was  trained,  to  the  allurements  of 
fashion  instead  of  virtue — to  speak  by 
rule-^to  say  exactly,  and  to  do  exactly, 
what  was  stricdy  tonish— to  copy  all 
the  biUy  actions,  and  echo  all  the  silly 
^vnttidsms  of  any  fashionable  fool— and, 
above  all,  never  to  offend  against  deco^ 
nun  by  n^lecting  aj^aiaaces* 
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Andf  <ts  if  destmy  had  notsuiEciently 
sapped  the  foundation  of  every  moral 
^drtue  by  this  pernicious  System  of  tui- 
tion— ^too  prevalent  with  fashionable 
mammas — ahasty  marriage  with  a  giddy 
boy,  whose  very  soul  was  wedded  to 
every  new  and  coming  pleasure,  assisted 
her,  too  soon,  to  reach  the  climax  of 
dissipation. 

Edward  became  the  intimate  of  every 
fashionable  blackleg,  and  took  lessons 
on  the  science  of  gambling. 

But  what  are   arithmetical  calcuhu 
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tions,  opposed  to  the  ^rt  e£  tftftfing, 
shufiOtiirg,  and  cogging  ? 

My  Lord  Mas^  wing  t^ousmdsiipcm 
tfiousands  every  year-r 

^'Bat  Bft0TUs  is  »A  hoiuiurtJile  ntto/' 

A  cool  head  does  wonders ;  k  pemks  a 
gentleman  to  desert  his  own  wife^  and 
ta  j»ke  upon  hiniseff  theiiMimbraQce  of 
a&ieBd's 


And  nothing  could  be  more  cool  than 
the  arrangement; 
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^  No  peejnng  behind  the  curtain 
•*  without  paying,  my  lord,**— was  the 
proviso  of  the  iady* 

^  Agreed— I  love  your  candor,  "by 
^  my  ffouV'^— replied  lis  Lordship. 

"Well,  then,  make  tne  a  settlement 
^  of  twelve  hundred  per  annum,  and 
•^  hereV  my  hand.** 

He  Idssed  h  rapturously ;— the  writ- 
ings were  drawn,  and  the  happy  pair 
elopedr 
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An  elegant,  but  smaU  establishtn^it^ 
gives  to  this  amiable  couple  all  the  re- 
fined indulgences  of  sentimental  life ;  a 
luxurious  conservatory  has  been  erected 
for  the  purposes  of  contemplation, 
where  my  Lord  |^rjr///^j  the  ways  and 
means ;  and  my  Lady,  on  a  sultry  eve- 
ning, realizes  them. 

Our  hero  had,  also,  been  initiated 
into  other  mysteries.  A  certain  Coun- 
tess, who,  as  an  artijt^  claims  the  pre- 
eminence of  honorary  R.  A.,  soon 
marked  his  manly  beauties  for  her  own* 
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A  Ctountess! — ^Who  could  renst?— ' 
Not  the  vain,  fluttering  coxcomb,  who 
pursues  notoriety  with  as  much  avidity 
as  Sir  Joseph  Banks  once  pursued  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco^ 

Edward  left  the  invigoratbg  charms 
of,  hitherto,  unadulterated  beauty,  to 
nauseate  in  the  arms  of  an  enamelled 
dolL 

Meanwhile  our  heroine,  too  stylish 
to  be  jealous  of  her  husband,  had1ike« 
wise  found  a  favorite^ 


y  Google 


to 


at- 


Ihmng  node  attar  of  ffce 
aUewauriog-f^aces,  and  Tiatcd  e^ery 
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;^p^g:    racse  €ourse~.the  -  B^urouf he- 
Ahferatod.. his.  Wife  r^iuriied  to  JipW- 

:CMuing:caiiipaign, 

Nothing  £ex]()lVka^lKid  occiui^ 
the  turf,  except  the  novelty  at  the  Y — 
Meetiiig,  of  a  dashing  demirep— fino\^ed 
to  Ae  folly  by  8  nnuMintebank  keeper--^ 
Tiding  ^^(ainst  a.gent)i^a&  &r  a  tho»> 
sand  guineas;  who,  with  a  heaft  of 
Flint,  first  be^t  )ns  ^irited  antagonist, 
and  then  beat  her  spiritless -fyms^d^  who 
bore  the  horsewhipping  with  great  phi- 
losophy  j^i-but  what  will  ijiot  habit  do?  ^ 
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Masquerading  being)  this'^ihter^  t^e 
order  of  the  day,  Mrs.  Qrmsby^etdN 
mined,  immediately  dier  the  t)irth?dftjr, 
to  issue  one  thousan4  tickets  for^a 
masked  ball — to  engage  the  policeof- 
ficers— and  to  appoint  T       .'d*  arbiter 

*  ThiB  facetious  genileman  bating,  one  day, 

met  the  D—  of  C in  Pall^M^Il,  H.  R.  H. 

most  condescentUngfy  stopped  to  ask  him  tho 
news : 

*«  Wen,  T— d,  and  what  does  the  world,  - 
"  now,  sayof  me?*V 

««  Nay^  I  don't  know,  Y.  R.  H.  5  it  is  but  a 
"  qnecrish  world,'' 
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modorum  in  the  great  hall,  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  rejecting  all  forged  tickets. 

This  species  of  entertatnment  has 
been,  for  some  time,  almost  expelled  by 
haut-ton ;  the  Asiatic  splendors  of  Mrs. 
Broadbottom,  and  others  of  her  com«* 
peers,  having  destroyed  competition. 


Indeed,  the  profusion  of  the  eastern 


<<  WcU,  T  d,  IdonUcarcy  ikat's  out 

«  comfort,  what  thqr  say.'' 

<<No,  Y.  R.  H.,  you'd  be  a  d^^'dfool  if 
«yottdid.'» 
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world  18  so  little  calculated  £ot  the  meri« 
dian  of  untraveUed  intellects*  that  we 
can  fancy  ourselves  possessed  of  Alad^ 
din^s  h»p,  vdiife  treaikng  6a  the  £ury 
socner^*  ^ 

jSa-a  rwalbreEJ^t given  intheye» 
179*,  the  ibUowing  was^  among  die^3e» 
gandy  unique  £mtasies  of  exotic  taste. 

^^  Dressed  in  all  the  gala  magaific^ice 

^^  of.  eattem  graadeut,,Mi:s..Bn  

^^  represented  the  Q«e9ii:of^Noitfadyad,' 
*^  •  onbe  tigbi  of  the.  imld^  t  irkitbi  g§rden 
l^  tf  roses. 
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**  The  lady  had  long  resided  at  the 
^  Court  of  Lucknow,  andwas,  charac- 
^*  teristicallyi  a  queen. 

**  Reclined  on  a  velvet  cushion,  in  an 
**  Indian  saloon,  the  lady  embraced  a 
"  hooker  f  which  breathed  the  choicest 
**  odours  round  the  roomj  the  dra» 


P'Smold^:  is   not  a.  nem^  aocpmjliilittiiit 
with  English  ladies.      The    lovely  Gf?^  Gr— 5- 
taught,  by  her  political  mother,  that  the  surest 
way  to  make  others  think  with  ourselves,  waft^o 
affect  their  opinions,  smqUed  herself^  aj:  Paris^^ 
into  the  good  graces  of  her  epnobled  husband. 


y  Google 


4ft 


^  pery  and  furniture  of  *  which  was  su* 
perUydassicaL 


cc 


*^  Otto  of  roses  was  sprinkled  on  the 
**  company,  and  the  whole -house  emit* 
^  ted  the  most  delicious  perfumes* 

**  Each  person  was  presented  to  her 

.**  Indian  majesty,   and  every  jady  re- 

**  ceived,  ^from  an  attendant  Grace,  a 

"  lottery  ticket,    all   of   which  were 

*^  prizes. 

*«  Her  G— of  R  ■  drew  the  sc- 
^f  cond  highest  prize  j  but  the  gros  lot 
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**  did  not  leave  the  wheel  till  the  end 
"  oiF  the  drawing,  when  it  was  present- 
^V  ed  by  the  hostess,  on  her  knees,  to 
"  the  beauteous  Nouradjah." 

The  evening  arrived,,  when  Maria 
Onmby-^richly  gifted  with  personal 
charm  and  (nental  acconiplbhinent,  and 
panting  with  delight-^ook  post  to  re- 
ceive her;  motley  guests. 

Our'herpinewas  a  blazing  meteor— ^ 
an  ignis  fatuus  in  the  world  of  fashion, 
whpse  brilliant  qparks  electrified  the 
croud* 
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PoHte,    afiabk,      insinuating,     and 
sprightly,  she  fflkd  the  aVdaote  duties 
'  t)f  the  evening  *with  unexampled  grace 
aiid  bewitching  vivacky;         ( 

A  masquer^  is  a.  fashionable  jumble 
of  fadiionable  pk)ple,  gatheied  together 
'in  a  monstrous  croud,  'to  see  and  to  be 
seen  :  and  if  its49est;  attribute  be  glatre, 
profusion,  and  otnament,  eerfes  the 
lovely  Mrs.  Ormsby  was  second  to  no. 
one  in  those  material  points. 

The  entrance,  and  gramd  staircase, 
— Alined  with  rare  and  aromatic  shruhfi— 
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led  toa  suite  of  drawing-rooms  furnished 
with  scarlet  sift:  in  black  drapery  ;  the 
walls.p^iineUed  in  ak^rjni^t^  mirrors  a,u4 
Jughly-executed  paintings,  with  bur^^ 
wished  bordwngs.  The  cielings  repr^*, 
sented  a  ckiir  letzure  sky. 

f^i  ,    :  f    ,  '.    :  ■  .  .  -• 

The  floorings  were  jtastefiiHy  laid  out 
in  chalks,  and  each  room  was  furnished 
with  ottoixnms.  Vases  hurnt  in  every  ^ , 
corner  with  exquisite  perfiunes,  and 
brilliant  lustres  garve  meridian  spkndor 
to  the  scene. 

w 

In  the  garden,  a  temporary  pavillion 
d2 
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was  erected,  for  the  supper  j  at  the  ex* 
trcmity  of  which,  an  jury  orchestra  con* 
tained  the  Pandean  band;  and  an  im* 
mense  bronzed  ea^  issued,  as  it  were, 
from  the  center  of  the  deling,  with  ex- 
tendtd  wings,  gmsping  a  thunderbdt 
^which  flashed  with  illuminated  gas,  in 
almost  terrific  splendor. 

Grottos  interspersed  among  the  trees, 
sdl  of  which  were  illuminated  in  tastdul 
devices,  gave  recess  to  minstrels  with 
wind  instruments,  that,  at  intervals, 
broke  suddenly  upon  the  ear,  and  charm- 
^  the  senses* 


y  Google 


5S 

Doininos  were  inadmissible ;  so  that 
the  sombre  Mras  altogether  exploded. 

Varied^  fandf^d^  and  rich  were  the 
dresses  displayed  on  thb  grand  occasion^ 
but  novdty  went  little  £u:ther.. 

Of  the  characters,  a  groups  of  twelve, 
exactly  resembling  the  four  kings, 
queens,  and  knaves  of  a  pack  of  cards, 
esdted  much  attention ;  they  amused 
the  company  with  an  interlude,  describ* 
ing  the  jealousy  of  the  kings — ^the  le» 
vity  of  the  queens^— 4he  friponneri^  of 
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the  knaves;  which  latter,  after  a  change 
of  ingenious  and  humorous  .devices,  suc- 
ceed in  eloping  with  the  queens. 

A  quack  doctor,  dressed  in  ancient 
costume-*-Iris  wig  wholly  composed  of 
eggs,  banning  with  a  wheatear's,  and 
ending  with  the  goose's. 

.  His  servant  was  loaded  with  a  basket 
of  bon-bons  and  small  phials  of  exqui- 
site liqueur,  which  were  pleritifully  di- 
stributed among  the  ladies. 
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A  jEither :cojjfessQr%  with  a  poftly 
paunch,  that  did  not  disgrace  the  refijc-- 
tory  of  his  convent,  advanced  into  the 
orcwtti,  wij(h.?t  ^lemn  ^t^p^  qo^ntyig  a 
large  rosJiry  dependent  ffpjjft  hjs^  jgiydk.  • 

.^  Holy  i^th*r'^'-"^ai4:  a  youngf  pil- 
grim, hwoWy.  a4v^ii,cing-r"  I  am  a 
"  smner,  and  much  do  I  need  your  holy 
^  cooriolatifAi^*  -   ■:  ^  , . 

•    •    *  V .    *  *   •       '  .      • 
^  Be  more  assut^ed^  my  soa :  then^  i?' 

.\  .'    ',/:^-,  ^  ■;  "  ^   .      .  :' 

Mr;  Jemmy  Rourke,  the  squinting  lover. 
d4 
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••  always  mercy,    in  Heaven,  for  the 
♦*  penitent/* 

^  Fatker-^-cm  yon  adttiiiufiCer  to  a 
^  mind  diseased  ?** 

**  Tea,  my  son,  and  wilfin^y  I  ^ve 
^  mine  ear  unto  thy  conftssion.*' 

^  Father — ^I  had  a  wife,  whom  I 
^  loved  with  an  idolatry  offensive  to 
•*  the  Most  High-— I  suffer  a  tiving  jmr« 
^  gatory  for  the  crime— for  she  has' de* 
^  s^ted  me — ^blasted  all  my  fondest 
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^  hopes  of  happiness — left  me  to  de* 
•*  spair/* 

**  Well— wdfl — my  son*' — ^rather  agi- 
tated—" be  comforted:  the  Lord 
**  ^veth,  and  the  Lord  taketh  away* 
"  She  was  unworthy  thy  exalted  passion* 
**  Think  of  her  no  more — ^so  shall  thy 
^^  mind  be  cleansed  from  allpollution*^ 


^  Father**.  • . .  raising  his  voice — ^^  1 
*^  had  a  friend  l" 

"  Well  !....**  starting* 
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"  Father,  I  loved  him  as  myself  j  he 
*'  was  tjie  sharer  of  my  bosom's  secrets ; 
"  I  confided  my  wife  to  his  protection, 
"  father;  but. . . . , . 

"Proceed,  my  son'* — ^speaking  in 
tones  scai'cely  articulate. 

"  He  was  a  villain,  father  !** 

The  father's  agitation  became  excess- 
ive, and  he  burst  through  the  croud 
that  had  been  collected  by  this  curious 
dialogue,  to  seek  support  against  an 
opposite  pillar. 
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Meanwjkile  yoaftg  Ludfer  was  disco- 
vered  thrbu^  }iU  sheep's  clothing,'  iauid 
the  hoax  of  the  evening  was-—      ^ 

'  '**  Slather,  ci^l8t•thouiad^linist0^  to  a 
mmd diseased?"  ;  ^'      >    *  ' 

I  Hie  attention  wa^  soon  aft^rwardfa 
removed  id:  a  mask  of  nu)ce  than  ddm« 
mon  singularity. 

A  colpss^   (Jermaa   o£  d^pOMx^ 

'^'ho  had  gr^tlcuSriosity  to  see*  a  inasr 

queradQ,  fe?rt  feared,  to  venture  in  the- 

croud,  as  he  could  not  utter  a  syllable 
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of  English,  was  prevailed  tipon,  lyy  a 
quizzing  friend,  to  appear  in  the  cha* 
raaer  bfababy  in  acradle. 

Omceive  this  Westphalim  nionster 
laid  out  in  a  cradle  upon  wheels,  dressed 
in  a  beautiful  lace  cap,  with  a  double 
borcter,  in  small  {daits,  and  a  rose  of 
wUle  ribbon  pinned  dX  the  side. 

^His  oUiging  friend  rolled  him  round 
l^room,  to  the  great  entertainment 
of  the  cimipany,  and  then,  widi  abon 
smr,  left  hioi  to  his  contenriplations^ 
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To  prevent  accidents^  thepcwr  Gei> 
man  was  so  strapped  down  in  his  wickt^ 
prison,  that  he  had  no  power  to  release 
himself.  The  company^  one-  after  the 
other,  came  to  look  at  him— peeping 
under  the  head  of  the  cradle,  ^^  Kke 
"  magpies  ijito  a  marrow-tjone  j"  h^^ 
the  baby  growing  impatient  of  restraint^ 
and  irritated  by  ridicule,  in  vain  roared 
out  his  impotent  curses^  Hie  ladies 
still  ran  e^riy  to  peep  at  him»  and  a« 
eagerly  ran  away  again« 

Lastly,  let  me  describe  an  admiraUe 
mask  in  the  character  of  ^*  Thr  nkws,*^  - 
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^hd  He^  a  smtadlr  horn ;  atid  haVing 
tvery  now  and  then  collected  crouds 
^around  him,  dfettitmtfed  advertisements 
extraordinar  jr  to  the  company. 

llie  following,'  Tor  masquerade  point, 
tihd  ori^afety i  we  transctibe. 

"  Whereas,  I  have  not  yet  been  able 
•*  to  find  a  man  whom  I  can  love,  and 
•*  0$  the  heart  must  have  an  object,  I 
**  have  contracted  a  general  desire;  to 
^*  please,  either  by  politeness — ^as  a  fol- 
*^  lower  of  fashion— or  as  an  agreeable 
'**  scandal  monger — nolj  5iowever,  per- 
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^  mitting-xnysdf  to  cl^nerate  into  ab- 
**  solute  malice  01?  coquetry. 

"An  invincible  love  Of  liberty,  arid 
**  a  certain  taste  for  idleness  and  ease, 
".which  render  every  thing,  like  au- 
"  thority,  insupportable  to  my  nature, 
"  have  hitherto  prevented  me  from 
"  marrying. 

"  I  have  never  discovered  any  man 
"  so  superior  as  to  command  me — so 
"  amiable  as  to  enslave  me — ^so  void  of 
"  character  as  to  be  my  puppet — so  dis- 
"  creist  and  faithful  as  to  be  my  friend.' 
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^  I  have  a  mind  too  elevated — a  heart 
^'  too  timid — and  an  imagination  too 
•*  ardent — ^to  be  the  subject  of  a  contS- 
^  nued  delusion* 

^^  I  would  not  command;  nor  will  I 
"  obey  any  man* 

"I  wish  for  a  social  firiend^  with 
^^  whom  I  may  pass  the  renmnder  of 
**  my  days,  united  by  the  [mrest,  th^ 
^^  truest,  and  most  virtuous  sentiments: 
"  to  live  with  each  other  free  from  all 
**  constraint :  neither  reserve,  false  de- 
^^  licacy,  nor  vanity  should  be  admitted 
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•*  of  our  part  J' :  music,  interesting 
''  reading,  t^e  soqiety  of  some  well* 
^^  informed  and  highly  educated  man, 
**  to  fill  up  our  lives. 

^U^  therefore,  there  is  to  be  foupd 
^^  ^  womauy  between  the  ages  of  twenty- 
**  sixand  thirty-six,  of  a  good  healthful 
*^  €on$tituticm  and  moral  ch^acter^-^ 
"  who  ha^  bc?n  wdl  brought  up^-with 
^  a  pure  and  sensible  heart,  reasonable 
^  and  unaffected  mind,  and  correct 
^  taste;  who  possesses  politeness,  fe- 
•*  minine  softness,  prudence,  sincerity 
**  -^%Q  such  a  woman  I  would  gladly 
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^  oflfef  thfe  \tticposdifi6<t»paqticlpatioh  of 
**  my  frtendsWpi'my'4i(m6e^;;3»iU^  tii^ 

^k^tttntL'^^-^    J'     •'   i-"  ,'-'..  I-.'*:  ^i.    - 

''  I  could  wish  that  she  were  neither 
^^W^y  *'^^^  ab^iitdy  poor:  ^^d  if 
•^.tfce  partiddifrs^i-efluirtehae  cha]ftcet6 
^-  meet  the  apprdbatioii  they  dre  in- 
•«  tended  tdc^fn^*  FSKaUffe^iiiiiifttttt'iri.^ 
*  *  swef  fi^uaHyia*aiik  %ah  tny  i^repcWal; 
**  Let'  It  emimerate  her  gbbd  quilities, 
*^  aiid'her  feilkigs.  '  ,    /' 


'   L 


*^ 'At  my  house  sfie^witi'Stid  ai  income 
^\  adequate  to'  the  gent€fel  mdi^Igences 
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^  hr  command,  a  carriage,  a  suit  of 
**  apartments^  and  the  range  of  a  beau- 
^  tifiol  and  romantk  gankn,  in.  a  de-^ 
^*  Kghtfult»unt/^  \r''       '  > 

**  She  shall  eat  either  with  me,  or 
^  alone,  as  her  incGii^tiDn,  for  tl^  day, 
^^  prompts :  she  shkU  maibs  ,a  triaL  of 
.^  my  dhposkion  for  a  iwdbremonth ; 
**  and  the  only  bar  I  make  is^  that  she 
"  l?enot  a  French  woman,  a;  Jewess^iof 
^  "  a  woman  of  <piaUty/'  * 

It  was  broad    day  long,  before  the 


y  Google 


68 

^ooms  were  cleared  of  masks,  and  Ma- 
ria Ormsby^^ichanted  with  the  elegant 
fatigue  she  had  suffered,  anticipated  the 
charnung  paragraphs  with  which  the 
convenient  Morning  Post  would  cele- 
brate her  magnificent  gala* 

**  How  infinitely  happy  I  am  1*'— she 
cxdaimedy  looking  found  on  the  de- 
serted rooms«i»-^^  I  shall  make  such  a 
**  n<Mse  in  town !— I  shall  be  so  divinely 
**  hated  by  all  petty  pretenders  to  fa- 
•*  $hion !— so  sweetly  envied  by  the  no- 
«  biUty !, .  ..Heigho!  I  shaU  die  with  . 
^*  excess  of  pleasure/* 
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Poor  deluded  trifler! — ^what  is  be* 
come  of  the  speU  of  love,  which  so  for<» 
dbly,  a  few  short  months  ago,  attracted 
you  to  your  husbimd?  Where  that 
virtue,  good  sense,  and  delicacy,  with- 
out which  the  charm  must  dissolve? 
Where  the  mutual  kindness  and  the 
mutual  esteem  that  nnake  a  man  and 
wife  dearer  and  more  estimable  to  each 
other  than  all  the  w:orld  beside  i 

Yet,  you  are  happy. 

Haf^y  ui  the  unlimited  indulgence  of 
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capridomlevkiies^-ifAPPY  irithe  isolbU 
tkHis  pursuit  ei£  extcsmtgaat  folUes^^ 
HAPPY  in  the  mutually  eager  ejidearT 
ments  of  ilEdt  lovf^^ 

GoodHearen  L  •  • .  What, a  bapfAnetsl 

'  Charles  Dis^m  was  her  shadow ;  but 
0:andal  did  not  touch  her  fame.  An 
unreserved  coiiSdw<^  a{q;>eared  to  e^t 
between  Edward  and  his  wife;  they 
neither  shunned  nor  sought  #adi  other  : 
no  bickerings — no  upbraidings:  Ed- 
ward went  his  way-^Mana  weaat  hers : 
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5^  thact  tfeey  were  estbemed  hj,  aU  the 
Coilm  to  be.  a  most  2isbidb\k^  and  ytsrf 
liappyycouple.        ;»'.,:? 
-'.      '  •  ■        '    -f  *    -^  [\    ' 

Among  the  Ifiemale^vustldiidiigoisfa- 
ed  by  Mrs.  Ormsby's  friendship,  1  ihafl 
select  a  bevy  of  artificial  beauties,  who 
fived in  mutual  confidedce..         .  :  u 

Thojr  fft^acedltlife.gwrdeijs  in  $  gr^iqpe 
— walfcedarsn  in  arm  ev^ry.  evebyo^m 
Portman-Squiire— and  coiatrived  their 
engagements  inseparably  from  each 
otfaec  :/ 
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Never  were  there  more  fervent  de- 
TOte^  at  the  shrine  of  pleasure  than 
these  ladies :  and  there  was  a  tkne  when 
youth,  a  dear  brown  skin,  and  ani- 
mated black  eyes,  left  them  few  com- 
petitors. - 

But,  it  has  been  remarked,  that  fe*- 
male  vanities  never  die ;  and  when  the 
)r(>se  of  beauty  £»ides,  it  bith  been  found 
expedient  to  new  tint  the  colouring,  as 
an  artist  would  a  decaying  picture. 

Those,  therefore,  who  remember 
th^se  ladies,  some  fourteen  or  fifteen 
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years  ago,  sportive  as  Hebes,  Uooming 
with  the  ruddy  blush  of  playful  exer* 
cise,  must  not  appear  too  much  suf«» 
prised  at  finding  them,  now^  candle-light 
.  Uondes  j  and^  in  public,  such  still  pieces 
of  machinery,  that  they  fear  to  smile, 
lest  they  should  crack  their  feces ;  and 
dread  to  turn  their  heads,  in  compli- 
ment to  their  highly^  varnished  necks. 

Not  that  they  are  really  pieces  of  still 
life.  On  private  occasions,  and  in  pri- 
vate places,  theyxan  gambol  with  the 
playfulness  of  kittens. 
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It  would  be  scandalous  to  argue 
aught  against  the  reputation  of  these 
mysterious  ladies. 

AU  the  neighbourhood  of  G; 


Place  bear  witness  to  their  chastity  j 
notwithstanding  a  jealous-pated  wife  or 
two — certain  troublesome  Mrs*  Oak- 
leys, who  will  not  be  happy  themselves, 
nor  suffer  others  to  be  so — have  some- 
times, most  impertinently,  sent  to  a  cer- 
tain widow's,  when  Mamma  has  been 
away,  in  search  of  a  strayed*  sposo ; 
and,  at  other  times,  conDimitled  a  like 
extravagance  of  humour,  in  supposing 
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they  could  be  hid  in  a  lady's  chamber, 
when  her  husband  was,    notoriously, 
out  of  townv 

Allenty,  hatred^  malice,  aaad  other 
uncharitableness !— Yet,  there  are  per- 
sons M^ho  will  SAY  and  sele  it  too* 

To  do  nothing,  publicly^  which  might 
give  offence  to  the  vulgar,,  is  the  arcana 
of  preserving  a  reputation,  either  m 
man,  or  woman :  follow  this  maxim, 
and  you  may  enjoy  life,  a  la  sourdtney 
as  if  it  were  divested  of  all  moral  ties, 
e2 
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-and  made  up  only  of  pleasures,  fleeting 
•  as  our  own  existence. 

Nothing,  scarcely,  agitated  the  poli- 
tics of  fiishion,  but  the  Ormsby  enter- 
tainments :  they  were  allowed,  nem^ 
con.  to  be  monstrously  divine — the  very 
c;limaxx  of  wonderment. 

The  Ormsby  cap  !r— the  Ormsby  robe ! 
— the  Ormsby  divorce ! — the  Ormsby 
dickie  ! 

All  the  new  fashions  given  byMa- 


y  Google 


'  77 

dame  Lanchester,  in  her  elegant  Maga- 
zin — all  the  fashions  in  the  Belle  As- 
semblee — ^from  the  slipper  to  the  lace 
handkerchief  that  fant^tically  bandeau  s 
the  head,  or  veils  the  face  of  beauty, 
were  invariably  distinguished  by  ^'  the 
"  Ormsby/' 

A  £ishionable  toothpick  was  called 
the  Ormsby  whini— and  every  article  of 
bgouterie  was  distinguished  by  that  ma- 
gical name. 

Our  heroine,  soon  after,  became  a 
lady  patroness  of  the  A~—  Street  In- 
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stitution,  and  voted  the  Royal  Institu- 
tion to  be    *'  A  GREAT  bore/' 

The  managers  were  at  her  feet ;  they 
wrote  verses  upon  her — and  columns  of 
the  MonuDg  Post  groaned  with  her  pa* 
negyric. 

At  her  command,  an  extra  benefit  was 
conferred  on  the  divine  C    ■     > 

It  was  not  enough  that  the  town 
should  have  almost  died  with  rapture  at 
the  brilliancy  of  her  execution-^the 
sweetness  and  vast  compass  of  her  voice 
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— the  rapidity  of  her  transitions — ^the 
facility  with  which  she  reached  the  high- 
est note,  or  descended  to  the  lowest  w. 
. .  No : 

The  Ormsby  and  the  Cr were 

the  two  greatest  personages  in  the  king- 
doTa'-(respectfully  omiiting  All  theTalents) 
— on  the  same  parallel  that  Abellino  and 
the  Duke  of  Venice  are  assimilated,  by 
the  Bravo,  to  each  Qihex-^tliQ  fanaticism 
per  la  musica  was  to  have  more  senses, 
than  the  ear,  enchanted — ^the  eyes  were 
to  be  the  Sir  Clement  Cotterels  to  the 
soul— *all  mankind  >^as  to  be  magnet^ 

£4 
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ised— for  lo! but    ^'  tell  it  not 

**'  in,Gath,  nor  publish'  it  in  the  streets 
of  Askalon** — ^the  town  was  to  be  pre- 
sented with  the  most  interesting  of  all 
possible  spectacles.  •••»••• 

-  C         in  breeches  III 

Oh!  'twas  such  a  charming  novelty 
—so  much  conception  in  the  idea — 

C — ^  in  breeches  J II* 

Orders  were  given  by  all  the  nobility, 
to  their  coachmen,  to  get  up  at  all  ha- 

*  A  black  coat,  white  wJtistcoat,  and  nankeen 
pantaloons.     What  a  disappointment  I 


y  Google 


Si 

zards :  no  respect  to  be  had  to  persons^ 
pannels,  or  poles  ;  and  the  Haytoarket 
was  as  fully  jammed  up  with  coroneted 
equi{iages,  .  before  the  opening  of  the 
doors^  as  it  is  on  a  market  day  vnth  hay 
carts; 

Never  before  had  such  a  mob  of  no- 
bles been  collected  at  the  avenues  of  the, 
Opera-house:   not  even  iat  the  memo- 
rable masquerade  given  by  the  King  of 
Denmark. 

Opera  glasses  were  to  be  lety  for  the 
evenings  like  Opera  hats— every  body 
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wanted  a  peep ;  £i:om  Master  Jadkey, 
just  (mt  Hjf  his  Westminster  trammels, 
to  sly  Old  Q.  in  the  comer:  and  the 
event  justified  the  expectation^ 

Speaking  of  the  C ,  as  a  puUic 

singer,  I  am  warranted  in  these  remarks. 
Ail  public  characters  are  exposed  to  the 
scourge  of  satire,  and  the  la^  of  ridi- 
cule. I  exclaim,  in  the  langu^  of 
George  Cdman,  to  -  the  narcotic  hero  of 
his  prematurely  d        d  play, 

^*  Ton  are  »y  goods,  my  chattels,  my 
*^  horse,  my  ass— -my  any  thmg.'* 
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But.when  I  speak  of  Madame  C-— 
in  her  private  character,  1  take  pleasure 
in  t|ie  tribijte  I  am  enabled  to  offer  to 
her  worth. 

Mfld,  amiable,  and  unassuming  in  her 
domestic  life ;  humble  in  receiving,  and 
gratefully  appreciating,  the  public  favon 

Indeed,  her  early  habits  were  of  the 
most  retired  nature.  She  had  devoted 
her  youth  to  the  unnatural  glooms  of  a 
cloister  ;  but  during  her  noviciate,  the 
wonderful  powers  of  her  voice  display* 
z6 
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ed  themselves,  as  she  joiped  in  chaunting 
the  matin  and  the  vesper  service. 

She  was,  in  consequence,  released 
from  the  fetters  of  religious  bigotry; 
and  once  more  given  to  the  world. 

Tho3e  passions,  however,  whose  pla- 
cidity had  oflfered  no  objection  to  the 
monastic  vow,  assumed  a  more  imperi* 
ous  tone  when  practically  called  into 
actiQH  :  and,  as  love  is  blind,  it  was  her 
Stll-fortune  to  enslave  her  affections  un* 
worthily,. 
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The  object  of  her  choice  was  one  of 
those  characters-— common  in  every 
great  city^— who  liVe  comme  il  plaisok  a 
Dieu :  but  as  rough  pebbles,  jingled  in  a 
bag,  acquire  a  sort  of  polish,  so  these 
chevaliers,  from  mingling  at  the  gam- 
ing table,  acquire  a  bastard  air  of  £i- 
shion^ 

At  all  events,  the  anti-religieuse  was 
captivated  with  the  scavoir-vivre  of 
Monsieur's  air ;  released  him  from  pri- 
son ;  and  married  him  at  the  expense  of 
six  thousand  louis  d'ors  paid  among  his 
creditors* 
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A  reformed  rake^  it  is  said,  makes  a. 
good  husband.    May  the  generosity  and 
affection  of  this  lady  be  repaid  by  the 
verification  of  the  proverb ! 

Ji  predestinariasi  woukl  say,  tint  Fate 
had  reduced  all  tlie  materialism  of  en- 
joyment to  a  single  focus ;  for  scarcdy 
had  a  few  hours  of  sleep  tended  to  com- 
pose the  disturbed  nerves  of  all  our  fa^ 
shionables,  after  the  evenbg's  banquet, 
ere  their  ^mst  feelings  were  again  in- 
vited to  a  feast* 

Reader— it  wasMendoza's  benis&t  I 
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With  the  exception  o£  la^es,  the 
croud  of  the  precediiig  evening  were  all 
assomWed  at  the  scene  of  action,  where 
the  sparring  took  place  in  the  following 
order.  . 

Mendoza  and  Spattone, 

Bdcher  and  IfikeyPeak^ 

Jones  and  Cropky, 

Woodahd  Cody, 

Tring  and  Mendoza,.  - 

» 
Little  Puss  and  Dixon* 

The  croud  was  so  excessive,  that  one 
tlurd  of  the  visitors  were  exc^ided  as 
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Spectators:  but  those  who  coul<f  see 
were  most  pleasurably  delighted  with 
the  scene,  which  called  forth  reiterated 
thunders  of  cordial  applauser 

Biit  when  Mr.  Mendoza  came  for- 
ward at  the  dose  of  the  entertainment, 
in  the  manner,  and  with  the  dignity,  of 
a  K  ■  »  ,  to  apologize  for  the  non- 
appearance of  Gulley,  Crib,  Dutch  Sam, 
and  Young  Belcher — ^all,  deservedly, 
great  favourites — ^a  groan  6f  disappoint- 
ment echoed  through  the  croud. 

These  tokens  of  niortification  wei%, 
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however,  fottowed  by  loud  clappings, 
when  it  was  announced  that  those  gen- 
tlemen were  in  training,  and  proposed, 
very  shortly^  to  have  the  honour  of 
gradfying  their  most  noble  patrons  with 
a  public  exhibition  of  then:  puristic 
powers— -dtie  notice  of  which  would 
be  given  in  all  the  morning  papers. 

Hie  ensuing  week  was  c^stinguished 
by  a  walking-match  against  time. 

,  Our  hero  had  undertaken,  for  a  wa^ 
ger  of  one  thousand  guineas,  to  walk 
from  a   given  point  at   Fimlico,  to 
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Datcfaet  Bridge,  and  return  in  five- 
hours  and  a  half — the  distance  upwards 
of  forty  miles. 

To  enable  himself  the  better  to  enjoy 
thifi  polite  and  rational  annisement,  Ed- 
ward had  been  six  ivedss  4iv3iig  on 
raw  beef  steaks ;  and,  under  the  tui- 
tion of  a  skilful  practitioner,  ,was  daily 
eKercised  in  carrymg  a  load  up  Prim- 
rose-Hill,    which    load    was  prcqxu'- 

ionatty  increased  with   his  increasing 

^nd.  - 

The  odds  wete  ;a|^2ubstihist  ^wkuking 
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at  starting  i  but  having  rea£hed  Datchet 
considerably  within  half  of  his  time,  the 
odds  changed.  He  lost,  however^  by 
seven  seconds. 

Fashion,  thtis  madly  puisued,"  is  a 
whirlpool  that  drowns  the  senses  in  its 
irresistible  vortex :  yet  it  is  denomi- 
jiated  the  whirlpool  of  pleasure^  and  all 
gjuly  dash  forward  in  the  dieceitfixl 
torrent. 

Of  all  public  j)laces,  that  mbst  to  be 
approved  is,  c^tainly^  the  Fashionable 
Institutioo, 
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By  the  standing  rules,  the  company 
caniK>t  be  otherwise  thaa:  select.  In- 
dies and  gentlemen  may  lounge  the  pro- 
menade,  at  their  ease,  free  from  the  in- 
trusion  of  ^2^/^^  £uhionables  i  and  un^ 
jostled,  either  by  aw——,  or  a  pick- 
pocket* 

Let  us  return  to  the  all-&scinating 
Mrs.  Ormsby^ 

Devoted  to  Gharles  Dixon — as  much 
as  woman  could  be,  whose  head  was 
stuflFed  widi  vanity,  and  whose  heart 
was  wedded  to  folly — platonic  attach- 
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ntents^  and  sentimental  friendships,  be- 
came quite  the  rage. 

Every  lady  of  ton — married  or  un- 
married— ^had  her  Inseparable  ;   but   no 
^  one  was  more  envied  the  post  of  honor 
than  Charles  Dixon. 

Charles  was  exactly  made  up  to  be  a 
lady*s  plaything:  gaiety,  good-humor, 
,  and  badinage  were  the  chief  ingredients 
of  his  character ;  and  fortune,  by  a 
lucky  hit,  made  talent  and  exertion  two 
supernumeraries  unwanted  in  his  esta* 
blishment. 
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Thfe  father  of  Charles  had  been  a 
merchant,  trading  in  the  city,  in  co- 
partnership with  his  only  son — ^for 
Charles  was  a  child  of  love— and  being 
of  a  ^yeculatite  dl^ositton^  he-  entered 
into  a>  sort  of  wild-goose  sx^eme  of  con* 
siderable  magnitude  j  in  support  of 
which,  it  became  necessary  to  give  secu- 
rities to  a' great  amount. 

Yomig  BiKon^     consequaady,    was. 
called^upon  by  his  faijher  to  join  in  these 
seqarities,    which*  he  peremptorily  re- 
fuse te^dbj  alfedging  them*  tO'  be  c^  a 
ruinous  tendency.  •        - 
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The  old  gentleman,  thus  constrained, 
applied  elsewhere ;  and  his  sanguine  ex- 
pectations were,  ultimately,  crowned 
with  most  amj^  success. 

From  this  nioment,  he  cHscarded  his 
son  ;  who,  at  the  next  election^  lost  his 
seat  for  want  of  his  father's  support — 
his  prospects,  also,  declined ;  till  he  act- 
ually found  himself  under  confinement 
in  the  Ileet. 

Nothing  could  move  the  revengje^, 
spirit  of  the  old  gentlengian,  who  was, 
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now,  immensely  rich,  and  who  gloried 
jn  his  son^s  distress. 

He  made   his  will,  bequeathing    to 
Charles  the  whole  of  his  fortune,  con- 
ditionally, that  he  forfeited  the  same,  if 
^  he  ever  assisted  his  brother,  in  any  way 
whatsoever. 

At  his*  father's  death,  Charles  found 
himself  in  possession  of  a  considerable 
sum  in  money,  and  landed  estates  to  the 
value  of  some  thousands  per  amium* 


y  Google 


97 

What  a  pretty  pigeon,  fully  fledged, 
and  ready  for  picking  ! 

Under  all  the  inconsiderate  ardour  of 
youth,  Charles  thought'himselt  invest- 
ed with  the  purse  of  Fortunatus. 

Profusely  liberal,  his  table  was  regu- 
lated without  system ;  and  his  guests , 
invited  '\yithout  distinction.  Any  man 
of  fashion,  unengaged  for  the  day,  was 
sure  to  meet  the  delicacies  of  the  season, 
enlivened  with  Burgundy  and  Cham- 

paigne,  in Street.      In  short, 

Charles  Dixon  was  a  d— d  fin6  fellow. 

VOL.  II.  F 
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At  the  gaming  table  he  lost  his  money 
in  a  double  way — by  playing  and  by 
lending ;  but  still  he  could  seize  upon  a 
^crap  of  paper,  and  the  talismanic  cha- 
racters of  his  name,  like  the  magic  tones 
of  ^  Open,  Sesame  !"  unclosed  the  trea- 
sury at  Drummond's,  and  invested  him 
with  the  golden  spoH. 

Fashionables  will,  no  doubt,  su[^pose 
the  thoughtless  prodigal  was  rigidly  obe- 
dient to  his  father's  will,  and  never  be- 
stowed a  thought  on  his  imprisoned 
brother. 
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Not  so — Charles  has  a  heart  to  feel, 
and  priridples  to  act  upon  :  these  he  in- 
dulged at  the  imminent  risk  o£  his  for- . 
tune ;  contriving,  by  every  practicable 
subterfuge,  to  relieve  the  pecuniary  dif- 
ficulties of  the  discarded  son. 

A  few  short  years,  however,  con* 
vinced  Charles,  that  his  golden  mines 
were  not  inexhaustible  j  and  then,  in 
imitation  of  his  namesake,  in  the  School 
for  Scandal,  he  made  free  with  the  fa* 
mily  canvas. 

A  loss  at  faro— ail  unlucky  bet  on  the 
F  2 
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turf — ^and  similar  mischances — ^were 
paid  off  with  a  Rubens,  aTeniers,  or  a 
Vandyke. 

Meanwhfle,  his  softer  hours  were  de- 
voted to  gentle  dalliance  with  the  yield- 
ing fair ;  and  his  reputation — ^whatever 
his  practice — ranked  high  in  the.  annals 
of  gallantry. 

Success,  'tis  said,  is  the  eiiCTiy  of 
caution ;  and  Charles  was  awakened  to 
a  sense  of  his  follies  by  a  crim.  con. 
action  which  deprived  him  of  five  thou- 
sand  pounds. 
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.  Experience,  now,  b^an  to  gain  a 
hearing:  Charles  called  in  his  bHls — set 
seriously  to  work  in  regulating  his  a& 
fairs-^and,  from  this  management^ 
founded  on  reformation,  he  enjoys  a. 
snug  income  of  about  four  thousand  a 
year — a  seat  in  parliament  for  his  own , 
bdrough — ^an  entree  into  every  polite 
drde— and  an  unqualified  reputation  as 
being  the  most  amiable  Philander  of  the 
age. 

One  morning,  the  lovely  Ormsby  re- 
quested an  interview  with  Edward  at 
iMreakfast*— for,  although  they  Uved  in 
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the  same  house,  they  did  not  sufl^r  their 
uhcertain  hours  to  <&turb  ejach  others 
repose :  he  attended  the  summons  with 
a  smile. 

^  Oh,  my  dear  Edward" — said  the 
coaxing  syren — ^^  how  kind  you  are, 
«  and  how  much  I  want  you  1— Come, 
^'  you  must  be  more  than  good-na- 
**  tured,  for  I  have  a  monstrons  great 
^  favour  to  ask  of  you." 

*'  Ask  any  thing,  my  dearest  Maria, 
*•  only  do  not  look  so  provokingly 
"  lovely.     By  Heaven,  you   are  the 
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**  most  beautiful  creature  ui  the  unl^ 
"  verse !"; — clasping  her  to  his  bosom,, 
and  embracing  hen 

•^*  Oh,  yoa  vile  flatterer,  to  tell  me  I 
"  look  haiubomei  when  I  have  not  had 
^  a  wink  gf  sleep  all  night,  and  could 
^^  almost  die  with  vexation. . . . .  .but 

*^  tell  me" — ^taking  his  hand,  and  look- 
ing with  bewitching  entreaty.  V . .  "  wift 
^^  you  grant  my  request  ?" 

«  Name  it'*— 

1^4 
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-  *'  I  want  ten  thousand  pounds,  Ed* 
^  ward.'* 

^  Ten  thousand  pounds^  Madam  I — 
**  For  God^s  sake,  do  you  take  me  for 
^  the  goose  that  jaid  the  golden  eggs? 
**  —But  answer  me.  Madam— 'how 
^  dare  you  have  occasion  for  suci  a 
^  sumr 

4 

**  Dare,  Sir !. .  • .  **  contemptuously. 

"  Yes,  Madam, . . .  dare !  Your  first 
^  season  in  town  is   not  yet  over — 
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"  Where  are  the  five  thousand  guineas 
**  your  father  gave  you  ?  Your  trades- 
**  men's  biHs,  I  think,  you  do  not  take 
^  the  trouble  of  paying^and  I  presented 
^*  you  with  your  jewek/* 

:  •'And  pray,  Sir,  are  there  no  other 
^  elegant  expenses  inseparable  firom  the 
**  habits  of  a*  woman  of  fashion  ?— 
'^  Mean  wretch !  This  is  what  I  get  by 
**  marrying  a  paltry  attorney's  clerk/* 
;  H't .  i  She  paced  the  room  i&  \iblen&  agi- 

As,  th?  autumnal  day,  at  mors,  is  ^ 
f5. 
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decked  in  all  the  splendors  of  that  glori- 
ous luminary,  whose  cheering  rays  re- 
animate all-drooping  nature,  and  extend 
its  benign  influence  to  the  lowly  peasant 
and  the  high  born  prince,  r . . . . 

As  suddenly  the  heavens  are  obscured 
•—loud  thunders  roll — the  vivid  light- 
mngs  flash-— and  surcharged  clouds  burst 
in  torrents  over  the  deluged  earth.  .*. . 

And  ais,  again,  a  caluf^erenity  clothes 
nature  in  delusive  smiles — the  feathered 
songster  warbles  where  the  thunders 
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pealed,  and  all  things  reassuB^e  a  cheer- 
ful aspect « 

So,  fared  it  with  the  BaroucheHlriver 
and  his  Wife.  The  scene,  so  lovingly 
begun,  had  wholly  changed  its  tone  ; 
and  flashes  of  resentment,  keenly  ema**^ 
nating  from  either  eye,  portend^  the 
aj^roaching  storm. 

Happily,  aloud  knocking  at  the  door 
disturbed  tjieir  conference.  Maria  trip* 
ped  gaily  to  the  nlrawing-room,  aad  le^ 
ceived.  her  guests  with  smiles  of  wdk 
come. 

F  6 
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*^  My  dearest  Lady  G ,  how  de- 

"  lighted  I  am  to  see  you!    Where 
**  have  you  been  these  thousand  years?** 

"  Oh,  my  love,  I  am  quite  dead — 
*^  Don't  I  look  horrible  r^ 

**  Diving,  *pcMa  honor/* 

*'  Indeed,  I  must  die — Only  conceive, 
^  went  last  night  to  Lady  Tnittdle* 
**  sham's — such  a  mob— but  nobody 
•'•Hltere-^the  exertion  of  going  amoikg 
^  thdise' abominable  dts  isl  reaBy  dread- 
**  6d— 4t  is  like  going  to   my  LsKdy 
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*'  Mayoress's   ball. — Pray,     my    dear, 
"  wer^  you  ever  at  an  Easter  ballP* 

*'  Do  spare  my  nerves — dearest  Lady 

"  G an  Easter  ball  I—I  shall  faint, 

*'  indeed,  if  you  name  such  a  thing 
"  again/* 

^But,  as  I  was  saying — ^these  Trun- 
**  dleshams  were  so  anxious  to  show 
^*  their  new  nobility,   an<J  thdr  n6w 

V 

*^>plate5  with  coronets  as  large  as  p6r- 
"  ters'  knots,  that  they  invited  aft  the 
^  world— positively)  it  was  impossible 
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*^  to  move :  and,  do  you  know,  tHere 
**  was  such  ah  accident/* 

"  Indeed!    what  was  it — what  was 
it?" 

•*  Why,  you  must  know,  my  dear, 
"  that  as  the  Framptons  werq  driving 
^  up  to  the  door,  a  sudden  backing  of 
"  carrbges  threw  them,  with  a  jerk, 
^\  agiinst  the  front  glasses  of  their  cha- 
'^  riot,  and  cut  their  pretty  faces  most 
"  dreadfuHy." 

**  La!  how  comical!" 
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^  So  ridiculous,  you  have  no  idea—! 
"  have  been  so  nervous  since,  I  wonder 
"  how  I  hold  up  my  hea4 — they  made 
*^  such  rueful  figures,  you  can't  con- 
"  ceive.  But,  come  with  me  to 
"  Phillips's.  Some  of  the  finest  busts 
f^  bas  reliefs — ^and  fragments :  I  mean 
''  to  ruin  myself — I  must  have  the 
"  terra  cotta  n^odels  by  Roubilliac,  cost 
"  what  they  will." 

*^  Allons,  my  dear !" — and  the  vis 
drove  off. 

Philosophers  have  told  us^  that  we 
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are  all  born  equa),  and  that  it  is  educa- 
tion which  makes  the  difference  between 
us — ^but  I  deny  the  position. 

Those — ^whose  progenitors  have  been 
unifbrnily  well  educated—whose  ances- 
tors have  been  bred  in  all  the  lofty  no- 
tions of  honour,  integrity,  and  liberal 
sentiments,  and  whose  minds  have  been 
continually  formed  by  taste,  with  an 
attention  to  the  graces  and  decencies  of 
Hfe-— are  hot  bden,  eitlier4n  ioiMect  or 
person,  upon  an  equality  witla^  a;  plough* 
man*  '      ^ 
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They  grow  up  with  a  different  figure; 
and  hwe^  by  nature^  an  irresistibly  m^ 
perbr  tendencyt  which  «othin|;  but 
force  can  alter. 

>Tbeir  affections^  passions,  tndtnation^ 
«entiments,  are  wholly  diffinrenn 

But  the  ephemera  of  the  present  day 
is  composed^  equally,  of  the  degraded 
ofispring  of  a  noble  sire,  and  of  vulgar 
weeds,  accidentally  transplanted  into  the 
hot-bed  of  fashion :  each,  indiscrimi- 
nately, striding  "  the  narrow  world 
^  ttkeaCel0ssm.'' 
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Maddening  with  rs^e,  Edward  set 
off  instantly  for  Mr.  Grunter's. 

With  a  specious  smile,  and  courtljr 
hwuy  his  £ather-in-law  advanced  to  re- 
ceive him  in  the  librspry.  Edward  was 
too  mudi  agitated  to  conc^  his  ^kk 
tions. 

**  Your  daughter,  Sir,  has  ruined 
**  me" — ^was  his  abrupt  address,  throw- 
ing himself,  as  he  spds;e,  into  a  cane 
arm  diair. 

*^  And  pray,  Sir,,  how  zm  1  to>he^ 
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*«  tl^t  ?— I  ^d  not  ask  you  to  many 

"  H— n  and  d ^'*— exclaimed  the 

impatient  Edward,  starting  from  his 
seat,  and  striking  his  forehead  with 
his  clenched  hand  . .  •  • .  The  remainder 
of  the  sentence  was  lost  in  ftngry  mur* 
miurs. 

"  When  you  are  pleased  to  be  cool, 
"  Mr.  Ormsby'' — ^he  replied^  with  pro- 
voking caknness— **  I  will  request  you 
**  to  unfold  the  purpose  of  this  very 
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^  unceremonious  visit,  f  da  not  argue 
•♦  with  madmen/^ 

•  ^  No,  Sir  I— nor  mad  women,  dther 
^  —Tou  *  understand  me,  Mr.  Grunt> 
^  er.'' 

^  Sir,  you  are  scurrilous.'^ 

•*  Say,  rather,  I  am  provoked^  Mr. 
^\  Grunter— Your  daughter  has  bored 

*  Miss  6.  was  committed  to  a  madhouse,  bf 
papa,  to  preTent  her  marriage:  but  she  escaped 
in  dashing  style. 
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"  fne  fpir  ten   thoiasand  -  pounds/ this 
**  morning — a  stoic  would  not  be  able 
*'  to  command  his  ten^per — her  allow- 
"  ances  are  most  Kberal/* 

"And  you  gave  it  to  her,  I  suppose. 

*^  Some  little  indiscretion   at  farp,    I 

*^  make  no  doubt^-it  must  be  hushed 

**  up,  my  good  friend*    Your  wife  is 

"^  young — do  not  expose  her  to  a  mo- 

"  meat's    temptation-— give    her    the 

"  money,  kindly,  and  explain  to  her  the 

^^  consequences  of  indul^ng  such  an 

"  expensive  passion — The  mildness  of 

"  your  reproof  will  correct  her — she 
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«*  will  be  grateftil  for  your  generosity 
"  — ^and  before  next  winter  the  little 
^  malheur  will  be  quite  forgotten/' 

**  You  are  a  philosophei",  Mr.  Grunter 
*♦  — ^but  I  am  not  quite  so  tame  as  you 
^  may  imagine-*nor  could  I,  if  I  would, 
**  pay  the  money :  I  have  not  five  hun- 
^  dred  pounds  at  my  banker's/* 

^*  That's  quite  your  own  look  out> 
**  my  dear  son-in-law-*-!  never  meddle, 
**  in  money  matters,  betwe«a  man  and 
''  wi|e/' 
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At  this  moment,  the  door  opened, 
and  Mrs.  Grunter  advanced  her  head ; 
but  observing  Mr.  Grunter  was  not 
alone,  she  would  have  retired  with  a 
<«  — ^beg  pardon—**  when  Edward  re- 
quested she  would  walk  in. 

**  Ah,  Ormsby,  is  it  you  ? — ^How  do^ 
**  —and  how  is  Maria?-*— Not  seen  her 
*^  since  the  last  launch  at  the  West 
"  India  Dodcs— really,  we  meet  so  sd- 
''  dom....*.** 

"  She  has  been  better  employed**— 
said  Edward*—*^  than  in  studying  filial 
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**  re^ct.  She  has  been  scattering  ten 
**  thousand  pounds^  for  the  good  of  the 
•^  nation.'* 

^  Dear  creature ! — for  what  ?— *Soihe 
**  elegant  purchase,  Fll  engage — she  has 
^  an  infinity  of  taste— and  people,  you 
"  know,  can't  lead  the  fashions,  with- 
"  out  being  extremely  liberal  in  their 
**  expenses. — ^What  is  it,  dear  Ormsby? 
"  I  do  so  long  to  know  ? — ^Maria  is  the 
"  envy  of  the  whole  town." 

This  speech,  delivered  in  a  strain  of 
seini-denii  rapture,  accompanied  by  a 
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most  afi^ted  lisp,  called  into  action 
every  naturri  irritability  in  out  hero's 
temper— who,  with  frenzied  action, 
rushed  from  the  room,  denouncing  ven- 
geance on  the  little  nabob,  and  his  fa- 
mily. 

^  Mighty  strange,  'pon  honor  !"— 
was,  at  length,  the  sage  remark  of  Mrs. 
Grunter,  who  had  been  for  ten  minutes 
staring,  wit;h  astonishment,  at  her  hus- 
band—her husband  at  her. 

A  coundl  was,  now,  called  between 
this  fashionaHe  papa  and  mamma,  on 
roh.  II.  o 
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the  half  explained  subject  of  thdr 
daughter's  imprudence;  but  it  was 
soon  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of 
that  daughter — ^in  propria  persona,  at- 
tended by  her  Inseparable. 

^*  Bless  me" — she  exckumed — ^^  how 
««  rueful  !-=-Have  you  been  daincing 
"  reels  with  the  blue  devils,  Manuna  ? 
*^  I  never  saw  any  thing  so  shocking  ?'* 

^'  Mr.  Dixon  and  myself  will  leave  the 
"  room'* — replied  Mr.  Grunt6r — ^'^Wo- 
••  men  best  understand  each  other }  and 
"  the  united  genius  of  two  females  is 
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^  enough,  at  anytime,  even  for  a  Ma- 
*'  chiavel  to  contend  with.*' 

The  discovery  was  simple,  and  un- 
blushingly  made. 

Maria  Ormsby  was  the  treasurer  of  a 
pic-nic  faro  bank,  from  which  she  had,  . 
to  satisfy  her  own  private  losses,  pur- 
loined, at  different  times,  the  sum  she 
now  demanded.  The  bank  was  so  low 
-Hshe  feared  to  meet  the  punters  of  the 
evening. 

G  2 
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"^  Is  thsrt  all,  my  love  ?"    said  Mrs. 
Gninter. 

**  All,  Mamma  ? — ^Is  not  my  character 
**  at  stake? — Can  I  ever  hold  up  my 
"  head  again  after  such  a  slip? — If 
^*  papa  don't  hdp  me,  I  must  apply  to 
*^  Charles — ^but  that  is  an  alternative 
^  I  would,  wiDingly,  avoid:  I  should  be 
^^  so  much  in  his  power  afterwards.  *  •  • 
^  Oh,  my  dear  Mamma,  what  a  wretch 
^^  I  have  married,  to  leave  jne  exposed 
'^  to  aH  this  imnecessary  mortification  1'' 

**  Attendez— my  love — 
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"  You  must  be  dying  with  the  head. 
"  ache  t<>riight,  and  tie  up  in  a  nidb— 
"  meanwhile,  take  your  jewels — ^if  they 
"  are  insufficient  I  will  lend  you  some  of 
**  mine— to  Parker*s:  borrow  two 
**  thousand  pounds  for  the  chances  of 
^*  the  evening,  and  we  will,  afterwarife, 
**  get  your  house  robbed/* 

**  Robbed,  Mamma ! — ^la,  how  shock- 
"  ingr 

"  But  you  shall  be  th6  pretty  thief^  my 
**  love  :   the  bank  shall  be  robbed  by  a 
"  gang  of  daring  villains,  who  shall 
g3 
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^^  break  into  thfe  house,  and  carry  off 

**  the  treasure.    We  will  apply  to  Bow- 

"  Street— hand-bills  shall  be  printed— ^ 

**  rewards  offered— it  will  be  charming 

"  gossip   for  the  town— then,  in  the 

^^  morning,  you  shall  redeem  the  jewels, 

"  and  we  will  divide  the  remainder  of 

**  the  bank  between  us— what  say  you?" 

**  Oh,  my  dear  sweet,  sweet  Mamma 
♦^  —what  a  blessing  it  is  to  have  such 
**  an  own  (iear,  dear  mamma  ! — But 
**  where  is  my  sister  ?  She  would  be 
**  an  able  coadjutor  ?'' 
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^  Left  town  yesterday,  for  a  few 
**  days.    Jemmy  is  gone  with  her.** 

While  these  refined  politicians  were 
thus  honorably  engaged,  Edward  was  ill 
at  ease. 

He,  also,  had  been  unsuccessful;  and 
was  obliged  to  borrow  four  thousand 
from  a  Jew,  to  satisfy  a  debt  of  honor. 
But  Moses  would  be  secure — ^and  Ed- 
ward was  compelled  to  grant  a  warrant 
of  attorney,  payable  in  ten  days — ^nine 
of  which  were  expired — ^and  he  was^ 
meditating  to  borrow  money  from  Ihis 
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wife,  when'  she,  so  unopportunely^  zn^ 
ticipated  him. 

In  this  portion  of  afSurs,  the  follow- 
bg  morning  dawned  i  and  with  it  the 
story  of  the  robbery. 

^  Notlung  could  ecceed  the  commotion 
in  the  great  world — ^Rob  a  fiuro  bank!— 
What  sacrilege ! 

The  whole  town  presented  itself  at 
Mrs*  Ormsby's  doors — she  showed  the 
forced  lotks-— the  trace  of  their  dirty 
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feet  on  the  carpet — the  instruments  left 
behind  them  in  their  huiry. ..... 

The  evidence  was*  most  complete— 
and  so  little  did  the  afiair  prej^udtce  the 
great  world  against  the  fair  delinquent, 
that  on  the  following  night,  which  had: 
long  been  announced  for  the  Onnsbf 
fifth  conc^t,  a  mor^  than  usual  ovei:^ 
flow  of  world  inundated  h&c  roc»ns. 

Edward  and  hersdf  were  per£(d% 
reconciled— -and  he  honored  the  eve^ 
ning  with  his  presence. 

OS 
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If  any  young  lady,  possessing  more 
than  common  curio^ty,  iwishes  to  know 
bow  this  domestic  bnilee  was,  so  sud- 
denly, hushed  up,  I  will  indulge  her 
£mcy  by  Slabbing. 

Rumor  \^as  not  content  in  spreading 
the  detail  of  this  robbery  over  the 
western  hemisphere  of  fashion — ^it  tra- 
yelled  eastw^ird ;  and  Mr.  Moses — who 
did  not  hear  the  story  with  quite  so 
much  implicit  faith  as  the  beau  monde 
had  done;  and  who,  at  all  events, 
thought  there  tnust  be  something  wrong 
—presented  his  bond  ^n  judgment  for 
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payment;  and  although  Edward  had 
assured  him  it  would  be  paid  at  the 
end  of  the  week,  Moses  thought  "  a 
"  bird  in  the  hand  worth  two  in  the 
^^  bush,"  and  put  an  execution  into  the 
house  on  the  morning  of  the  concert*^ 

It  was,  now^  Mrs.  Ormsby's  turn  to 
be  in  a  passion — ^but  the  kind-hearted 
creature  wisely  compromised  with  her 
husband  j  and  even  promised  to  assist 
him  in  the  payment  of  the  debt. 

Edward  brightened  into  his  former 
good  humoi; — kissed  her — swore:  she 
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\^as  an  angel-**and  that  att  woidd  b^ 
wdl  in  a  few  days. 

Meanwiiile^  the  bsuUfis  were  put  into 
^ate  livcries^-twelve  sup«'numerary 
suits  being  kept  for  gala  nights— and  the 
thing  went  off  with  prodigious  eclat. 

it  19  Certain,  that  hixury,  fashion,  and 
{HTofusion,  are  the  sinews  of  trade  in 
^  great  dties-^-and  that  the  steady  me- 
chanic thriires  upon  the  follies  c^  the 
shuttlecock  peer. 

But  then,  these  otravagances  should 
a 
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be  confined  to  the  higher  orders  o£  so- 
ciety— ^it  is  among  the  prerogatives  of 
our  nobility  to  be  ridiculous. 

To  each  his  station .:  when  citizens, 
too  proud  to  belong  to*the  warehouses 
which  give  them  wealth,  migrate,  In 
masquerade^  from  Flsh-StreetJfiB  to 
HiU-Strcet,  Berkdey-Square  :  people  of 
real  fashion  should  do  more  than  ridi- 
cule their  foBy-^they  should  correct  it^ 
by  refusing  to  acknowledge  such  obtru* 
sive  clsdms  to  equality^ 

Let  them>   if  they  will  imitate  tha 
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great,  give  their  parties — their  concerts 
—and  their  routs — ^in  their  own  proper 
sphere. 

A  very  ingenious  lady,  whose  hard" 
hearted  spouse—jhough  a  kn%ht — 
could  not  be  prevailed  with  to  mov^ 
from  a  narrow  dirty  lane  in  the  dty^ 
where  he  had  honestly  and  industrimisly 
acquired  all  his  wealth,  determined  on 
giving  a  public  break&st  alfresco^  and 
issued  cards,  to  that  effect,  among  her 
numerous  friends.  ^ 

The  thing  seemed  impossible— but 
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nothing  is  impossible  to  female  ingenu* 
Ity. 

On  the  morning'  appointed  for  the 
celebration  of  this  unique  gala — ^the 
coachman,  footman,  shopman,  three 
warehouse  porters,  and  two  carmen, 
were^4)Osted  in  rich  hired  liveries,  and 
formed  an  avenue  to  the  church-yard, 
where  the  lady  hostess,  and  her  four 
accomplished  daughters,  were  seated 
beneath  the  shadows  of  a  large  yew- 
tree. 

An  degant  cold  collation,  prepared  by 
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Mr.  Deputy  B— h,  was  served  up,  in 
appropriate  devices,  on  the  most  con- 
venient tombstones :  gormandizing  was 
succeeded  by  dancing  up  the  passage  to 
theaisle,  which  was  fancifully  chalked 
for  the  occasion. 

About  seven,  in  the  evening,  the 
party  separated ;  lii^ly  delighted  with 
the  novelty  of  their  entertainment,  and 
enraptured  with  the  condescending  af- 
fiftbility  erf  my  lady  hostess,  and  the  po- 
lite attention  of  her  accomplished  daugh- 
ters. 
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It  is  possible,  that  these  vofumes 
may,  one  day  or  other,  M  into  the 
hands  of  some  poor  curate^s  wife,  who 
wilt  raise  up  her  hands,  and  bless  her 
stars  that  £ite  had  secluded  her  from 
the  wicked  town ;  while  her  husband, 
whose  worldly  knowledge  may  be  as 
contracted  as  his  income,  wil  possibly 
can  all  my  fashionable  tales  ^  zLunncn 
•*  humbug^*  and  ask*-^— ^-pertinently  e- 
nough — ^if  it  werQ  possible  that  tlie  well 
regulated  police  of  a  populous  city 
should  licence  gaming,  robbery,  and 
pro£uieness« 
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Kissing  goes  by  favor,  Re^rend  Sir, 
in  every  polished  nation ;  and  person- 
ages of  more  exalted  rank  than  any  I 
have  hitherto  mentioned,  know  how 
pos^ble  it  is  to  slide  backwards^  y^t  si- 
lence/t^^/i^  reproach.  , 

And  we  fbrther  know,  that  let  a  law 
be  ever  so  wisely  framed,  it  cannot 
provide  against  subtlety,  chicane,  and 
villainy. 

Witness  the  notorious  swindler,  late* 
lyrde^ed  £rom  punishment,  becau3e 
the  stolen  goods  were  not  presented  ia 
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Court,  although  actually  in  the  prosecu* 
tor's  possession. 

Witness  the  — —  prythee  name  it, 
gentle  reader.  • .  •  •  •  of  an  imprisoned 
debtor^  released  from  the  shackles  of 
the  lawy  to .  fill  his  purchased  seat  in  an 
august  assembly :  by  which  latter  most 
sage  translation  of  the  law,  it  is  expected 
some  very  dashing  blades  will  be  re^ 
stored  to  Bond-Street ;  it  being  much 
more  convenient  to  purchase  b  ~-s, 
at  four  thousand  each,  than  discharges 
at  fifty,  or  sixty. 
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Such  are  the  blessings  of  sm  enUgbu 
ified  age  !— such  the  pbwers  of  legal  ca- 
suistry!— such  the  unsullied  boast  of 
our  c  1  rights! 

But  the  most  ravishing  indiscretions- 
unpunishable  by  law— that  modem 
times  records^  is  the  late  violation  of 
the  ^^  MYSTIC  CAMPHOR  BAG.*^  The  ac* 
quitted  culprit,  however,  has  merdy 
exdianged  the  rope's  end  for  the  ma* 
trimoniiat  gyves ;  and  dreams  of  freedom 
in  the  house  of  bondage. 

I  have  read  a  Russian*  fragment,  ap- 
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pficable,  in  my  humble  opinion,  to  the 
sentimental  loves  of  this  bappy^  happy  pair. 


— ^^  By  degrees,  her  aversion  to  men 
"  wore  off,  and  she  became  sensibly 
^  touched  with  the  fidelity  of  hb  at- 
•*  tadiment.  Vanity  had  lost  much  of 
^^  his  empire,  and  she,  now,  loved  him 
"  for  his  worth  alone. 

**  At  last,  she  said,  why,  my  Aiexei  j 
"  why,  are  not  all  men  like  you  ? — ^Love 
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^  would  be  divested  of  its  torments, 
^'  and  we  should  enjoy  an  eternal  feli- 
^*  dty. 

"  Inspired  by  this  tender  confession, 
"  Alexei  became  a  suppliant,  and  was 
"  accepted. 

"  One  only  condition  attached  to  her 
"  promise — ^they  were  to  quit  the  gay 
"  throng,  and  live  in  retirement. 

"  The  wicked  worldy  my  dear  Alexe^ 
**  would  envy  our  happiness.    Let  us 
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**  conceal  it  from  them,  and  Kve  in  each 
"  other's  smiles. 

"  My  life'* — ^he  replied — ^^  is  devoted 
**  to  you,  incomparaUe  Julia ! — I  would 
''  go  with  you  to  the  world's  end  j  and 
"  never  dream  of  any  joy,  but  that 
"  which  flowed  from  you.  Your  will 
"  shall  be  my  law :— Alexei  never  can 
"  deceive  his  Julia. 

"  The  first  ax  ot  eight  weeks,  in  the 
"  country,  pa^ed  like  the  pleasing 
^  charms  of  a  fine  summer's  day^ 
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**  Alexei  was  happy  in  Julia. .  • .  Julia 
«*  was  all  grateful  affection. 

**  Heavens/*  cried  Julia,  **  how  can 
"  people  live  in  the  ^ddy  metrc^olis  ? 
"  Here,  Nature  shares  all  our  joy&— we 
**  will  never  leave  the  country. 

**  In  town,  my  love,  all  is  confusion 
"  and  trouble — ^here,  all  gaiety,  con'- 
^*  tent,  and  innocence :  there  you  would 
**  live  in  perpetual  restraint — ^here,  in 

••  constant  freedom Ah,  my  be- 

^^  loved  Alexei,  pressing  his  hand^  to 
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"  her  heart,  and  looking  at  him  with 
"  excessive  tenderness — 

"  *Tis  in  the  bosom  of  Nature,  only, 
"  that  the  feeling  heart  can  find  re- 
"  ppse» 

"  Towards  the  conclusion  of  sum- 
"  mer,  Julia's  panegyrics  on  retirement 
"  were  more  languid  j  but  when  the 
^  ^ooms  of  autumn  robbed  the  trees 
"  of  their  verdure^-the  garden  of  its 
**  flower? — ^the  fields  of  their  fragrance 
"  the  birds  of  their  melody 

VOL.  II.  H 
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"  She  froze,  with  horror,  at  the  al- 
*'  tered  scene.  The  sciit!^  ch^Okge 
^\  seized  on  her  spirits— she  lost  all  re- 
^  Ksh  for  solitude* 

*^  Alexei  observed  she  was  weary  erf 
**  her  situation :  he  took  up  the  Nou- 
•*  velle  Iteloise,  tarecaB  to  her  tnind 
^  all  those  enchanting  fancies  which  oc* 
^  cupy  a  heart  in  love-^for  they  both 
**  loved— Ibndly  lov6d— and  Nature 
•*  had  formed  them  for  its  most  esqui- 
•*  site  enjoyments; 

"  As  he  pursued  the  feelings  of  the 
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"  enamoured  St.Preux,  Jllexeihecxm^ 
^^  more  agitated — Julia  more  tender: 
*'  she  sank  on  the  bosom  of  her  hus* 
"  band— threw  her  arms  around  his 
*'  neck— and>  in  murmuring  accents, 
'^  owned  the  powers  of  love. 

"  This  was,  however,  naomentary : 
"  the  delirium  past,  Julia  began  to  ar* 
^'  gue  against  Rousseau. 

^^  All  he  says,  ipy  dear  Alexei,  is,  in- 

**  deed,  very  charming  j    and,  for- a 

^^  time,  touches  the,  finest  chords  about 

^^  the  heart :  but  feveclies  in  ccmtinued 

h2 


y  Google^ 


14« 

^  solitude :  the  human  heart  is  restless 
^  — eagef  after  novelty :  it  must  be 
**  supplied  with  new  emotions — ^new 
**  impressions — ^to  strengthen  and  to  in- 
"  vigorate  its  feelings. 

"  The  most  ardent  love  droops  in  re- 
**  tirement — we  want  comparisons  to 
"  make  us  happy.  In  the  gay  world 
**  we  feel  the  real  value  of  the  blessings 
"  we  possess*" ^ 


•     Having  thus  sung  *'  the  loves  of  John 
and  Jean/'  we  leave  them  to  bill  and 
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coo  in  their  chosen  retirement,  and  re- 
turn,  to  Mr.  Moses  and  his  crew. 

Maria,  in  obedience  to  her  engage- 
ment, partly  aided  by  her  share  of  the 
spoil — partly  borrjowing  from  Mamma's 
sha?fe— and  partly  begging  from  Papa-— 
payed  off  the  execution,  and  kicked  the 
Israelite  down  stairs. 

Once  more  fairly  afloat,  the  Ba- 
rouche-driver and  his  Wife  pursued 
pleasure  with-  a  renovated  vigour  ;  and 
determined  on  announcing  an  enter- 
tainment, which,  for  novelty,  splendor,, 
hS 
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and  croud,  was  to  surpass,  all  former 
out-doings. 

It  was,  therefore,  announced  to  the 
fashionable  world,  that  on  the  28th  of 
May,  the  Ohmsby  Regatta  would  be 
^ven  at  hord  E  *8  park  inMbrt- 
fbrdshire — his  Lordship  having,  most 
obligingly,lent  the  mansion  and  grounds 
for  the  occasion. 

This  park,  which  is  very  extensive, 
is  remarkable  for  a  navigable  canal 
which  runs  nearly  through  the  center ; 
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and^  on  tliis  beautiful  piece  of  water,  ike 
ELegatta  was  to  take  place. 

The  nobility,  ^  and  fajshion  of  tlif 
town,  to  do  more  immediate  honor  to 
their  lovely  hostess,  had  voted  itj;o  be 
the  order  of  the  day,  that  all  visitort 
should  appear  in  state — that  is,  with  six, 
or,  at  least,  four  horses,  and  numerous 
outriders. 

At  the  eastern,  or  grand,:  gate  of  enr 

trance,  two  ferge  marquees  were  erect. 

ed,  with  temporary  refreshment ;  and, 

at  two  o'clock  precisely,  on  the  firing 

h4 
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of  a  cannon,  the  company  were  to  be 
conducted  to  the  northern  extremity  of 
the  canal,  preceded  by  D'Egville*s  pu* 
pils,  habited  as  Zephyrs  i  who  wete  to 
scatter  flowers,  as  they  mingled  in  the 
fantastic  varieties  of  the  mazy  dance, 
before  the  brilliant  throng. 

On  the  banks  of  the  water,  a  small 
fleet  of  gondolas,  gaily  decked  with 
streamers,  would  invite  parties  to  repose 
beneath  their  silken  awnings.  Groupes 
of  mermaids  *,  characteristically  attired, 

♦  Mr.  Saunders's  celebrated  troop    was   en- 
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to  sport  on  the  stream ;  mingling  with 
tritons  bearing  conch-shells.- 

Having  embarked  to  the  soft  strains 
of  flutes  and  clarinete,  tlie  gondoKeri 
paddled  down  the  canal  to  meet  a  splen- 
did barge,  in  which  "  tm£  Ormsby*' 
voluptuousljr  reclined,  surrounded  by- 


gaged  to  perform  these  characters.    Supported, 
'  from  the  waist  upwards,  by  Daniel V  Life  Pre- 
^  ^^  seryers,"  nothing  would hafe  be^i  moresimr- 
pie ;  although  the  effect  would  have  been  noTd  ^ 
and  romantic.  ^  WhatsaysW— P — L 
'  H  5 
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Gupidg,   ia  imitaition  of  Cleopatra  ose 
the  silver  Cydnos* 

The  pageantry  of  this  barge  was  in- 
tended  to  exceed  all  descriptioa ;  and  a 
iuU  martial  bsnd,  in  Turkish  umfbran, 
WCTC  to  announce  the  queen'^  approach. 

This  fairy  vision  was  to  have  been 
succeeded  by  a  cold  collation,  served  be- 
neath an  awning  suspended  from  the 
neighbouring  oaks:  the  ballet  of  Cupid 
and  Psyche  was  to  be  performed,  al 
fruco^  during  the  repast— the  whole  to 
conclude  with  reels  and  waltzes* 
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Invojition  had  often  been  racked  ta 
claim  pre-eminence  of  ton — but  never 
had  produced  so  beautiful  a  novelty^, 
i^ticipation  was  on  tip-toe. 

One  prepind:oiy  morning  Mrs.  Onns« 
by  had  occasion  to  drive  into  the  city  j. 
and,  on  the  stoppage  of  her  carriage  at 
the  bottom  of  Ludgate^Hill,  she  was 
imcommonly  surprised  to  see  an  diqh 
mensemob  collected  round  th^corher 
house — ^the  windows  of  which  wete  aU 
broken  ;  and  the  building  itself  defended 
by  abwricada. 

h6 
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•*  Enquire  what  is  the  matter,  John/* 

John  returning,  rejdied — **  A  ghost, 
^  an't  please  you,  my  Lady/* 

"  A  ghost!** — ^reiterated  Mrs.  Orms- 
by. 

At  this  moment,  a  gentteman  ap- 
proached the  carriage,  saying,  if  per- 
mitted, be  would  teHeve  the  hdy^scu- 
tiooly* 

Mrs.  Ormsby,  with  much  eagerness, 
thanked  him  for  his  politeness. 
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**  I  am  a  ruler  of  the  Fleet,  Madam  ; 
^*  and  my  peregrinations  beiftg  confined 
^*  to  part  pf  Ludgate-Hill ;  I  was,  last 
*'  Friday  evening,  taking  my  accus- 
^  tomed  saunter,  when  I  was,  thus  ab- 
"  ruptly,  accosted  by  a  Mr.  M^Manus, 
"  with  whom  I  had  a  previous  slight 
"  acquaintance,  from  a  similarity  of 
**  circumstances. 

"  Tell  me.  Sir,  have  you  seen  my 
"  dear  wife?*^ 

"  Your  wife,  Mr.  M'Manus? — ^You 
^  know  she  died  nine  months  ago.'* 
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"  But  her  ghost— Sir !— her  ghost — 
*^  Sure  you  know  'tis  Lady  H.    j    *s 
"  ghost^  and  no  other  living  soul's,  that 
•*  4C<unes  here  every  nig^t  to  see  me. . 

*'  , .  Oh,  Lacfy  H..^ — ,  U4y  H ! 

^  Why  would  yo^i*  he  after  leaving  me 
"  at  all,  ataUr 

*'  Observing  the  poor  man  to  be  \io- 
**  lently  agitated,  I  would  have  taken 
**  hipo  ±o  my  lodging — ^for  the  croud 
**  was  gathering  very  thick  around  us 
**  — ^but  he  would  not  be  driven  from 
^^  {^purpose;    He  inwted  on  ringing 
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**  at  the  door  of  that  hcwse,  now  eii- 
^^  closed  with  high  bparding. 

^  He  was  answered  by  a  porter— ^th^ 
"  only  resident — ^frona  whom  he  re- 
**  quested  leave  to  renudn  in  the  oflSice 
•*  till  midnight;  but  the  man  rudely 
^  refusing  him,  heaj^eared  almost  dis- 
**  tracted— apostrophising  the  spirit 
**  of  his  dear  wife  in  wild>  incoherent 
•*  language  i  and  vowing,  ior  her  sake, 
"  that  he  would  live  and  die  on  the 
^  spot. 

^  I  asked  Him^  why  he  so  particu- 
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^^  larly  fancied  she  appeared  there, 
^  when  she  died  in  the  Old  Bailey — ^for 
"  you  must  know,  Madam,  a  report 
**  had  been  some  days  in  circulation, 
'^  that  a  ghost  was  seen  about  the  HSIL 

^  Sure,  and  I  know*^ — ^he  answered 
— ^*  the  dear  crature  will  come  all  the 
"  way  sl^e  can,  to  mate  me.  .•.  The 
*•  Lord  Hess  her — she  was  only  forty- 
•*  seven  when  she  died ;  but  she  augSt 
•*  to  have  been  fbrty^ight^  for  her 
^*  mother  had  a  miscarriage/* 

^  For  the  better  understanding  of 
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"  thjs  last  sentence,  I  must  acquaint 
^  you,  Madam,  that  his  wife.  Lady 
u  H'-'  ■,  though  under  coverture,  was 
^^  a  prisoner  in  the  Rules}  and  that 
*^  house,  which  is  an  Institution  Office, 
**  being  one  of  the  boundaries,  he  cbos^ 
<^  to  suppose  she  would  come  thus  £ur 
"  to  meet  him. 

**  At  fcngth,.  not  being  aWe  to  re- 
"  move  him,  and  the  mob  becoming 
^  very  troublesome,  I  m^e  my  best 
♦*  way  out  of  it; 

**  It  was  now  nearly  nine.    The  mob 
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**  increased;  and  as  it  grew  darfser, 
^  broke  all  the  windows ;  and  would^ 
**  nu«  probably,  have  coramitt^d  fiir- 
^  ther  excesses,  had  not  the  police  been 
^  caUed  into  zction. 

\  ^^  The  story  now  is,  that  a  murder 
<<  was  committed  many  years  ago  on 
"  the  premises,  and  that  the  spirit  of 
^•the  deceased  haunts  the  ifpot. 

*♦  There  are  many  who  dedare  they 
<<  have  seen  it,  and  that  it  is  th^  gbost 
**  of  a  female  J^      : 
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"  Can  you  tell  me.  Sir,  who  this 
**  poor  man  is,  and  who  Lady  H — ?** 

**  I  can,  Madam :  Lady  H— —  was 
"  the  widow  of  an  honest  brazier  iii 
"  Dublin;  who,  having  amassed  a  for- 
**  'tune  by  his  industry,  became  lx>rd 
'^  Mayor  of  the  city,  and  a  dvic  knight 

"  At  his  decease,  my  JL.ady  married 
"  Mr.  M^Manus,  a  needy  young  bar- 
^c  rister;  at  whose  instance,  she  threw 
"  away  all  she  had,  in  pursuit  of  a 
<^  chimerical  law  suit. 
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*•  This  fdly  brought  them  both  inta 
•*  the  Rules ;  from  which,  however, 
^'  he  has  been  some  time  discharged— » 
^*  but  i^e  remained  till  her  death* 

^  He  still  pursues  his  romantic  claims 
"  --^in  forma  pauperii — and  they  have, 
<<  I  belieye,  poor  man,  turned  his 
^  brain.'^ 

Here  the  strangef  bowed ;  and  Mrs. 
Ormsby  having  thanked  him— directed 
her  coachman  to  drive  home. 

A  hovel,  my  fair  readers,  would  be 
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nothing  without  a  ghost  :  it  is  true,  I 
do  not  lead  you  through  vaulted  corri- 
dores  echoing  to  the  footsteps  of  the 
midnight  wanderer — nor  do  I  endanger 
your  necks  in  following  a  narrow  wind- 
ing staircase,  at  the  acute  angle  of  which, 
a  sudden  bbst  of  noisome  air  extin- 
guishes your  lamp,  and  leaves  you  to 
all  the  terrors  of  darkness, 

I  relate  to  you  a  fact,  indic^ttive  of 
the  credulity  of  the  people;  which  nei- 
ther time,  nor  reason,  will  ever  correct. 

The  infatuated  multitude,  at  the  mo- 
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ment  I  am  writing — kr  it  is  past  twelve 
at  night — J^^e  gathered  round  the  haunt- 
ed house ;  and  as  firmly  expect  to  see 
the,GHosT,  as  I  expect  to  be  extcdled 
to  the  skies,  for  the  amusement  I  am, 
now^  oflfering  to  the  poHta:  circles  of 
society :  and  that  I  may  deserve  it, 
surprise  shall  ride  upon  surprise,  to  the 
end  of  the  Barouche-driver's  journey. 

Edwal^,  latterly,  had  indulged  the 
habit  of  conducting  a  lady  of  high  qua- 
lity  to  a  certain  convenient  hotd  in  the 
neighbturhoodof  Soho-Square. 
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It  was  Suti^Yi  and  other  amusements 
bping  exploded,  her  Ladyship  had  ^ven 
hkn  an  appointment  at  half  past  nme^ 

The  entree  was  favorable  ta  their 
warmest  wishes;  but  as  they  were 
about  to  retire,  after  ^  the  feast  o£ 
"  reason,  and^the  flow  of  soul'*— ano^^ 
ther  door  opened  on  the  landing,  criti* 
ddly^  as  they  undostd  theit& 

"  Oh,  heavens  !*'— murmured  her 
Ladyship--^^  I  am  ruined,  my  dearest 
^*  Omasby— *-Yoijr  ^f?fi&has  seenme»**, 
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•*  My  wife !  — ^impossible/* 

*'  I  pledge  my  banor  it  was  her -1 

*«  dare  not  venture  down  stairs/* 

**  I  will  soon'seeV--S2dd  Edward, 
coolly  advancing  to  the  door  he  had 
heard  open. 

He  tapped:  no  reply-— -*A^n:  all 
was  still. 

Upon  which  he  placed  his  shcmlder  to 
the  door,  and  the  lock  instantly  gave 
way. 
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A  viofent  shrieking  ensu^^  ^idiich 
brought  up  the  terrified  landlord,  an- 
xious for  the  reputation  of  his  house. 

^*  What  is  the  matter,  noble  Sirf — 
"  What  is  the  matter  f— For  God^s  sake, 
"  do  not  ruin  my  house !— Oh,  what 
"  is  the  matter  ?— -What  is  the  mat- 
**terr 

"  J^(?/A/;2f*'— answered  Edward— — 
*•  only  that  lady  is  my  wife,  and  that 
**  gentleman  my  friend.  Order  a  dozeh 
^  wax  lights,  instantly,  to  this  room.** 

yoh.  II.  I 
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The  trembling  landlord  obeyed. 

"  Now,  Mr.  Charles'*— said  Edward, 
who  had  not  spoken  to  the  parties  be- 
fore — ^^  1  will  give  you  a  proper  hide^ 
«  ingr 

No  sooner  said,  than  c^one :  at  it 
they  went,  secundum  artem. 

Our  hero  was  athletic,*  and  aimed  his 
straight  forward  blows  with  extreme 
good  will  J  but  Charles,  who  was  light 
and  agile,  evaded  the  powerful  eflfort 
with  grea(t  dexterity,  and  danced  round 
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his  antagonist;^  giving  him  play,  while 
he  wasted  his  exertion. 

It  was,  now,  Charles's  turn';  and  he 
put  in  his  \>lows  so  successfully,  that, 
after  nineteen  rounds,  he  was  declared 
to  be  the  best  man. 

At  the  be^ning  of  the  contest,  seve- 
ral Misses^  half  dressed,  flew  to  the  head 
of  tjie  stairs,  that  they  might  be  specta- 
tors of  the  sport;  but  they  did  not 
even  get  a  peep. 

Edward,  mortified  in  the  extreme, 
I  2 
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retired  to  the  room  where  he  had  left 
his  trembling  companion ;  and  calling 
for  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  wrote  the  fol- 
\omng  bOlet,  which  he  sent  to  Charles 
Dison,  who  had  not  left  the  house. 


"  My  HONOR  requires  z  further  expi- 
^^  atioA:  meet  me  at  one  to^norrow^ 
^^  near  the  tdegraph  ~  on  Wimbledon 
^^  Conmion«<— the  lady  yov  may  dispose 
^  ofasyoupleaseb' 

^  E.  o:' 
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The  reply: 

^  I  shall  be  punctual/* 

The  pdnt  of  honor  settled^  Edward 
washed  his  bruised  and  bloody  face, 
and  then  turned  to  comfort  his  fur- 
companion,  who  was  oi^ressed  with 
tarror,  being  only  a  noviciate  in  such 
scenes.  The  house,  howeveiv  being  re- 
stored to  order,  they,  at  length,  es- 
caped. 

On  the  following  day,  at  the  appoint-r 
IS 
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ed  hour,  the  parties,  with  their  seconds, 
met*  ^ 

Both  were  to  fire  at  a  signal. 

^<  Take  care,  Charles,  I  shall  hit  you, 
*«  byG— dr 

'  "  Rre  away,  my  lad  of  wax/* 

They  did  so. 

*•  WJngcd-^by  the  Lord  Harry  !*'— 
said  Edward. 
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^*  ril  tie  you  up/'— replied  Chzxles, 
loosing  his  double  cravat  to  bandage  the 
arm. 

They,  then,  returned  to  town  toge- 
ther, and  made  an  appointment  for 
dinner  at  the  Thatched  House. . 

Every  minute  principle  of  honor 
being  thuls,  most  amply ^  gratified ;  and 
Mrs.  Ormsby  having  retired  with 
Charles  Dixon — ^Edward  ordered  an 
upholsterer  to  take  an  inventory,  and 
advertise  a  sale  of  his  efiects.^ 

14   . 
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In  two  days  tlie  Regatta  was  to  have 
taken  place* 

**  How  unfortunate!" — says  one. — 
"  Had  she  but  waited  tjH  the  Regatta 
<«  was  over**— «aid  another. — ^  I  long 
"  /2^j/^^//rfit"— «aid  ji  third.— "  Every 
^*  body  knew  it^'-^said  a  fourth. — ^**  Oh, 
"the  Reg(Ma  P^—t^id  a  fifth., ...... 

Nothing  but  lamentation  was  heard 
throughout  the  western  re^on  for  full 
twice  four-andrtwenty  hours:  it  was 
the  ne  plus  ukra  of  mortification.    . 
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The  lawyers  were,  imtantlf,  set  to 
work  i  and  the  haut  ton  were  be^n- 
ning  to  compromise  the  Regatta,  m  the 
sale  at  Ormsby-house. 

Anodier  disappointments 

A  few  mornings  t)reviaas  to  the  day 
of  sale,  Edward  had  just  diambxmted 
from  his  box,  and  was  retiring  to  dress, 
when  the  porter  ddivered  a  letter, 
which  he  said  Was  to  be  given  to  bii 
own  hand» 
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^  Oiir  hero  broke  the  seal :  it  was  as 
f(dk)ws. 

"  Mr.  Ormsby, 
*^Sir, 
^  Whe^  tbe  late  Mt.  Dalton  died^ 
^*  my  very  worthy  friend  and  client 
^^  was  in  Wales. 

^^  Returned  to  town ;  business  so 
^  pressing,  quite  forgot  small  box  of 
^*  papers  belonging  to  deceased 

"  Found  said  papers  yesterday  j  look- 
^  ing  over  them,  as  in  duty  bound. 
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^  discovered  said  Mr.  Dakon's  wiD, 
^  executed  according  to  due  form  of 
"  law  J  bearing  date  fourteenth  Febru- 
"  aryA.D.1792* 

^*  By  s:ud  will,  testator  hath  bc^ 
^'  queathed  all  property,  whatsoever, 
**  and  wheresoever,  either  in  possession, 
^  reversion,  remainder,  or  howsoever 
"  otherwise,  to  Samuel  Dalton,  of  Al- 
*'  dermanbury,  wine  and  spirit  mer- 
'*•  chant,  and  to  his  heirs,  for  pver. 

"  This  for  your  information,  being 

"Tour's,  &c. 

"  Wm.  Lattitat;'* 
<*  CbanccryJanej  May  ^6,  1807. 
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A  tktmderbdt  wouM  have  been  iner*> 
cy  to  tliis  intdHgolGe.    Our  hero  stood 
Vkt  one  transfixed : 

PiertM  bj  seveve  amazement — hxd&g  life— 
SpeedileaS)  and  i:i'd  in  all  the  deatb  of  woe  f 
So-*^faiAt  reii^Qiblanee  I  on  the  marble  tomb, 
The  well-dissenibled  mourner  stooping  stands, 
For  eversilent-Tand  for  eyer  sad. 

I^roposals  of  a  very  fiberal  nature 
were  made  to  Edward,  cm  the  follow- 
ing day,  by  Mr*  Daltpn  the  heir  :  who, 
so  far  fiom  exulting  over  him,  had  de- 
termined on  o£Bmng  hiai  a  handsome 
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sdttfement :  but  Edward's  affiurs  were 
desperate  beyond  this  proffered  Hiut 
ness. 

Fame  soon  circulated  the  news  of  his 
altered  circumstances,  and  he  was  ar* 
rested,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Dalton^' 
for  sums  it  would  have  been  madness  to 
have  interfered  ki. 

Th^  extravagance  of  hk  wife  had 
been  so  unlimited~80  infinitely  beyond 
the  calculations  of  a  man,  who  n^ver 
permitted  himself  to  think— -that  the 
sale  of  the  whole  property  would  scarce- 
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Ij  have  placed  him  m  the  independence 
he  enjoyed,  when^  he,  exulting,  ex- 
churned, 

^  And  will  I  learn  to  box?*  •  •  •  and 
^^  will  I  keep  a  stud  ?.  •  •  •  and  will  I 
«  drive  four  in  hand?** 

Mr.Dalton  thought  it  even  impru- 
dent to  bail  him  j  wishing  that  the 
denouement  of  his  early  career  of  dissi- 
pation might  tend  to  ameliorate  his 
conduct;  and  that  thk  unpre^ive  les- 
son, on  his  own  demerits,  might  be  hi& 
future  safeguard 
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He  was,  therefore,  in  due  form  re- 
moved to  the  King 'SBench  prison,  where 
Mr.  Dalton  madehiin  a  very  handsome 
weekly  sdlowance. 

But  a  prison  is  not  x  school  of  re- 
formation.   What  says  Dr.  Johnson  ? 

"  The  misery  of  gaols  is  not  half  their 
*^^  evil :  they  are  filled  with  every  cor? 
.  **  ruption  which  poverty  and  vice  can 
**  generate  between  them :  with  all  the 
^^  shameless  and  profligate  enormities 
^^  that  can  be  produced  by  the  impu* 
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^  deiiceofignoininy--die  rage  of  want 
«  -^and  the  paafignity  <^  despair. 


€€ 


In  a  prison  the  awe  of  a  public  ejre 
lost  i  and  the  power  of  the  law  is 

•*  spent;  there  are  few  fears — thereare 

**  no  blushes. 


^  Every  one  fortifies  Mmsetf,  as  he 
**  can,  against  his  own  sensibility ;  he 
^  endeavors  to  practise  on  others,  the 
••arts  which  have  been  practised  on 
••  himself,  and  gains  the  kindness  of  his 
••  assodateabyamnifitudeof  manners.. 
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^<  Thus,  some  sinlc  amidst  their  mi- 
**  series  j  and  others  survive,  only,  to 
**  propagate  villainy. 

^^  If  there  are  any  made  so  obdurate 
^*  by  avarice  or  cruelty,  as  to  revolve 
^^  these  consequences  without  dread  or 
«<^  pity-4  must  leave  them,  to  be  awak« 
'^  ened  by  some  other  power.  •  • » 

^*  I  write,  only,  to  human  bebgs.'' 

To  the  spirited  exertions  of  the  be- 
nevolent Lord  Moira»    the   prisoneri 
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however,  is  at  last  taught  to  look  up  for 
mercy. 

A  ne#  system  of  law,  between 
debtor  and  creditcn:,  is  said  to  have 
been  prepared}  and  we  will  hope  it 
-may  be  propitious :  we  will  hope  that 
able  and  distinguished  officers,  pining 
in  want  and  ignoble  slothfulness,  may 
be  restored  to  professions  they  have  ta- 
lents  to  ornament ;  and  we  will  hope» 
that  the  vindictive  tradesman,  who  first 
lures  the  unwary  into  debt,  and  then 
gloats  on  the  inquisitorial  sufferings  he  is 
permitted  to  inflict  on  his  victim,  may^ 
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no  longer,  enjoy  the  twofold  pbwer-— 
to  TEMPT,  and  to  chastise. 

Of  the  Grunters,  little  remains  to  be 
added:  the  wretched  parents  of  a 
wretched  oflipring — the  primary  caUse 
of  all  their  delinquendes ;  they  are 
alike  shunned  and  detested  by  all  orders 
of  society :  and  they  begin  to  find,  that 
even  Asiatic  splendor  cannot,  always, 
gloss  Asiatic  principles;  or  wealthy  vit 
lainy,  eventually,  shake  off  its  du^  re- 
wardf 

Our  hero  is  of  a  different  stamp.  Ini« 
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tsiated,  too  eariy,  into  the  disdpatkmsof 
high  life,  with  all  the  warmth  and  in- 
constancy of  charact:er,  that  betrayed 
neglected,  rather  Xhzsi  depraved^  princi- 
ples ;  soKtttde  has  brought  him  to  re- 
flexion ;  and  refl^on  is  improved  by 
the  £riendly  admonition  of  Mr.  Dalton* 

Thus,  inone  little  moment,  the  splen- 
did visions  of  the  Barouche-Driver 
and.  ms  Wife  vanished  from  .  their 
grasp-*-but  such,  is  all  sublunary  gran* 
deur* 
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*'  The  cloiid-cappf*d  towers,  the  gorgeous  pa« 

*^  laces, 
^^  The  solemn  temples,  the  great  globe  itself— 
"  Yea,  all  that  it  inherit— shall  dissolre, 
^'  And  like  die  baseless  fabric  of  a  rision, 
^^  Leare  not  a  wreck  behind ! 


THE  END. 


y  Google 


y 


POSTSCRIPT. 

The  Author  has   the  honour  to  an- 
nounce, that  he  is  busily  engaged  in  the 
^collection  of  curious  anecdqte,    for  a 
Work  to  be  printed  in  November  next^ 
under  the  tide  of - 

"ASMODEUS  iNLONbON/' 
and  solicits  the  public  patronage. 

A  SECOND  BPITIpN  of  his  "  INFIDEL 
MOTHER,'*  is  now  ready  for  delivery 
to  those  ladies  who  have  been  hitherto 
disappointed,  when  Sending  for  it :  and 

A    SECOND  EDITION    of  his   ^*  MASK  OR 

FASHION*'  is  at  press,  and  will  be  pub- 
lished  early  in  the  ensuing  month* 

Brighton  Clifls,  22d  July,  1807. 

€  .  ■   ■  . 

,    PMNTIO  BT  D.  N.  fSURT,  BKKWICK-STREIT,   80HO. 
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'      PREi'ACE. 

X  HE  prevajlmg  tafte  of  the  public 

for  anecdote  has  been  censured  and 

^  ridiculed  by  critics^  who  aspire  to  the 

::  character  of  super ifli^  wifdom  :    but 

*\ 

if  we  Consider  it  in  a  proper  point  of 
view,   this  taste  is  an  incontestiblc 
>  proof  of  th6  good  sense  and  profoundly 

""^  philosophic  temper  of  the  present 

times.  Of  the;  numbers  who  study*^ 
or  at  least  who  read  history,  how 
few  derive  any  advantage  from  their 
labors !  The  hieroes  of  history  are 
so  decked  out«  by  the  fine  iv^y  of  the 
ja  pro- 
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professed  historian ;  they  talk  in  such 
measured  prose,  and  act  from  such 
sublime  or  such  (H^bolical  motives, 
that  few  have  sufficient  taste^  wicked- 
ness or  heroism,  to  sympathize  in 
their, fatie*.  Be^ides^  there  is  much 
-unceartainty.cvetii*  the  bcrtauthentir 
Cited  antijent  or  modern  histories ;  and 
thit  love  of  tru  A>  whieh  lasome  minds- 
13  innate  a^  immutable^  necessarily 
leads  to  a  loveof  secret  .memoirs  and 
private  anecdotes*.  We  cannpt  judge 
either  of  the  ieeUngs.  or  of  the  cha- 
Siactcrs  of  men  with  perfcsct  acquipacy 
fcofo. their  actions  Qt.theif  agj^arr 
jmce  in  puWica  it  is  &Q»vtbw,careh 
less  conversalionv  their  half  finished 
untecfest  that  «c  oiay  hope  With 

the 
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thc^  greatest  probsibility  o£  s*ic«ss  -to 
discover  their  real  characters.  The 
life  ofi  a'  great  or  of  a  little,  ftan 
writWn  by  hiflfwelfj.thre  familiar  iet» 
ters,  jtbe' diary  of  any  in^vidual  pub- 
lifihed.by  his  friends,  or  by  his  ene^ 
mifis  aftlen  bia  deqeas^* .  are  es^e^pf^ed 
iiaaj3iocttei*i  Ute*afy  cvwfio^itjitff.  ]Wf 
are  stirely  juatiged  ii^r  this  eager 
desicci  •)((>:;  OoUeet  th^  most  nimute 
facts  r^tiv©  to  tho, domestic  lives, 
iw>t  oniy  ©1  thfc  gr^taad  gopd,:  bv^ 
even  r  of  i  !^:  wofthies?,  ^ad  inaigni^T 
calitft. ikkCfl  it.i8;0fUy  by  a  comparison 
of  ith^ii:  dtittiat.  h^ipinffte  ofnio^serjr 
in  thfi.pmwyhti:  denaest jci  Jife,  ,thajt 
wd]C^ff<WTO  acjutt  .<jstii»ftte:.'«f -ifhe 
w4^'f#w»<|dl)o£fvirtucv  torithe'f^ 
0 ::  a »  punishment 
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punishment  of  vice.  That  the'  great 
are  not  as  happy  »  Aey  seem,  that 
the  external  circumstances  of  fortune 
and  rank  do  not  constitute  felicity, 
is  asserted  by  every  moralist;  the 
historian  can  seldom,  consistently 
wifk  his  dignity,  pause  to  illustrate 
this  truth,  it  ia  therefore  ta  the  bio« 
gra^erwe  nrast  have  recourse.  After 
ive  have  beheld  splendid  characters 
playing  their  parts  on  the  great  theatre 
of  the  world,  with  all  the  advantages 
of  stag^  effect  and  decmation,  we 
anxiously  beg  to  be  adimtted  behind 
the*scenes,  that  we  may  take  anearer 
view  of  the  actors^  and  actresses* 

Some  may  perfaaps^  imagine,  that 
the  value  of  biography  depends  u^ 

the 
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judgment  and  taste  of  the  biographer; 
but  on  the  contrary  it  may  be  main-^ 
tainisd,  that  the  merits  of  a  ;biogra«^ 
phcr  are  inveirseiy  as  the  extent  iO(t 
his  intellectual  powers  and  of  his  li« 
terary  talents*  A  plain  unvarni$|ied 
tale  is  preferabfe  to  the  most  highly 
ornamented  narrative.  Whefe  we 
Sipe  that  9  wan  has  the  power,  we 
may  naturally  -suspect  that  he  has  jthe 
will  to  .deceive  us^  and  those  wha 
^re  used  to  literary  manufactvune  know 
how  much  is  often  sacrificed  to  the 
rounding  of  a  period  or  tlie  pointing 
an  antithesis^  ;      • 

That  tl^  ignorant  may  have  tjjeir 
prejudices  as  well  as  the  learned  can- 
iio^  be  disputed,  but  we  sec  and  d^^ 
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sipisc  Vulgai^  errors  j  we  never  bow  to 
the  authority  of  him  who  has  no  great 
nkioc  '  to  sanction  his  absurditi^e^ 
IPhe  partiality  which  blinds  *  biogra- 
pher to  the  defects  of  his  hero,  in 
proportion  as  it  is  gross  ceases  to  be 
dangerous  ;  but  if  it  bte  concebfed  by 
the  appearance  of  candor,*  which 
men  of  great  abilities  best  know  how 
to  assume,  if  endangers  our  jvtdgment 
^ometifnes,  and  sometinies  'our  tnov 
rals.'  If  her  Grace  the  Duchess  of 
Nev^aitle,  inftead  of  petining  her 
lord's  elaborate  eulogium,  had  under •» 
taken  to  write  the  life  of  Savage,  we 
should  not  hiave  been  in  any  danger 
of  mistaking  an  idle,  ungrateful  H* 
bertine,  for  a  man  of  gei^s  and  vir» 

tupf 


y  Google 


.pkefax:e.  vn 

-tue.  The  talents  of  a  ;biogrfipher  are 
often  fatai.to  his  rcatJen  -  F^r  these 
reafons  the  public  often  judiciously 
countenanced  thofe^  who  withDU^»^ 
gacity  to  diiscrknuiate  character,  \V:itb- 
out  elegance  of  style  to  relieve  the 
tediousness  of  aarrative^  without  en- 
fatrgemeiri:  of  mind  td^draw  any  con^ 
ciusioHS  frmn  the  Ta6b  they  relate, 
simply  pour  forth  attecdotes  and  re- 
tail conversation^,  :with  all  the.  ihi- 
:  nmfe  prolixitj  of  a'gdssqpin  a  coyntry 
town^     •-     '■-'     y S   .  .    :::::;:' 

The  author  of  the  following  me- 
moirs has '  hipon  the^e  grrfunHs  fair 
claimisi  to  the  public  fdvor  andcjaiten- 
tioni  he  was  aa^  illiterate  iMiteward, 
whose  partiality  Ito  tjbif^mfify  iti  which 
a  4  he 
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he  was  tred  and  bom  must  be  ob- 
vious to  the  reader.  He  tells  the 
history  of  the  Rackrent  family  in. his 
vernacular  idiom,  and  in  the  full 
•confidence  that  Sir  Patrick,  Sir  Muf- 
tagh,  Sir  Kitt,  and  Sir  Condy  Rack- 
rentes  afiairs^  will  be  as  interesting 
to  all  the  world  as  they  were  to  him- 
self. Those  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  manners  of  a  certain  class 
of  the  gentry  of  Ireland  some  years 
ago,  will  want  no  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  honest  Thaidy's  narrative : 
to  those  who  are  totally  unacquainted 
with  Ireland,  the  following  Memoirs 
will  perhaps  be  scarcely  inttel%ible, 
or  probably  they  may  appear  per- 
fectly incredible.  For  the  informa- 
tion 
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tioii  of  the  fgnorm2t  E^iglish  r^ftder,^ 
few  notes  have  been  subjoined. b;y  tla^ 
jcditor^  aad  he  Jja^i  it  onc^;  iix  coat  em- 
•plation;  to  translate  the  Jangu^go^^f 
,Thady  jAto  pl?iui  Eftgli&h ;  but  Tha- 
dy's  idiom  is  incapable  of  translation, 
anjd  besides,  the  authenticity  of  hip 
story  would  foave  been  more  exposed 
to  doubt  ^f  it  wiere  not  told  in. his 
own  characteristic  manner.  Several 
years  agQ  he  related  to  thp  edij:or  the 
hiftory  of  the  Rackrent  familjf^  an^ 
it  was  with  some  difficulty  thai;  h^; 
W9.S  persuaded  to  haye  it  cqmrnitte^ 
to  writing;  however,  his  feelings  for 
5*  (Jbe  Ifcinpr  of  the  family^''  as  heresci* 
pressed  himself,,  prevailed  over^j^r 
habitual  laziness,  and  he  at  length 

com- 
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cbmpleted    the   narrative   which    is 
now  laid  before  the  public. 

The  Editor  hopes  his  readers  will 
observe,  that  these  are  "  tales  of 
other  times  ;**  that  the  manners  de* 
|>icted  in  the  following  pages  are 
not  those  of  the  present  age :  the 
race  of  the  Rackrents  has  long  since 
heen  extinct  in  Ireland,  and  the 
drunken  Sir  Patrick,  the  litigious  Sir 
Murtagh,  the  fighting  Sir  Kitt,  and 
the  slovenly  Sir  Condy,  are  charac* 
ters  which  could  no  more  be  met 
with  at  present  in  Ireland,  than 
iSquire  Western  or  ParsOn  TfuUiber 
in  England.  There  is  a  time  when 
individuals  can  bear  to  he  rallied  for 
their  past  follies  and  absurdities,  after 

they 
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thej  "have  acquired  new  habits  and  a 
new  consciousness.  Nations  as  well 
as  individuals  gradually  lose  attach- 
ment to  their  identity,  and  the  pre- 
sent generation  is  amused  rather  than 
ofFehded  by  the  ridicule  that  is  thrown 
upon  their  ancestors. 

Probably  we  shall  soon  have  it  in 
our  power,  in  a  hundred  instances, 
to  verify  the  truth  of  thefe  obferva- 
tions. 

When  Ireland  loses  her  identity 
by  an  union  with  Great  Britain,  she 
will  look  back  with  a  smile  of  good- 
humoured  complacency  on  the  Sir 
Kitts  and  Sir  Condys  of  her  former 
existence. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO  THE 

ENGLISH   READER. 


SOME  friends  who  hcve  seen 
Thady^s  history  since  it  has  been  printed 
ave  suggested  to  the  Editor,  tliat  many 
of  the  terms  and  idiomatic  phrases  with 
which  it  abounds  could  not  be  intelligible 
to  the  English  reader  without  farther  er* 
planation.  The  Editor  has  ther^ore  fur* 
nished  the  following  Glossary. 
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GLOSSARY^, 


•*'  hit  Memoirs  of  the  JR^clgr^t.  FafljiJJjr  hf 
dating  Mondayjnmilng^  because  aq  gre^t  un4er^ 
taking  can  be  auspiciously  opminemced  in  Irelai;id 
on  any  morning  hut  Moiuli^  ^pwirriingn^^Oh^ 
please  God  we  live  till  Monday  morning,  well 
set  the  slater  to'  mend-  the  roof  of  the  iiouse — 
On  Monday  morning  well  fM  ^ta  .and.jcat  the 
turf— On  Monday  morning  we'll  see  and  begin 
mowing— On  Monday  morning,  please  your 
honor,  we'll  begin  and  dig  the  potatoes,"  &c» 

All  the  intermediate  days  between  the  making 
;  of  such  speeches  and  the  ensuing  Monday  are 
Willed,  and  when  Monday  morning  cpmes  it.is 
t^n,to  one  that  the  business  is  deferred  to  the  next 
Monday  morning.  The  Editor  knew  a  gentle- 
loan  who,  to  counteract  this  prejudice,  made  his 

workmen 
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workmen  ancI^alKJfelrsr  iyegiit  alFiflFw"  pieces  o( 
work  upon  a  Saturday* 

V  Page  6.    Let  alone  the  three  kingdoms  itse^."^ 
Let  ahm^  id  this  sentence,  meaiis  put  out  of  the 
cmsideratUn^     This  phrase  let  alone^   which  is 
now  used  as  the  imperative  of  a  verb,  may  in 
time  become  a  cdhjCfhCtioi);  and  may  exercise 
the  ingenuity  of  some  future  etymologist*    The 
celebrated  Home  Tooke  has  proved  most  satis- 
*fectoriIy,  that  the  conjttndlion  hut  Comts  ftcffa 
^the  imperative  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  verb  {bedh^ 
'Miak)  to  be  okti  also  that  if  comes  from  gi/y  the 
imperative  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  veA  which  sig- 
nifies toghey  &c.  &c.  ' 

Page  10.    WhiUaUtb UlWoo,  CJoI,  or  la- 
mentation over  the  dciadr- 

*'  Magno^iie  ululante  tumultu.'*    Virgil* 

^     '    -  **  UluUtibus  omne 
«*  Implevcrc  nemus."  OviD» 

A  full  account  of  the  Irish  Gol  or  Ullaloo,  and 
of  the  Caoinan  or  Irish  funeral  song,  with  its 
first  semichorus,  second  semichorus,  fullchorus 
of  sighs  and  groans,  together  with  the  Irish 
words  and  music,  may  be  found  in  the  fourth 

volume 
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Volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Academy.  For  the  advantage  of  la%y  readers, 
who  would  rather  read  a  page  than  walk  a 
yard^  and  from  compassion,  not  to  say  sym- 
pathy with  their  infirmity,  the  Editor  transcribes 
the  following  passages. 

"  The  Irish  have  been  always  remarkable  for 
<^  their  funeral  lamentations,  and  this  peculiarity 
**  has  been  noticed  by  almost  every  traveller  who 
**  visited  them*  And  it  seems  derived  from  their 
<^  Celtic  ancestors,  the  primaeval  inhabitants  of 
« this  isle."     ♦     ♦     ♦     ♦ 

<*  It  has  been  affirmed  of  the  Irish,  that  to  cry 
"  was  more  natural  to  them  than  to  any  other 
*^  nation,  and  at  length  the  Irish  cry  became 
"proverbial."     *     *     ♦     ♦ 

**  Cambrensis  in  the  twelfth  century  says,  the 
*^  Irish  then  musically  expressed  their  griefs ; 
**  that  is,  they  applied  the  musical  art,  in  which 
**  they  excelled  all  others,  to  the  orderly  cele- 
**  bration  of  funeral  obsequies,  by  dividing  the 
**  mourners  into  two  bodies,  each  alternately 
**  singing  their  part,  and  the  whole  at  times 
**  joining  in  full  chorus.  **♦♦♦♦ 
**  The  body  of  the  deceased,  dressed  in  grave 
'^  clothes  and  ornamented  with  flowers,  was 
**  placed  on  a  bier  or  some  elevated  spot.  The 
b  relation«^ 
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•*  relations  and  Keeners  (singing  mourners)  rang- 
*'  ed  themselves  in  twa  divisions^  one  at  the 
"  head  and  the  other  at  the  feet  of  the  corpse. 
•*  The  bards  and  croteries  bad  before  prepared 
**  the  funeral  Caoinan.  The  chief  bard  of  the 
•*  head  chorus  began  by  singing  the  first  stanza 
**  in  a  low>  doleful  tone,  which  was  softly  ac- 
"  companied  by  the  harp :  at  the  conclusion  the 
•*  foot  semichorus  began  the  lamentation,  or  Ul- 
"  laloo,  from  the  final  note  of  the  preceding 
**  stanza,  in  which  they  were  answered  by  the 
•*  head  semichorus  ;  then  both  united  in  one  ge- 
**  neral  chorus.  The  chorus  of  the  first  stanza 
**  being  ended,  the  chief  bard  of  the  foot  semi* 
•*  chorus  began  the  second  Gol  or  lamentation, 
^  in  which  they  were  answered  by  that  of  the 
•*  foot,  and  then  as  before  both  united  in  the 
•*  general  full  chorus.  Thus  alternately  were 
**  the  song  and  chorusses  performed  during  the 
**  night.  The  genealogy,  rank,  possessions, 
**  the  virtues  and  vices  of  the  dead  were  rehears-^ 
"  cdy  and  a  number  of  interrogations  were  ad- 
'  "  dressed  to  the  deceased :  as,  Why  did  he  die  ? 
**  If  married,  whether  his  wife  was  faithful  to 
"  him,  his  sons  dutiful,  or  good  hunters  or  war- 
^  riors  ?  If  a  woman,  whether  her  daughters 
"  were  fair  or  chaste  I    If  a  young  man,  whe- 
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*<  ther  he  had  been  crossed  in  love  ?  or  if  the 
•*  blue-eyed  maids  of  Erin  treated  him  with 
«  scorn  ?" 

We  are  told  that  formerly  the  feet  (the  me* 
trical  feet)  of  the  Caoinan  were  much  attended 
to,  but  on  the  decline  of  the  Irish  bards  these 
feet  were  gradually  neglected,  the  Caoinan  fell 
into  a  sort  of  slip-shod  metre  amongst  women* 
Each  province  had  different  Caoinans,  or  at  least 
different  imitations  of  the  original.  There  was 
the  Munster  cry,  the  Ulster  cry,  &c.  It  became 
an  extempore  performance,  and  every  set  of 
Keeners  varied  the-  melody  according  to  their 
own  fancy. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  how  customs  and  cere- 
monies degenerate.  The  present  Irish  cry  or 
howl  cannot  boast  of  much  melody,  nor  is  the 
funeral  procession  conducted  with  much  dignity* 
The  crowd  of  people  who  assemble  at  these  fu- 
nerals sometimes  amounts  to  a  thousand,  often 
to  four  or  five  hundred.  They  gather  as  the 
bearers  of  the  hearse  proceed  on  their  way,  and 
when  they  pass  through  any  village,  or  when 
they  come  near  any  houses,  they  begin  to  cry— • 
Oh!  Oh!  Oh!  Oh!  Oh!  Agh!  Agh!  raising 
their  notes  from  the  first  Oh  !  to  the  last  Agh  ! 
in  a  kind  of  mournful  howl.  This  gives  notice 
b  2  to 
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to  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  that  a  funeral  it 
fassjngy  and  immediately  they  flock  out  to  follow 
it.  In  the  province  of  Munster  it  is  a  commoM 
thing  for  the  women  to  follow  a  funeral,  to  join 
in  the  universal  cry  with  all  their  might  and 
main  for  some  time,  and  then  to  turn  and  ask— 
"  Arrah  !  who  is  it  that's  dead  ? — who  is  it 
*.*  we're  crying  for  ?" — Even  the  poorest  people 
have  their  own  burying-places,  that  is,  spots  of 
ground  in  the  church-yards,  where  they  say  that 
their  ancestors  have  been  buried  ever  since  the 
wars  of  Ireland :  and  if  these  burial-places  are 
ten  miles  from  the  place  where  a  man  dies,  his 
friends  and  neighbours  take  care  to  carry  his 
corpse  thither.  Always  one  priest,,  often  five  or 
six  priests  attend  these  funerals  ;  each  priest  r^ 
peats  a  mass,,  for  which  he  is  paid  sometimes  a 
shilling,  sometimes  half  a  crown^  sometimes 
half  a  guinea,  or  a  guinea^  according  to  the  cir- 
cumstances, or  as  they  say,  according  to  the 
ability  of  the  deceased.  After  the  burial  of  any 
very  poor  man  who  has  left  a  widow  or  children, 
the  priest  makes  what  is  caljed  a  coUectlan  for  tiie 
widow ;  he  goes  round  to  every  person  present, 
and  each  contributes  sixpence  or  a  shilling,  or 
what  they  please.     The  reader  will  find  in  the 
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note  upon  the  word  Wake  more  particulars  re- 
specting the  conclusion  of  the  Irish  funerals. 

Certain  old  women,  who  cry  particularly  loud 
and  well,  are  in  great  request,  and,  as  a  man 
said  to  the  Editor,  "  Every  one  would  wish  and 
"  be  proud  to  have  such  at  his  funeral,  or  at 
"  that  of  his  friends."  The  lower  Irish  are  won- 
derfully eager  to  attend  the  funerals  of  their 
friends  and  relations,  and  they  make  their  rela- 
tionships branch  out  to  a  great  extent.  The 
proof  that  a  poor  man  lias  been  well  beloved 
during  his  life,  is  his  having  a  crowded  funeral. 
To  attend  a  neighbour's  funeral  is«a  cheap  proof 
of  humanity,  but  it  does  not,  as  some  imagine, 
cost  nothing.  The  time  spent  in  attending  fu- 
nerals may  be  safely  valued  at  half  a  million 
to.  the  Irish  nation  :  the  Editor  thinks  that  dou- 
ble that  sum  would  not  be  too  high  an  estimate. 
The  habits  of  profligacy  and  drunkenness  which 
are  acquired  at  wakes  are  here  put  out  of  the 
question.  When  a  labourer,  a  carpenter,  or  a 
smith  is  not  at  his  work,  which  frequently  hap- 
pens, ask  where  he  is  gone,  and  ten  to  one  the 
answer  is—"  Oh  faith,  please  your  honor,  he 
"  couldn't  do  a  stroke  to-day,  for  he's  gont  to 
^  the  funeral." 

b  3  Even 
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Even  beggars,  when  they  grow  old,  go  about 
begging  fir  th^ir  own  funerals  i  that  is,  begging 
for  money  to  buy  a  coffin,  candles,  pipes  and 
tobacco.-^For  the  use  of  the  candles,  pipes  and 
tobacco,  see  fFaie. 

Those  who  value  customs  in  proportion  to 
their  antiquity,  and  nations  in  proportion  to 
dieir  adherence  to  antient  customs,  will  doubt* 
]ess  admire  the  Irish  UUalooj  and  the  Irish  na-* 
tion,  for  persevering  in  this  usage  from  time 
immemorial.  The  Editor,  however,  has  ob* 
served  some  alarming  symptoms,  which  seem  to 
prognosticate  the  declining  taste  for  the  Ullaloo 
in  Ireland.  In  a  comic  theatrical  entertainment 
represented  not  long  since  on  the  Dublin  stage, 
9  chorus  of  old  women  was  introduced,  who  set 
up  the  Irish  howl  round  the  relics  of  a  physician, 
who  is  supposed  to  have  fallen  under  the  wooden 
sword  of  Harlequin.  After  the  old  women  have 
continued  their  UUaioo  for  a  decent  time,  with 
all  the  necessary  accompaniments  of  wringing 
their  hands,  wiping  or  rubbing  th^ir  eyes  with 
the  corners  of  their  gowns  or  aprons,  &c.  one 
of  the  mourners  suddenl}r  suspends  her  lamenta* 
ble  cries,  and  turning  to  her  neighbour,  asks-— 
**  Arrah  now,  honey,  who  is  it  we*re  crying 
1^  for?" 
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Page  12.  Thi  tenants  were  sent  away  whbtmi 
their  whiskey. ^^\t  is  usual  with  some  landlords  to 
give  their  inferior  tenants  a  glass  of  whiskey 
when  they  pay  their  rents.  Thady  calls  it  their 
whiskey;  not  that  the  whiskey  is  actually  the 
property  of  the  tenants,  but  that  it  becomes  their 
rights  after  it  has  b^en  often  given  to  them«  In 
this  general  nKxIe  of  reasoning  respecting  rights^ 
the  lower  Irish  are  not  singular,  but  they  are 
peculiarly  quick  and  tenacious  In  chiming  these 
rights.—"  Last  year  your  honor  gave  me  some 
^*  straw  for  the  roof  of  my  house,  and  I  expect 
**  your  honor  will  be  after  doing  the  iame  this 
**>  year." — In  this  manner  gifts  are  frequently 
turned  into  tributes*  The  high  and  low  are  not 
always  dissimilar  in  their  habits.  It  is  faid  that 
the  Sublime  Ottoman  Porte  is  very  apt  to  claim 
gifts  as  tributes :  thus  it  is  dangerous  to  send  the 
Grand  Seignor  a  fine  horse  on  bis  birtfa*day  one 
year,  lest  on  his  next  birthi^ay  he  should  expect 
a  similar  present,  and  should  proceed  to  demon- 
strate the  reasonableness  of  his  expedations* 

Page  1 2.    He  demeaned  himself  greatfy-^Meamy 
he  lowered,  or  disgraced  himself  much. 

Page  15.     Duty  fowls -^and  duty  turkieS'^and 
b  4  duty 
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ihty  geese. ^^In  many  leases  in  Ireland,  tenants 
were  formerly  bound  to  supply  an  inordinate 
quantity  of  poultry  to  their  landlords.  The 
Editor  knew  of  thirty  turkies  being  reserved  in 
one  lease  of  a  small  farm. 

Page  16.  English  tenants.^-' An  English  tc- 
^lant  does  not  mean  a  tenant  who  is  an  Engltsb- 
man,  but  a  tenant  who  pays  his  rent  the  day  that 
it  is  due.  It  is  9,  common  prejudice  in  Ireland, 
amongst  the  poorer  classes  of  people,  to  believe 
that  all  tenants  in  England  pay  their  rents  on  the 
very  day  when  they  become  due.  An  Irishman, 
when  he  goes  to  take  a  farm,  if  he  wants  to 
prove  to  his  landlord  that  he  is  a  substantial  man, 
offers  to  become  an  English  tenant.  If  a  tenant 
disobliges  his  landlord  by  voting  against  him,  or 
against  his  opinion,  at  an  election,  the  tenant  is 
immediately  informed  by  the  agent  that  he  must 
become  an  English  tenant.  This  threat  does  not 
tmply  that  he  is  to  change  his  language  or  his 
country,  but  that  he  must  pay  all  the  arrear  of 
rent  which  he  owes,  and  that  he  must  thence- 
forward pay  his  rent  on  the  day  when  it  becomes 
due. 

Page  J  6.    Canting-^VoQS  not  mean  talking  or 
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writing  hypocritical  nonsense,  but  selling  sub- 
stantially by  auction. 

Page  1 6.  Duty  work, — It  was  formerly  com- 
mon in  Ireland  to  insert  clauses  in  leases,  bind- 
ing tenants  to  furnish  their  landlords  with  la- 
borers and  horses  for  several  days  in  the  year. 
Much  petty  tyranny  and  oppression  have  refult- 
ed  from  this  feudal  cuftom.  .  Whenever  a  poor 
man  disobliged  his  landlord,  the  agent  sent  to 
him  for  his  duty  work,  and  Thady  does  not  ex- 
aggerate when  he  says,  that  the  tenants  were 
often  called  from  their  own  work  to  do  that  of 
their  landlord.  Thus  the  very  means  of  earn- 
ing their  rent  were  taken  from  them:  whilst 
they  were  getting  home  their  landlord's  harvest, 
their  own  was  often  ruined,  and  yet  their  rents 
were  expected  to  be  paid  as  punctually  as  if  their 
time  had  been  at  their  own  disposal.  This  ap- 
pears  the  height  of  absurd  injustice. 

In  Esthonia,  amongst  the  poor  Sclavonian  race 
of  peasant  slaves,  they  pay  tributes  to  their  lords, 
not  under  the  name  of  duty  work,  duty  geese, 
duty  turkies,  &c.  but  under  the  name  of  righteous^ 
nesses.  The  followmg  ballad  is  a  curious  fpeci- 
men  of  Esthonian  poetry : 

«'  This 
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**  This  is  the  cause  that  the  country  h  ruined* 
**  And  the  straw  of  the  thatch  is  eaten  away, 
*•  The  gentry  arc  come  to  live  in  the  ]and<— 
^*  Chimneys  between  the  village, 
**  And  the  proprietor  upon  the  white  fldor! 
«*  The  sheep  brings  forth  a  lamb  with  a  white  fore- 
head; 
^  This  is  pand  to  the  lord  for  a  rigbtewsnest  sheef. 
<*  The  sow  farrows  pigs, 
••  They  go  to  the  spit  of  the  lord, 
•♦  The  hen  lays  t^gt^    -.       -- 
•*  They  go  into  the  lord's  frying-pan. 
"  The  cow  drops  a  male  calf, 
**  That  goes  into  tiie  lord's  herd  as  a  ^uH. 
<*  The  mare  foaUa  horse  foal»      ^ 
**  That  must  be  for  my  lord*$  nag. 
**  The  boor's  wife  has  sons, 
**  They  must  go  to  look  after  my  lord's  poultry. 

F^e  19.  Out  of  forty  •nine  suits  which  he  had^ 
Is  never  lost  one^-^bui  seventeen,  ^^TloAy^s  lan- 
guage in  this  instance  is  a  specimen  of  a  mode  of 
rhetoric  common  in  Ireland.  An  astonishing 
.assertion  is  made  in  the  beginning  of  a  sentencc» 
ivbich  ceases  to  be  in  the  least  surprizing  when 
you  hear  the  qualifying  explanation  that  fojlaws« 
.Thus  a  man  who  is  in  the  last  stage  of  stagger- 
ing drunkenness  will>  if  he  can  articulate^  swear 
jto  you—"  Upon  his  conscience  now  (and  may 
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**  he  never  stir  from  the  spot  alive  if  he  is  tell- 
*'  ing  a  lie)  upon  his  conscience  he  has  not 
*'  tasted  a  drop  of  any  thing,  good  or  bad,  since 
*'  morning  at-alUat-all — but  half  a  pint  of  whis* 
*'  key,  please  your  hoiior.'^ 

Page  20.  Fairy  Mounts-^B^rrovrs.  It  Is 
said  that  these  high  mounts  were  of  great  service 
to  the  natives  of  Ireland,  when  Ireland  was  in*- 
vaded  by  the  Danes.  Watch  was  always  l:ept 
on  them,  and  upon  the  approach  of  an  enemy 
a  fire  was  lighted  to  give  notice  to  the  next 
watch,  and  thus  the  intelligence  was  quickly 
communicated  through  the  country.  Some  year^ 
ago^  the  common  peoiple  believed  that  these 
Barrows  were  inhabited  by  fairies,  or  as  they 
call  them,  by  the  good  people.  — "  Oh  troth, 
to  the  best  of  my  belief,  and  to  the  best  of 
VRj  judgment  and  opinion,  (said  an  elderly 
man  to  the  Editor)  it  was  only  the  old  people 
that  had  nothing  to  do,  and  got  together  and 
were  telling  stories  about  them  fairies,  but  to  the 
best  of  my  judgment  there's  nothing  in  it.— 
Only  this  I  heard  myself  not  very  many  years 
back^  from  a  decent  kind  of  a  man,  a  grazier, 
that  as  he  was  coming  ]\xstfair  and  easy  (quietly) 
from  the  fair,  with  some  cattle  and  sheep  that  1^ 

te^d  not  sold,  just  at  the  church  of  — ,  at 
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an  angle  of  the  road  like,  he  was  met  by  a  good 
looking  man,  who  asked  him  where  was  he 
going  ?  And  he  answered,  '  Oh,  far  enough,  I 
must  be  going  all  nigfit.' — ^  No,  that  you 
mustn't  nor  won't  (says  the  man),  you'll  sleep 
with  me  the  night,  and  you'll  want  for  nothing, 
nor  your  cattle  nor  sheep  neither,  nor  your  beast 
(horse) ;  so  come  along  with  me.* — With  that 
the  grazier  ///  (alighted)  from  his  horse,  and  it 
was  dark  night ;  but  presently  he  finds  himself, 
be  does  not  know  in  the  wide  world  how,  in  a 
fine  house,  and  plenty  of  every  thing  to  eat  and 
drink"— nothing  at  all  wanting  that  he  couW  wish 
§ox  or  think  of-^And  he  does  not  mind  (recollect^ 
or  knaw)  how  at  last  he  fells  asleep ;  and  in  the 
morning  he  finds  himself  lying,  not  in  ever  a 
bed  or  a  house  at  all,  but  just  in  the  angle  of  the 
road  where  first  he  met  the  strange  man  :  there 
he  finds  himself  lying  on  his  back  on  the  grassj 
and  all  bis  sheep  feeding  as  quiet  as  ever  all 
round  about  him,  and  his  horse  the  same  way, 
and  the  bridle  of  the  beast  over  his  wrist.  And 
I  asked  him  what  he  thought  of  it,  and  from  first 
to  last  he  could  think  of  nothing  but  for  certain 
€ure  it  must  have  been  the  fairies  that  entertained 
him  so  well.  ¥ox  there  was  no  house  to  sec 
any  where  nigh  hand,  or  any  building,  or  barn, 
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or  place  at  all,  but  only  the  church  and  the  mote^ 
(barrow).  There's  another  odd  thing  enough 
that  they  tell  about  this  same  church,  that  if  any 
person's  corpse,  that  had  not  a  right  to  be  buried 
in  that  church-yard,  went  to  be  burying  there 
in  it,  no  not  all  the  meh,  women,  or  childer  in 
all  Ireland  could  get  the  corpse  any  way  into  the 
church-yard ;  but  as  they  would  be  trying  to  go 
into  the  church-yard,  their  feet  would  seem  to 
be  going  backwards  instead  of  forwards;  aye, 
continually  backwards  the  whole  funeral  would 
seem  to  go ;  and  they  would  never  set  foot  with 
the  corpse  in  the  church-yard.  Now  they  say, 
that  it  is  the  fairies  do  all  this ;  but  it  is  my  opi- 
nion it  is  all  idle  talk,  and  people  are  after  being 
wiser  now." 

The  country  people  in  Ireland  certainly  had 
great  admiration  mixed  with  reverence,  if  not 
dread  of  fairies.  They  believed,  that  beneath 
these  fairy  mounts  were  spacious  subterraneous 
palaces  inhabited  by  the  good  people^  who  must  not 
on  any  account  be  disturbed.  When  the  wind 
raises  a  little  eddy  of  dust  upon  the  road,  the 
poor  people  believe  that  it  is  raised  by  the  fairies, 
that  it  is  a  sign  that  they  are  journeying  from 
one  of  the  fairy  mounts  to  another,  and  they  say 
to  the  fairies,  or  to  the  dust  as  it  passes — "  God 
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speed  ycj   gentlemen,   God  speed  ye.*'      This 
averts  any  evil  tbat  the  good  people  might  be  in- 
clined to  do  them.     There  are  innumerable  sto- 
ries told  of  the  friendly  and  unfriendly  feats  of 
these  busy  fairies  j  some  of  these  tales  are  ludi-- 
crous,  and  some  romantic  enough  for  poetry. 
It  is  a  pity  that  poets  should  lose  such  conveni- 
ent, though  diminutive  machinery.— By  the  by, 
Pamell,  who  shewed  himself  so  deeply  "  skilled 
of  faerie  lore/*  was  an  Irishman ;  and  though  he 
has  presented  his  faeries  to  the  world  in  the  an- 
cient English  dress  of  **  Britain's  Isle,  and  Ar- 
thur's  days,"   it  is  probable  that  his   first  ac- 
quaintance with  them  began  in  his  native  coun- 

Some  remote  origin  for  the  most  superstitious 
or  romantic  popular  illusions  or  vulgar  errors 
may  often  be  discovered.  In  Ireland,  the  old 
churches  and  church-yards  have  been  usually 
fixed  upon  as  the  scenes  of  wonders.  Now  the 
antiquarians  tell  us,  that  near  the  ancient 
churches  in  that  kingdom  caves  of  various  con- 
structions have  from  time  to  time  been  disco- 
vered, which  were  formerly  used  as  granaries  or 
tnagazines  by  the  ancient  inhabitants,  and  as 
places  to  which  they  retreated  in  time  of  danger. 
There  is  (p.  84  of  the  R,  I.  A.  Transactions  for 
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J789)  a|«irticularaccoimtof  a  number  of  these  ar- 
tificial caves  at  the  West  end  of  the  church  of  Kil-j 
lossy,  in  the  county  of  Kildare.  Under  a  rifing 
ground,  in  a  dry  fandy  foil  these  ^bterraneous 
dwellings  were  found  :  they  have  pediment  roo!^, 
and  they  communicate  with  each  other  by  small 
apertures.  In  the  Brehon  laws  these  are  mention- 
ed, and  there  are  fines  inflicted  by  those  laws  upon 
persons  who  steal  from  the  subterraneous  grana- 
lies.  All  these  things  shew,  that  there  was  a  real . 
foundation  for  the  stories  which  were  told  of  the 
appearance  of  lights  and  of  the  sounds  of  voices 
near  these  places.  The  persons  who  had  pro- 
perty concealed  there  very  willingly  counte- 
nanced every  wonderful  relation,  that  tended  to 
make  these  places  objects  of  sacred  awe  or  super- 
stitious terror. 

Page  22.  ff^eed^ashes.'^'By  antient  usage  in 
Ireland,  all  the  weeds  on  a  form  belonged  to  the 
fermer*s  wife,  or  to  the  wife  of  the  fquire  wha 
holds  the  ground  in  his  own  hands.  The  great 
demand  for  alkaline  salts  in  bleaching  rendered 
these  ashes  no  inconsiderable  perquisite. 

Page  22.  Sealing-money, '^FormcTly  it  wzs  the 
custom  in  Ireland  for  tenants  to  give  the  fquire's 
lady  from  two  to  fifty  guineas  as  a  perquisite 
ijpon  the  sealing  of  their  leases.    The  Editor 
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not  very  long  since  knew  of  a  baronet^s  lady 
accepting  fifty  guineas  as  sealing  money,  upon 
closing  a  bargain  for  a  considerable  farm. 

Page  23.  Sir  Murtagb  grew  mad,^^S\i  Mur- 
tagh  grew  angry, 

Ihe  whoU  kitchen  was  out  on  /A^y?tf/Vi,— Means 
tbat  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  kitchen  came  out 
of  the  kitchen  and  ftood  upon  the  flairs.  These, 
and  similar  expressions,  shew  how  much  the 
Irish  are  disposed  to  metaphor  and  amplification. 

30.  Fining  down  the  yearly  r/»/.— When  an 
Irish  gentleman,  like  Sir  Kitt  Rackrent,  has 
lived  beyond  his  income,  and  finds  himself 
distressed  for  ready  money,  tenants  obligingly 
offer  to  take  his  land  at  a  rent  far  below  the  va- 
lue, and  to  pay  him  a  small  sum  of  money  in 
hand,  which  they  call  fining  down  the  yearly 
rent.  The  temptation  of  this  ready  cash  often 
blinds  the  landlord  to  his  future  interest. 

Page  31.  Z)r/Wr.— A  man  who  is  employed 
to  drive  tenants  for  rent;  that  is,  to  drive  the 
cattle  belonging  to  tenants  to  pound.  The  office 
of  driver  is  by  no  means  a  sinecure, 
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Page  3t.  I  thought  to  mdh  him  a  priest, ^^It 
was  customary  amongst  those  of  Thady's  rank, 
in  Ireland,  whenever  they  could  get  a  little  mo- 
neyj  to  send  their  sons  abroad  to  St*  Omei^s,  or 
to  Spain,  to  be  educated  as  priests.  Now  they 
are  educated  -at  Minnouth,  The  Editor  has 
lately  known  a  young  lad,  who  began  by  being 
a  post-boy,  afterwards  turn  into  a  carpenter; 
then  quit  his  plane  and  w'ork-bench  to  ftudy  his 
Humanities^  as  he  said,  at  the  college  of  Min- 
nouth :  but  after  he  had  gone  through  hisf  course 
of  Humanities,  he  determined  to  be  a  soldier 
instead  of  a  prieft. 

Page  37.     Flam.^^hDXt  for  flambeau. 

Fage  40.  Barrack  room. — Formerly  it  was 
custoniary,  in  gentlemen's  houses  in  Ireland,  to 
fit  up  one  large  bedchamber  with  a  number  of 
beds  for  the  reception  of  occasional  visitors. 
These  rooms  were  called  Barrack  rooms. 

Page  41.  An  innocent — in  Ireland,  means  a 
simpleton,  an  ideot. 

Pagie  58.  The  Curragh-^is  the  Newmarket 
•if.  Ireland. 
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Page  58.     The  Gw/.— The  auction. 

Page  68.  And  so  should  cut  bim  off  for  ever^ 
by  levying  a  finej  and  suffering  a  recovery  to  dock 
the  ^/^/7.— The  English  reader  may  perhaps  b^ 
surprised  at  the  extent  of  Thady's  legal  know- 
Iedge>  and  at  the  fluency  with  which  he  pours 
forth  law  terms;  but  almost  every  poor  man  in 
Ireland,  be  he  farmer,  weaver,  ihopkeeper,  or 
steward,  is,  beside  his  other  occupations,  occa- 
sionally a  lawyer.  The  nature  of  procefles, 
ejectments,  custodiams,  injunctions,  replevins, 
&c.  &c.  are  perfectly  known  to  them,  and  the 
terms  as  familiar  to  them  as  to  any  attorney. 
They  all  love  law.  It  is  a  kind  of  lottery,  in 
which  every  man,  flaking  his  own  wit  or  cun- 
ning against  his  neighbour's  property,  feels  that 
he  has  little  to  lose  and  much  to  gain. 

"  I'll  have  the  law  of  you,  so  I  will !"— is 
the  saying  of  an  Englishman  who  expects  jus- 
tice. '*  ril  have  you  before  his  honor" — is  the 
threat  of  an  Irishman  who  hopes  for  partiality. 
Miserable  is  the  life  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Ireland  the  day  after  a  fair,  especially  if  he  re- 
sides near  a  sn^all  town.  The  multitude  of  the 
hiU  {kilt  does  not  mean  killed^  but  hurt)  and 
wounded  who  come  before  his  honor  with  black 
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eyes  ol*  bloody  heads  is  astonishing,  but  more 
astonishijig  is  the  number  of  those,  who,  though 
they  are  scarcely  able  by  daily  labour  to  procure  • 
daily  food,  will  neverthelefs,  without  the  least 
reluctance,  waste  six  or  seven  hours  of  the  day 
lounging  in  the  yard  or  hall  of  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  waiting  to  make  some  complaint  about — 
nothing.  It  is  impossible  to  convince  them  that 
time  is  money*  They  do  not  set  any  value  upon 
their  own  time,  and  they  think  that  others  esti- 
mate theirs  at  less  than  nothing*  Hence  they 
make  no  scruple  of  telling  a  justice  of  the  peace 
a  story  of  an  hour  long  about  a  tester  (sixpence)  : 
and  if  he  grow  impatient^  they  attribute  it  to 
some  secret  prejudice  which  he  entertains  against 
them. 

Their  method  is  to  get  a  stofy  completely  by 
heart,  and  to  tell  it,  as  they  call  it,  out  of  the 
face^  that  is,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end, 
without  interruption. 

'*  Well,  my  good  friend,  I  have  seen  you 
lounging  about  these  three  hours  in  the  yard ; 
what  is  your  business  ?" 

"  Please  your  honor,  it  is  what  I  want  to 
speak  one  word  to  your  honor." 

"  Speak  then,  but  be  quick— What  is  the 
matter  V* 
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^<  The  matter,  please  your  honor,  is  nothing 
at«all-at-all,  only  just  about  the  grazing  of  a 
hprse,  please  your  honor,  that  this  nian  here  sold 
me  at  the  fair  of  Gurtishannon  last  Shrove  fair, 
which  lay  down  three  times  with  myself,  please 
your  honor,  and  kilt  me  ;  not  to  be  telling  your 
honor  of  how,  no  later  back  than  yesterday 
night,  he  lay  down  in  the  house  there  within^ 
and  all  the  childer  standing  round,  and  it  was 
God's  mercy  he  did  not  fall  a'-top  of  them,  or 
into  the  fire  to  burn  himself.  So  please  your 
honor,  to-day  I  took  him  back  to  this  man, 
which  owned  him,  and  after  a  great  deal  to  do 
I  got  the  mare  again  I  swopped  (excl^nged)  him 
for ;  but  he  wont't  pay  the  grazing  of  the  horse 
for  the  time  I  had  him,  though  he  promised  to 
pay  the  grazing  in  case  the  horse  didn't  ansvi^^r ; 
and  he  never  did  a  day's  work,  good  or  bad, 
please  your  honor,  all  the  time  he  was  with  me, 
and  I  had  the  doctor  to  him  five  times,  any  bow. 
And  so,  please  your  honor,  it  is  what  I  expect 
your  honor  will  stand  my  friend,  for  Pd  sooner 
come  to  your  honor  for  justice  than  to  any  other 
in  all  Ireland.  And  so  I  brought  him  here 
before  your  honor,  and  expect  your  honor  will 
make  him  pay  rae  the  grazing,  or  tell  me,  can 
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I  process  him  for  it  at  the  next  assizes,  please 
your  honor  ?" 

The  defendant  now,  turning  a  quid  of  tobacco 
with  his  tongue  into  some  secret  cavern  in  his 
tnouth,  begins  his  defence  with — 

*'  Please  your  honor,  under  favor,  and  saving 
your  honor's  presence,  there's  not  a  word  of 
truth  in  all  this  man  has  been  saying  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  upon  my  confcience,  and  I 
wouldn't  for  the  value  of  the  horse  itself,  graz- 
ing and  all,  be  after  telling  your  honor  a  lie. 
For  please  your  honor,  I  have  a  dependarxce  upon 
your  honor  that  you'll  do  me  justice,  and  npt  be 
listening  to  him  or  the  like  of  him.  Please  your 
honor,  it's  what  he  has  brought  me  before  your 
honor,  because  he  had  a  spite  against  me  about 
some  oats  I  sold  your  honor,  which  he  was  jea- 
lous oi^  and  a  shawl  his  wife  got  at  my  shister's 
shop  there  without,  and  never  paid  for;  so  I 
offered  to  set  the  shawl  against  the  grazing,  and 
give  him  a  receipt  in  full  of  all  demands,  but  he 
wouldn't  out  of  spite,  please  your  honor ;  so  he 
brought  me  before  your  honor,  expecting  your 
honor  was  mad,  with  me  for  cutting  down  the 
tree  in  the  horse  park,  which  was  none  of  my 
doing,  please  your  honor  — ill  luck  to  them  that 
went  and  belied  me  to  your  honor  behind  my 
c  3  Viack ! 
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t)ack  !^So  if  your  honor  is  pleasing.  111  tell  yoq 
the  whole  truth  about  the  horse  that  he  swopped 
against  mjr  mare,  out  of  the  face.— Last  Shrove 
fair  I  met  this  man.  Jemmy  Du0y,  please  your 
honor,  just  at  the  corner  of  the  road  where  the 
bridge  is  broke  down  that  your  honor  is  to  have 
the  presentment  for  this  year — long  life  to  you 
for  it  !^ And  he  was  at  that  time  coming  from 
the  fair  of  Gurtishannon,  and  I  the  same  way. 
**  How  are  you,  Jemmy  ?"  says  I.-—"  Very 
well,  I  thank  ye  kindly,  Bryan,"  says  he; 
♦^  shall  we  turn  back  to  Paddy  Salmon's,  and 
take  a  naggin  of  whiskey  to  our  better  acquaint- 
ancer" — "  I  don't  care  if  I  did.  Jemmy,"  says 
I ;  *'  only  it  is  what  I  can't  take  the  whisk«y, 
because  Tm  under  an  oath  against  it  for  a  month." 
Ever  since,  piease  your  honor,  the  day  your  ho- 
nor met  me  on  the  road,  and  observed  to  me  I 
could  hardly  ftand  I  had  taken  so  much— though 
upon  my  conscience  your  honor  wronged  me 
greatly  that  same  time— ill  luck  to  them  that  be- 
lied me  behind  n^y  bacl?  to  your  honor !  — Well,  * 
please  your  honor,  as  I  was  telling  you,  as  he 
was  taking  the  whiskey,  and  we  talking  of  one 
thing  or  t'other,  he  makes  me  an  offer  to  swop 
his  mare  that  he  couldn't  sell  at  the  fair  of  Gur- 
tishannon,  because  nobody   y^ould  be  troubled 
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with  the  beast,  please  your  honor,  against  irif 
horse,  and  to  oblige  him  I  took  the  mare— for- 
row  take  her!  and  him  along  with  her!— She 
kicked  me  a  new  car,  that  was  worth  three 
pounds  ten,  to  tatters  the  first  time  ever  I  piit 
her  into  it,  and  I  expect  your  honor  will  make 
him  pay  me  the  price  of  the  car,  any  how,  before 
I  pay  the  grazing,  which  I've  no  right  to  pay  at- 
all-at-all,  only  to  oblige  him. -r- But  I  leave  it  all 
to  your  honor — and  the  whole  grazing  he  ought 
to  be  charging  for  the  beast  is  but  two  and  eight* 
pence  half-penny,  any  how,  please  your  honor. 
So  I'll  abide  by  what  your  honor  says,  good  or 
bad.     rU  leave  it  all  to  your  honor." 

I'll  leave  it  all  to  your  honor — literally  means, 
ri  1  leave  all  the  trouble  to  your  honor. 

The  Editor  knew  a  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Ireland,  who  had  such  a  dread  of  having  il  all 
left  to  his  honor ^  that  he  frequently  gave  the  com-- 
plainants  the  sum  about  which  they  were  dis- 
puting to  make  peace  between  them,  and  to  get 
rid  of  the  trouble  of  hearing  their  stories  out  cf 
^he  face.  But  he  was  soon  cured  of  this  method 
of  buying  off  disputes,  by  the  increasing  multi*- 
tude  of  those  who,  out  of  pure  regard  to  his  ho- 
f)0f,  came  "  to'  get  justice  from  him,   because 
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^  they  would  sooner  come  before  him  than  be- 
^<  fore  any  man  in  all  Ireland." 

Page  97.  J  raking  pot  of  Ua.'^We  should 
observe,  this  custom  has  long  since  been  banished 
from  the  higher  orders  of  Irish  gentry.  The 
mysteries  of  a  raking  pot  of  tea,  like  those  of  the 
Bona  Dea,  are  supposed  to  be  sacred  to  females, 
bat  now  and  then  it  has  happened  that  some  of 
the  male  species,  who  were  either  more  auda- 
cious or  more  highly  favored  than  the  rest  of 
their  fcx,  have  been  admitted  by  stealth  to  these 
orgies.  The  time  when  the  festive  ceremony 
begins  varies  according  to  circumstances,  but  it 
is  never  earlier  than  twelve  o'clock  at  night ; 
the  joys  of  a  raking  pot  of  tea  depending  on  its 
being  made  in  secret,  and  at  an  unseasonable 
hour.  After  a  ball,  when  the  more  discreet  part 
of  the  company  has  departed  to  rest,  a  few  chosen 
female  spirits,  who  have  footed  it  till  they  can 
fodt  it  no  longer,  and  till  the  sleepy  notes  expire 
tinder  the  slurring  hand  of  the  musician,  retire 
to  a  bed-chamber,  call  the  favorite  maid,  who 
alone  is  admitted,  bid  her  put  down  the  kettle^ 
lock  the  door,  and  amidst  as  much  giggling  and 
scrambling  as  possible,  they  get  round  a  tea- 
table,  on  which  all  manner  ofthings  are  huddled 

together. 


y  Google 


ClOSSARY.  Xli 

together.  Then  begin  mutual  railleries  and 
mutual  confidences  amongst  the  young  ladies, 
and  the  faint  fcream  and  the  loud  laugh  is  heard, 
and  the  romping  for  letters  and  pocket4x>oks  be- 
gins, and  gentlemen  are  called  by  their  surnames, 
or  by  the  general  name  of  fellows— pleasant  fel- 
lows! charming  fellows!  odious  fellows!  abo- 
minable fellows  1— and  then  all  prudifb  decorums 
are  forgotten,  and  then  we  might  be  convinced 
how  much  the  satyrical  poet  was  mistaken  when 
be  said, 

*•  There  is  no  woman  where  there's  no  rescnre.*' 

-  The  merit  of  the  original  idea  of  a  raking  pot 
of  tea  evidently  belongs  to  the  wafherwoman  and 
the  laundry-maid*  But  why  should  not  we  have 
Lsw  lift  above  stairs^  as  well  as  High  life  below 
stairs? 

Page  105.  Ckirton^  or  half  Carton.^Tbzdf 
meai»  cartron  or  half  cartron.  f^  According  to 
^^  the  old  record  in  the  black  book  of  DuUin, 
^^  a  catUfid  is  said  to  contain  30  viUatas  terras^ 
^^  which  are  also  called  quarters  of  land  (quarte- 
*^  rons,  carirons)  ;  every. one  of  which  quarters 
«<  must  contain  so  much  ground  as  will  pasture 
^^  400  cows  and  17  plough-lands.    A  knight's 
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^*  fee  was  composed  of  8  hydes,  which  dmount 
*'  to  1 60  acres,  and  that  is  generally  deemed 
'*  about  a  plough-land,^^ 

The  Editor  was  favored  by  a  learned  friend 
with  the  above  Extract,  from  a  MS.  of  Lord 
Totness*s  in  the  Lambeth  library. 

Page  150.  fFake.^^A  wake,  in  England, 
means  a  festival  held  upon  the  anniversary  of  the 
S^int  of  the  parish.  At  these  wakes  rustic  games, 
rustic  conviviality,  and  rustic  courtship,  are 
pursued  with  all  the  ardour  and  all  the  appetite, 
which  accompany  such  pleasures  as  occur  but 
seldom.— In  Ireland  a  wake  is  a  midnight  meet- 
ing, held  professedly  for  the  indulgence  of  holy 
sorrow,  but  usually  it  is  converted  into  orgies  of 
unholy  joy.  When  an  Irish  man  or  woman  of 
the  lower  order  dies,  the  straw  which  composed 
his  bed,  whether  it  has  been  contained  in  a  bag 
tt  form  a  mattress,  or  simply  spread  upon  the 
earthen  floor,  h  immediately  taken  out  of  the 
bouse,  and  burned  before  the  cabin  door,  the 
family  at  the  same  time  setting  up  the  death 
howl.  The  ears  and  eyes  of  the  neighbours 
being  thus  alarmed,  they  flock  to  the  house  of 
the  deceased,  and  by  their  vociferous  sympathy 
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excite  and  at  the  same  time  sooth  the  sorrows  of 
the  family. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  how  good  and  bad  are 
mingled  in  human  institutions.  In  countries 
which  were  thinly  inhabited,  this  custom  pre- 
vented private  attempts  against  the  lives  of  in- 
dividuals, and  formed  ,a  kind  of  Coroner's  in- 
quest upon  the  body  which  had  recently  expired, 
and  burning  the  straw  upon  which  the  sick  man 
lay  became  a  simple  preservative  against  infec- 
tion. At  night  the  dead  body  is  waked,  that  is 
to  say,  all  the  friends  and  neighbours  of  the  de- 
ceased collect  in  a  barn  or  stable,  where  the 
corpse  is  laid  upon  some  boards,  or  an  unhinged 
door  supported  upon  stools,  the  face  exposed,  the 
rest  of  the  body  covered  with  a  white  fheet. 
Round  the  body  are  stuck  in  brass  candlesticks, 
which  have  been  borrowed  perhaps  at  five  miles 
distance,  as  many  candles  as  the  poor  person  can 
beg  or  borrow,  observing  always  to  have  an  odd 
number.  Pipes  and  tobacco  are  first  distributed, 
and  then  according  to  the  ability  of  the  deceased, 
cakes  and  ale,  and  sometimes  whiskey,  are  deak 
to  the  company. 

«  Deal  on,  deal  on,  my  merry  men  all, 
**  Deal  on  your  cakes  and  your  wine, 

**  For  whatever  is  dealt  at  her  funeral  to-day 
**  Shall  be  dealt  to-morrow  at  mine.'* 
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After  a  fit  of  uhiversal  sorrow,  and  the  comfort 
of  a  universal  dram,  the  scandal  of  the  neigh**, 
bouthood^  as  in  higher  circles,  occupy  the  com^ 
pany.  The  young  lads  and  lasses  romp  with 
one  another,  and  when  the  fathers  and  mothers 
are  at  last  overcome  with  sleep  and  whiskey, 
(vino  V  samno)  the  youth  become  more  enter- 
prizing  and  are  frequently  successful.  It  is  said 
that  more  matches  are  made  at  wakes  than  at 
weddings. 

Page  158.  JK*.~This  word  frequently  oc. 
curs  in  the  following  pages,  where  it  means  not 
aUedj  but  much  hurt^  In  Ireland,  not  only 
cowards,  but  the  brave  *'  die  many  times^  before 
"  their  death.'*     Thire  killing  is  m  murder* 


AN 


y  Google 


AN  HIBERNIAN  TALE, 


Monday  Morning, 

Having  out  of  friendship  for  the 
family,  upon  whose  estate,  praised  be 
Heavep !  I  and  mine  have  lived  rent  free 
im^  out  gf  mind,  voluntarily  undertaken 
to  publish  the  Memoirs  of  the  Rackrent 
Family^  I  think  it  my  duty  to  say  a  few 
words,  in  the  first  place,  concerning  my- 
self.— My  real  name  is  Thady  Quirk, 
though  1^  the  family  I  have  always  beep 
known  by  no  other  than  '^  honest  Thady'' 
—afterwards,  in  the  time  of  Sir  Murtagh, 
deceased,  I  remember  to  hear  them  call- 
B  ing 
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ing  me  "  old  Thady  ;'  and  now  Fm  come 
to  "  poor  Thady" — for  I  wear  a  long 
great  coat  *  winter  and  summer,  which 

is 

*  The  cloaks  ox  mantle,  as  described  by  Thady, 
is  of  high  antiquity. — Spencer,  in  his  *'  View  of 
the.  State  of  Ireland,"  proves  that  it  is  not,  as  some 
have-  imagined,  peculiarly  derived  from  the  Scy- 
thians, but  that  *'  most  nations  of  the  world  an- 
"  tiently  used  the  mantle  5  for  the  Jews  used  it,  as 
"  you  may  read  of  Elias's  mantle,  &c. ;  the  Chal- 
*'  dees  also  used  it,  as  you  may  read  in  Diodorus ; 
*'  the  Eg}^tians  likewise  used  it,  as  you  may  read 
*'  in  Herodotus,  and  may  be  gathered  by  the  de- 
*'  scrip tion  of  Berenice,  in  the  Grreek  Commentary 
"  upon,.Callimachus ;  the  Greeks  also  used  it  an- 
".  ciently,  as  appeareth  by  Vcnus*s  mantle  lined 
*'  with  stars,  though  afterwards  they  changed  the 
'^  form  thereof  into  their  cloaks,  called  Pallia,  ai 
'*  some  of  the  Irish  also  use  :  and  the  ancient  La- 
"  tins  and  Romans  used  it,  as  you  may  read  in  Vir- 
^'  gil,  who  was  a  very  great  antiquary,  that  Evan- 

"  der 
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is  very  handy,  as  I  never  put  my  arms  into 
the  sleeves,   (they  are  as  good  as  new,) 

though 

"  der,  when  Eneas  came  to  him  at  his  feast,  did 
"  entertain  and  feast  him,  sitting  on  the  ground, 
'^  and  lying  on  mantles;  insomuch  as  he  useth  thtt 
*^  very  word  mantile  for  a  mantle, 

*'  ■  Humi  mantilia  sternunt.** 

^  so  that  it  seemeth  that  the  "mantle  was  a  general 
*'  habit  to  most  nations,  and  not  proper  to  the  Scy- 
"  thians  only." 

Spencer  knew  the  convenience  of  the  said  man- 
tle, as  housing,  bedding,  and  cloathing. 

"  Ircn.  Because  the  commodity  doth  not  coun* 
"  tervail  the  discommodity 5  for  the  inconveniences 
*'  which  thereby  do  arise,  are  much  more  manyi 
''  for  it  is  a  fit  house  for  an  outlaw,  a  meet  bed 
*'  for  a  rebel,  and  an  apt  cloak  for  a  thief. — First, 
'^  the  outlaw  being,  for  his  many  crimes  and  vil- 
*'  lanies,  banished  from  the  towns  and  houses  of 
"  honest  men,  and  wandering  in  waste  places,  far 
*'  from  danger  of  law,  maketh  his  mantle  his  house, 
B  a  "  and 
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though,  come  Holantide  next,  IVe  had 
it  these  seven  years ;  it  holds  on  by  a 
single  button  round  my  neck,  cloak  fa- 
shion— 'to  Ipok  at  me,  you  would  hardly 
think  "  poor  Thady"  was  the  father  of 
attorney  .<huik ;  he  is  a  high  gentleman, 
and  never  minds  vrfiat  poor  Thady  5ays, 

•   and 

7  and  under  it  covereth  himself  from  the  wrath  of 
*'  Heaven,  from  the  offence  of  the  earth,  and  froq^ 
''  the  sight  of  men.  When  it  raineth,  it  is  his  pent- 
*^  house  J  when  it  bloweth,  it  is  his  tent;  when  It 
•*  freezeth,  it  is  his  tabernacle.  In  summer  he  can 
**  wear  it  loose  5  in  winter  he  can  wrap  it  close; 
"  at  all  times  he  can  use  it  5  never  heavj,  never 
*'  cumbersome.  Likewise  for  a  rebel  it  is  as  ser- 
*'  viceabldj  for  in  this  war  that  he  maketh  (if  at 
**  least  it  descr\'e  the  name  of  war),  when  he  still 
'*  flieth  from  his  foe,  andlurketh  in  the  fhick  <woQdst 
"  (this  should  he  black  bogs,)  and  straight  passages 
"  waiting  for  advantages;  it  is  his  bed,  yea,  an^ 
'*  almost  his  household-stuff." 
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and  having  better  than  1500  a-yeaf, 
landed  estate,  looks  docwn  upon  honest 
Thady,  but  I  wash  my  hands  of  his  do- 
ings, and  as  I  have  lived  so  w\\\  I  die, 
true  and  loyal  to  the  family. — ^The  family 
of  the  Rackrents  is,  I  am  proud  to  say, 
one  of  the  most  ancient  in  the  kingdom. — 
Every  body  knowrs  this  is  not  the  old  fa*- 
mily  name,  which  was  O'Shaughlin,  re- 
lated to  the  Kings  of  Ireland — ^but  that 
was  before  my  time. — My  grandfather 
was  driver  to  the  great  Sir-  Patrick  0% 
Shaughlin,  and  I  heard  him,  when  I  was 
a  boy,  telling  how  the  Castle  Rackrent 
estate  came  to  Sir  Patrick — Sir  Tallyhoo 
Rackrent  was  cousin*german  to  him,  and 
had  a  fine  estate  of  his  own,  only  never  a 
gate  upon  it,  it  being  his  maxim,  that  a 
car  was  the  best  gate. — ^Poor  gentleman  ! 
he  lost  a  fine  hunter  and  his  life,  at  last, 
B  3  by 
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by  it,  all  in  one  day's  hunt. — But  I  ought 
to  bless  that  day,  for  the  estate  came 
straight  into  the  family,  upon  one  con- 
dition, which  Sir  Patrick  O'Shaughlin  at 
the  time  took  sadly  to  heart,  they  say,  but 
thought  better  of  it  afterwards,  seeing 
how  large  a  stake  depended  upon  it,  that 
he  should,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  take  and 
bear  the  simame  and  arms  of  Rackrent. 

Now  it  was  that  the  world  was  to  see 
what  was  in  Sir  Patrick. — On  coming  into 
the  estate,  he  gave  the  finest  entertain- 
ment ever  was  heard  of  in  the  country — 
not  a  man  could  stand  after  supper  but 
Sir  Patrick  himself,  who  could  sit  out  the 
best  man  in  Ireland,  let  alone  the  three 
kingdoms  itself. — He  had  his  house,  from 
one  year's  end  to  another,  as  full  of  com- 
pany as  ever  it  could  hold,  and  fuller ; 
for  rather  than  be  left  out  of  the  parties 
3  at 
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at  Castle  Rackrent,  manjr  gentlemen,  and 
those  men  of  the  first  consequence  and 
landed  estates  in  the  country,  such  as  the 
O'Neills  of  Ballynagrotty,  and  the  Castle- 
moneygawls  of  Mount  Juliet's  Town,  and 
O'Shannons  of  New  Town  TuUyhog,  made 
it  their  choice,  often  and  often,  ijriien 
there  was  no  moon  to  be  had  for  lovefcor 
money,  in  long  winter  nights,  to  sleep  in 
the  chicken  house,  which  Sir  Patrick  had 
fitted  up  for  the  purpose  of  accommo- 
dating his  friends  and  the  public  in^ene- 
ral,  who  honoured  him  with  their  company 
unexpectedly  at  Castle  Rackrent ;  and 
this  went  on,  I  can't  tell  you  how  long — 
the  whole  country  rang  with  his  praises- 
Long  life  to  him  ! — I'm  sure  I  love  to 
look  upon  his  picture,  now  opposite  to 
me ;  though  I  never  saw  him,  he  must 
have  beeii  a  portly  gentleman — ^his  neck 
B  4  some- 
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something  short,  and  remarkable  for  the 
largest  pimple  on  his  hose,  which,  by  his 
particular  desire,  is  still  extant  in  his  pic- 
ture—said to  be  a  striking  likeness,  though 
taken  when  young. — He  is  said  also  to  be 
the  inventor  of  raspberry  whiskey,  which 
16  very  likely,  as  nobody  has  evet  appeated 
to  dispute  it  with  him,  and  as  there  still 
exists  a  broken  punch-bowl  at  Castle- 
Stopgap,  in  the  garret,  with  an  inscription 
to  that  effect — a  great  curiosity  .—A  few 
days  before  his  death  he  was  very  men?y ; 
it  being  his  honour^s  birth-day,  he  called 
my  great  grandfather  in,  God  btess  him! 
to  drink  the  company's  health,  and  filled 
a  bumper  himself,  but  could  not  carry  it 
to  his  head,  on  account  of  the  great  ^akd 
in  his  hand — on  this  he  cast  his  joke,  say^ 
ing,  ^  What  would  my  poor  father  say  to 
**  roe  if  he  was  to  pop  out  of  the  grare, 

"  and 
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'^  arid  see  me  now? — I  remetnbef,  wh^n. 
*^  I  was  a  little  boy,  the  first  bumper  of 
*^  elar^t  he  gave  me  aftei*  dinner,  how  he 
**  praised  me  for  carrying  it  so  steiidy  to 
'*  my  ffl6uth — Here's  my  thank:$  to  him-^ 
*'  a  bumper  toast'' — ^Then  he  fell  to  sing* 
ifig  the  favourite  song  he  learned  from  his 
fether — for  the  last  time,  poor  gjentlemaa 
— ^he  ^ng  it  that  night  as  loud  and  hearty 
«s  ever,  with  a  chof^us — 

''^  M(*  th^  gt)es  to  bed,  and  goes  to  bed  scfber, 
''  Rlls  as  the  leaves  do,  falls  as  t^  leaves  do, 

*'  and  dies  in  October— 
^  But  he  that  goes  to  bed,  and  goes  to  bed 

"  mellow, 
''  Lives  as  be  ought  to  do,  lives  as  he  ought 

"  to  do,  and  dies  an  honest  felVow." 

Sir  P&^k  died  that  night — -just  as  the 
edmpany  rose  ta  drink  his  health  with 
three  cheei^S)  he  feU  down  vix  a^  sort  of  a 

fit. 
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fit,  and  was  carried  off — ^they  sat  it  out, 
and  were  surprised,  on  enquiry,  in  the 
morning,  to  find  it  was  all  over  with  poor 
Sir  Patrick — ^Never  did  any  gentleman  live 
and  die  more  beloved  in  the  country  by 
rich  and  poor — ^his  funeral  was  such  a  one 
as  was  never  known  before  nor  since  in 
the  county ! — ^AU  the  gentlemen  in  the 
three  counties  were  at  it — far  and  near, 
how  they  flocked^ — my  great  grandfather 
said,  that  to  see  all  the  women  even  .in 
their  red  cloaks,  you  would  have  taken 
them  for  the  army  drawn  out. — ^Then  such 
a  fine  whillaluh  !  you  might  have  heard  it 
to  the  farthest  end  of  the  county,  and  happy 
the  man  who  could  get  but  a  sight  of  the 
hearse  ! — But  who'd  have  thought  it,  just 
as  all  was  going  on  right,  through  his  own 
town  they  were  passing,  when  the  body 
was  seized  for  debt — ^  rescue  was  appre- 
hended 
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hended  from  the  mob — ^but  the  heir  who 
attended  the  funeral  was  against  that,  for 
fear  of  consequences,  seeing  that  those 
villains  who  came  to  serve  acted  under  the 
disguise  of  the  law — So,  to  be  sure,  the 
law  must  take  its  course — and  little  gain 
had  the  creditors  for  their  pains.  First 
and  foremost,  they  had  the  curses  of  the 
country ;  and  Sir  Murtagh  Rackrent  the 
new  heir,  in  the  next  place,  on  account 
of  this  affront  to  the  body,  refused  to  pay 
a  shilling  of  the  debts,  in  which  he  was 
countenanced  by  all  the  best  gentlemen 
of  property,  and  others  of  his  acquaint- 
ance ,  Sir  Murtagh  alledging  in  all  com- 
panies, that  he  all  along  meant  to  pay  his 
father's  debts  of  honor ;  but  the  moment 
the  law  was  taken  of  him,  there  was  an 
end  of  honor  to  be  sure.  It  was  whis- 
pered, (but  none  but  the  enemies  of  the 

family 
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fiunily  believe  it)  that  this  was  all  a  sham 
seizine  to  get  quit  of  the  debts,  which  he 
had  bound  himself  to  pay  in  honor. 

It*s  a  long  time  ago,  there's  no  saying 
how  it  was,  but  this  for  certain,  the  new 
man  did  not  take  at  all  after  the  old  gen- 
tleman— ^The  cellars  were  never  filled  after 
his  death — and  no  open  house,  or  any 
thing  as  it  used  to  be — the  tenants  even 
were  sent  away  without  their  whidcey — 
I  was  ashamed  myself,    and  knew  not 
what  to  say  for  the  honor  of  the  family — 
But  I  made  the  best  of  a  bad  case,  and 
laid  it  all  at  my  lady's  door,  for  I  did  not 
like  her  any  how,  nor  any  body  else— she 
was  of  the  family  of  the  Skinflints,  and  a 
widow — ^It  was  a  strange  match  for  Sir 
Murtagh;    the   people    in    the    country 
thought  he  demeaned  himself  greatly — 
but  /  said  nothing — ^I  knew  how  it  was — 

Sir 


y  Google 


(     13     )      ' 

Sir  Murtagh  was  a  gi:eat  lawyer,  ^su^ 
looked  to  the  great  Skinflint  estate ;  there, 
however^  he  overshot  hioiself  5  for  thou^ 
one  of  the  co-heiresses,  he  was  never  the 
better  for  her,  for  she  outlived  him  n>any*a 
the  long  day — 'he  could  ijot  foresee  tlaa:t, 
to  be  sure,  when  he  .married  her.  I  miii^t 
say  for  her,  she  inade  him  the  best  of 
wives,  being  a  v^ry  notable  stirring  wo- 
man, and  looking  dose  to  every  thiog. 
But  I  always  suspected  she  bad  S^otcfci 
blood  in  her  yeius,  any  4hing  ^se  I  could 
have  looked  over  in  her  from  n  regard  to 
the  family.  She  was  a  strict  observer  for  ^ 
^If  and  servants  of  Lent,  a^d  all  Fast 
days,  but  not  hoJid^ys.  One  of  the  maids 
having  fainted  three  times  the  last  day  o£ 
Lent,  to  keep  soul  and  body  together  we 
put  a  morsel  of  roast  beef  into  her  mou&> 
which  "came  fto.m  5ir  Murtagh's  dinner, 

who 
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who  never  fasted,  not  he ;  but  somehow 
or  other  it  unfortunately  reached  my  lady's 
ears,  and  the  priest  of  the  parish  had  a 
complaint  made  of  it  the  next  day,  and 
the  poor  girl  was  forced  as  soon  as  she 
could  walk  to  do  penance  for  it,  before 
she  could  get  any  peace  or  absolution  in 
the  house  or  out  of  it.  However,  my 
lady  was  very  charitable  in  her  own  way* 
She  had  a  charity  school  for  poor  children, 
where  they  were  taught  to  read  and  write 
gratis,  and  where  they  were  kept  well  to 
spinning  gratis  for  my  lady  in  return ;  for 
she  had  always  heaps  of  duty  yarn  from 
the  tenants,  and  got  all  her  houshold  li- 
nen out  of  the  estate  from  first  to  last ;  for 
after  the  spinning,  the  weavers  on  the 
estate  took  it  in  hand  for  nothing,  be- 
cause of  the  looms  my  lady's  interest 
could  get  from  the  Linen  Board  to  dis- 
tribute 
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tribute  gratis.  Then  there  was  a  bleach 
yard  near  us,  and  the  tenant  dare  refuse 
my  lady  nothing,  for  fear  of  a  law-suit 
Sir  Murtagh  kept  hanging  over  him  about 
the  water  course.  With  these  ways  of 
managing,  'tis  surprising  how  cheap  my 
lady  got  things  done,  and  how  proud  she 
was  of  it.  Her  table  the  same  Way — 
kept  for  next  to  nothing — duty  fowls,  and 
duty  turkies,  and  duty  geese,  came  as  fast 
as  we  could  eat  'em,  for  my  lady  kept  a 
sharp  look  out,  and  knew  to  a  tub  of 
butter  every  thing  the  tenants  had,  all 
round.  They  knew  her  way,  and  what 
'  with  fear  of  driving  for  rent  and  Sir  Mur- 
-tagh's  law-suits,  they  were  kept  in.such 
good  order,  they  never  thought  of  coming 
near  Castle  Stopgap  without  a  present 
of  something  or  other — ^nothing  too  much 
or  too  little   for  my  lady— eggs — ^honey 

— ^butter 
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r-rbutter — meal^r^fish-^am^,  growse^  and 
lienings,  fre^ii  or  ^alt-^all  w^nt  for  some- 
j^ifig.  As  for  their  young  pigs,  we  had 
J^i^Hi,  ftod  the  best  bacon  and  haras  they 
iX)uld  mak^e  up,  with  all  young  chickens 
in  spring ;  but  they  were  a  set  of  poor 
-wretches,  awJ  we  had  nothing  but  mis- 
fortunes widi  them,  always  breaking  and 
wnnjaig  away^— This,  Sir  Murtagh  and 
my  lady  saidi  was  all  their  former  land- 
lord Sir  Patrick^s  fault,  who  let  'em  all  get 
-tiie  half  year's  rent  into  arrear-^there  was 
sonxething  in  that,  to  be  sure— &it  Sir 
Murtagh  was  as  much  the  contrary  way-r^ 
For  let  alouie  making  EngUsh  tenants  of 
^em,  every  soul — ^he  w^s  always  driving 
and  driving,  ^nd  pounding  and  pounding, 
jmd  canting  and  canting,  and  repkvying 
mid  replevying,  and  he  m^de  a  good  liv- 
-iog  of  tr^s5)assing  cattle-^tbere  was  al* 

ways 
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ways  somd  tenant's  pig,  or  horse,  orcow^ 
or  calf,  or  goose,  trespassing,  which  was 
so  great  a  gam  to  Sir  Murtagh,  that  he  di<i 
not  like  to  hear  me  talk  of  repairing  fences, 
Then  his  herriots  and  duty  work  brought 
him  in  something — ^his  turf  was  cut — ^his 
potatoes  set  and  dug — ^his  hay  brought 
home,  and  in  short  all  the  work  about 
his  house  done  for  nothing  j  for  in  all  our 
leases  there  were  strict  clauses  with  heavy 
penalties,  which  Sir  Murtagh  knew  well 
how  to  enforce — so  many  days  duty  work 
of  man  and  horse,  from  every  tenant^  he 
was  to  have,  and  had,  every  year ;  and 
when  a  man  vexed  him,  why  the  finest 
day  he  could  pitch  on,  when  the  cratur 
WJ^s  getting  in  his  own  harvest,  or  thatch- 
ing his  cabin.  Sir  Murtagh  made  it  a 
princif>le'to  call  upon  him  and  his  horse — f 
«o'l)e  taught  'em  all,  as  he  said,  to  knovf 
C  tha 
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the  law  of  landlord  and  tenant.    As  fof^ 
law,  I  believe  no  man,  dead  or  alive^ 
ever  loved  it  so  well   as  Sir  Murtagh. 
He  had  once  sixteen  suits  pending  at  a 
time,  and  I  never  saw  him  so  much  him- 
self— roads — Planes — ^bogs — swells — ponds 
~eel-wires — orchards — trees — tythes — 
vagrants — gravel-pits  — sandpits — dung« 
hills  and   nuisances — every    thing  upoq 
the  face  of  the  earth  furnished  him  good 
matter  for  a  suit.     He  used  to  boast  that 
he  had  a  law-suit  fojr  every  letter  in  the 
alphabet.     How  I  used  to  wonder  to 
see  Sir  Murtagh  in  the  midst  of  the  pa- 
pers in  his  office^ — ^why  he  could  hardly 
turn  about  fop  them.    I  made  bold  to 
shrug  my  shoulders  once^  in  his  presenc^j 
and  thanked  my  stars  I  was  not  born  a 
gentleman  to  so  much  toil  and  troubte—  \ 

but  Sir  Murtagh  took  me  up  short  with  hisi 
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old  provert,  ^^  learning  is  bettor  than 
house  or  land."  Out  of  forty-nine  suits 
which  he  had,  he  never  lost  one  but  seven* 
teen  J  the  rest  he  gained  with  costs,  double 
costs,  treble  costs  sometimes — ^but  even 
that  did  not  pay.  He  was  a  very  learned 
man  in  the  lavv,  and  had  the  character 
of  it  i  but  how  it  was  I  can't  tell,  thesb 
suits  that  he  carried  cost  him  a  power 
of  money~-ih  the  end  he  sold  some  hun- 
dreds a  year  of  the  family  estate — ^but  he 
was  a  very  learned  man  in  the  lav7,  and 
I  know  nothing  of  the  matter  except  hav- 
ing a  great  regard  for  the  family.  I  could 
not  help  grieving  when  he  *s^nt  me  to  post 
up  notices  of  the  sale  of  the  fee  simple  of 
the  lands  and  appurtenances  of  Tiqio- 
league.— ^^  I  know,  honest  Thady,*'  says 
he  to  comfort  me,  "  what  Tm  about 
**  better  than  you  do  ^  I'n?  only  selling  to 
<?  2       .  ''  ^et 
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'*  get  the  ready  money  w,?Lnting,  to  cany 
*Von  my  suit  M^th  spirit  Avith  the    ^Tu- 
"  gents  of  Carrickashaughlin.'* 

He  was  verj'  sanguine  about  that  suit 
with  the  Nugents  of  Carrjckashaughlin, 
He  would  have  gained  it,  they  say,  for 
certain,  had  it  pleased  Heaven  to  have 
spared  him  to  us,  and  it  would  have 
been  at  the  least  a  plump  two  thousand 
a  year  in  his  way  j  but  things  were  ordered 

otherwise,  for  the  best  to  be  sure,     He 

-  -J  .       '    ' 

cjug  up  a  faif) -mount*  against  my  advice, 

•  These  fairy-mouQtsarecaUed  ant-hiUs  io  Eng* 
land.  They  are  held  in  high  reverence  by  tht 
cororiioD  people  in  Ireland.  A  gentieman,  who  fa 
laying  out  his  la\C-n  had  occasion  to  level  oae  of  these 
hillocks,  could  not  prevail  upon  any  of  his  kboarers 
to  begin  the  ominous  work*  He  was  obliged  to.  tako 
a  /^  from  one  pf  their  relnciant  ban^s^.and  began 
the  attack  himself.  The  labourers  agreed,  that 
the  vengeance  of  the  fairies  would  foil  upon  the  head  . 
of  the  presumptuous  luortalj  who  first  disturbc4 
Hirm  in  their  retreat. 
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and  :hafdMo  luck  afterwards.  Thoiigh  z 
l%^aVn^*  man-  iA  the  lawj  Re-' was  a  little' 
tiky  ifieredtilotis  W  otHef  rAattefs/ '  I  Warned 
litm  feat -' t  iiei^^^  thef  v^ry  feanshee  ^  tha^ 
my  gt^indfather  heard,  before' I  was  born 
long,- under  Sir  Patrick's  window  a  few 
ijays  belferfe'hisMeath: '  But^Sit  Murk^K 
thoiighf  nothing 'tff the  Biin^'ee,  ttorof  his 
cbiight' witll  ^  Spitting  of  blood,  brought 
on,  I  dnd^^and,  by  cktchihg^cold  in  at* 
tt^4ing'  the  courts}  dnd  aVerstriining  Ohfis- 
dlest'  with  making  himself  heafd  irf  fin'e- 

,?,.:  .;:  .-  '    :  ts-^^^    -'-^  l  \  of 

*  The  Banihee  is  a  ^  species  o(  aristocratic  fairy, 
who  iti  the  shape  of  a  littre  hideous  old  woman  has 
been<bfiown  to  appear*,  flfndicai^lo  sing  in  a  ujoutii- 
ftl  sppcroAtural  yjc^ce  nmder  the  windoWs.  Df  great  > 
lu}cBeg,<  to  warn  t^  Ami^  that^Do^e  of.th&m  2^re 
•oon  to  die.  ^  In  the  last,  century  eyery  great  fai^ily 
in  Ireland  bad  a,  B^nillee,  w^o  attended  regularly*, 
but  latterly  tfteir  visits  and  songs  have  been  uiscou' 
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of  his  favorite  causes..  He  was  a  great 
$peaker5  ^ith  a  powerful  voice  \  but  his 
last  speech  was  not  in  the  c;ourts  at  all. 
He  and  my  lacly,  thoi^gh  both  of  the 
same  way  of  thinking  in  some  things, 
and  though  she  was  as  good  a  wife  and 
great  economist  as  yoi;  could  see,  and 
he  the  best  of  husbands,  as  to  looking 
into  his  affairs,  an4  making  money  for  his 
family;  yet  I  don't  know  how  it  wsis, 
they  had  a  great  deal  of  sparring  and  jar- 
ring between  them. — ^My  lady  had  her 
privy  purse — and  she  had  her  weed  ashes, 
and  her  sealing  money  upon  the  sign- 
ing of  all  tjie  leases,  with  something  to 
buy  gloves  besidesi;  and  besides  again 
often  took  money  from  the  tenant^,  if 
offered  properly,  to  speak  for  them  to  Sir 
Murtagh  about  abatements  and  renewals.^ 
Now  the  wee(J  ashes  and  the  ^love  mo- 
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jiey  he  slUowed  her  clear  perquisites; 
though  Once  when  he  saw  her  in  a  new 
gown  saved  out  of  the  weed  ashes,  hfe 
told  het  to  my  face,  (for  he  could  say  al 
sharp  'thing)  that  she  should  not  put  bn 
her  weeds  before  her  husband's  death. 
But  it  grew  more  serious  when  they  came 
to  the  renewal  businessei.  At  last,  in  a 
dispute  abotit^  an  abatement,^  my  lidy 
would  have  the  last  word,  and  Sir  Mur- 
tagh  grew  mad;  I  wias^Mthin  heafifr^ 
of  the  door,  and  now  wish  I  hatf  frfadef 
bdld  to  step  in.  He  spoke  so  loUd/  the 
whole  kitchen  was  out  on  the  stairs— All 
on  a  sudden'  he  sjopiped,  arid  n^  lady 
too.  Something  has  surely^  Ka^p^nedy 
thought  I — ^atid  so  it  was,  for  Sir  Mui*- 
tagh  in  his  fiassion  bfroke  a  btood-V6s- 
sel,  and  all  the  law  iii  t^e  hnS  could  do 
nothing  in  that  case.  My  lady  sent  for 
C4  five 
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for  five  physicians,  but  Sir  Murtagh  died, 
and  was  buried.  .  She  had  a  fine  jointure 
Settled  upon  her,  ajod  took,herse|f  %w<pjf-, 
to  the  great  joy  of  ^e  tenantry. .  I.i^ever . 
sa^  any  thing,  one-way   or  the  other>, 
\yhiJst  she  was  part.pf  ^e.  family,, but; 
got  up  to  see  her  ga  at  three  o'clpckjin 
the  morning^^  It's  a  fine  morning,   ho- 
nest Thady,  ^say^-die;  good-j]fiye  to  ye^T**, 
knd  into  the  caif^pge  she  stept,  withojujt  ^, 
word  njLore,  good, or  bad,r  or  even. half- 
arcrown  J  bmt  I  |n^de  my  bow^^  ^nd  stood 
to^see  Ijef  safe  0};jt  of  sight  for  the  sake  of 
tjie  farnlly* .  .  ,        :  ^    .    - 

Then  we  were  all  bustle  in  the  house, 
ivhiGh.tnade  me  keep  out, of  the  way, 
fof  I'w^k,,^ow  ^d  bate,  a,  bustle,  bvjt 
the  house, wjas  all^  hjur^-skurry,  preparing 
for  myr  new  paster .-r-^Sir  Murtaghj  I  for-, 
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got  to  notice,  had.  no  childer^*  8o  the 
Rackrent  estate  went  to  his  younger  bro- 
ther-^SL  youpg  dasliipgroff  cei;-f— wh9  cajp^ 
amongst  us  before  X  -kn^w  for  the  life  o^, 
me .  whereabouts  I .  was,  ia  a  gig-  or  so^fie ; 
of  them  things,  .with  another  spark -along. 
with  him,  and  ^led  horse^i^,  and  s^ajits,. 
and  dogs,  and  scarce: a  place  to  put  anjr. 
Christian^  of  ;tl\^m. ^9^  fo^WX  M^d^A^e, 
had. sent  all  the  ; featherrbeds  off  before 
her,  ,and  blankets,  and  household  linen,;. 
down   to  Ac  very  ^ni^  !^|oths^  ou  the. 
cars  to  ,Di:i>lin,.  \yhifjh ^WQre  ^1  h^r  owp^- 
lawfully  paid  for  out  of  l^i^  Qyfn  it\pncyj^ 
So  the  house  r  was  <juite  ba^e,  and  i;^y, 
you^g  master,  tbe  moment  ever  he  ^^pj:f 
foot   in   it, out   of  his  gig,   thought  .ajUif 
.  ;  ;  thoscj 

*  CtiUcr^^ihli  is  the  manner  >  iq.  wbich  xtmn^ 
6f  Tliady*s  riank^  and  others  in  Ifc^ncl,  .y»r«M^^» 
prpfiounccd  the  word  children^ 
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those   things  must  come  of  themselves, 
I  believe,  for  he  never  looked  after  any 
thing  at  all,  but  harum-scarum  called  for 
every  thing  as  if  we  Were  conjurers,  or  he 
in  a  public-house.    For  my  part,  I  could 
not  bestir  myself  any  how ;  I  had  been 
90  used  to  my  late  master  and  mistress,  all 
was  upside  down  with  me,  and  the  new 
servants  in  the  servants'  hall  were  qmte 
out  of  my  way ;   I  had  nobody  to  talk 
to,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  my  pipe 
and  tobacco  should,  I  terily  believe,  have 
broke  my  heart  for  poor  Sir  Murtagh. 

But  one  morning  my  new  master  caught 
a  glimpse  of  me  as  I  was  looking  at  his 
horse*s  heels,  in  hopes  of  a  word  from 
him — and  h  that  old  Tliady^!  says' he,  zi 
he  got  into  his  gig — I  loved  him  from  that 
day  to  this, « has  voice  wias  so  Kke  the 
firinily-^ttd  he  threw  me  a  guinea.out  of 

his 
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his  waistcoit  pocket,  as  he  drew  up  the 
reins  with  the  odaer  hand,  his  horse  rear- 
ing loo  5  I.  thbught  I  never  set  my  ejre^i 
on  a  &ier  figare  of -a  rfi^m^^Uite  atiether 
sort  fi:4)rii  Sir  Miiitagh^  tlUQ^gh  withal 
to  me  J,  a  fatnil^  Hc^ness — ^A  fine  life  we 
should  have  led,  hdfi  he  stey^  amongst. 
II&,  Gad  bless  him  !-^he  rahfed  a  guift^a 
as  littk  as  any  fiton— 43K)riey'tdhim  ^^s 
00  more  than  dirt,  and  his  gentleman  and 
groom,  and  all  belonging  to  him,  the 
same-^^^but  the  sporting  season  over,  he 
grew  tired  of  the  place,  and  having  got 
down  a  grea^t  architect  fo;:  the  house,  ^Hd 
an  improver  for  the  grcMinds,  and  seesi^ 
their  plans  and  ekvatbns,  he^iked*  a  <da)^ 
for  settlhig^ith  the  tenints,  but  v^tldi  6ft 
m  a  whirlwind  to  town,  just  as  some  of 
them  came  uito  the  yard  in  th^  momiog.. 
A  circular  l^tj^f  cam?,.fl^3st  pQ§t :  6i!>J?»i 

the 
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the  new  ag^nti  with  news  diit  the  mas^r 
was  sailed  forEngland^ajad  be  mustTeniit 
5Qpl.taiBa.th  for,;hit  irtci-bfefcre;:  arfcjtw 
i^ghj^^ ;  wagaijl;  .aui  !^a^-fr-B»4'i»55i*^sostilkfor) 
tjie  poor.t^aa^s,  i^-^hWgr%tillfor  the 
better  with  th^m— Sir;  lyit '  Sto|)gap, :  my. 
yo^ijg  qjias^qglald/^  4]l.to,Shfe^gBht,;aiiit 
tjbpuj^  i^  ha4 ;*h^ispft-rt: of  ^^afinfeei fend ' 
l^ve^  ^way  ;t9.jt^j}iQa(»«  ^f  Jii«i-:c(Amiii5& 
al?f  pad,  jvyiiich  1 1  wa?.:Rr^ud  Jd)  bear  *  ofii 
w^^tw^il^  y^e  the  better:  fqjf  th^^  ^nome^ 
l^e^fg^ptf^a^one  flf^ypj^r^j^Cid^^  meinfe 
j.-^   '  r.i   -1  w:t/  <'  ;r-   '  ■    '1j  ■oil  whqi 

-  •  MiMt  mtitU-Thttc  was  a  ci5$i  'of*  rnett  ?erni- 
cd  middle  men  -  In '  It d^dy  wlib '  lock  largp  fyxm' 
o^j^ng  l^p^'jfrorix  ^gfip|tlfim^^fHaDBd<8t.prcrptr^t 

poor,  as  under  tenants,  at  exorbit^njt  ront&  f  hj>&W-  • 
landlord y  as  he  af<7i' called,  seldom   saw  his    »;yii5'r 
UnantSf  but  if  he  could  not  get  the  middle  man  to 
pfc^Hm  to^cat^^^acfffi«7>,  WUnrth   tlVlhJ^ 
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^y^o  jgrigci  the  feqq-,9f  ^fh?  poor,  a||d;C«» 
IjgV^fi  %ar  a /plan  wtl^:^  hat  upofi  hil 

[  •:     :::n    ^.-.Y  ;■    ^.,/^  /  a    :-  :.    J^il 

#«^  <i3^?d(f  \htltntcl  fo^hh  renty  that  is  tasajr,  'W 
(^it  hfejstewdrd  6r  bailiff ^ydiriver,' to  the  land,  ttl 
?eize  the  catdcj,  hay,  qojrn,  fl^x,  qat^„,-or^pot;gtoe9a 
belonging  to  the  „i^nder-tenants,  apd  precised ed,  to 
fell  these  for ,his  r^nt  ^  jt  sorpetinies  happened  that 
these  unfortunate  tenants  paid  their  rent  twice  over, 
©nCe  io^^hnfydlVtriini  and  o'ncet6  the  head  lanotoriT^ 
-  The  chdfadterlstlcs^  of  a  middle' man  nx^ere^'  Servi* 
l)iy  to  h>s  ^iperipr$,  ^riytyraiuiy:  towards  his  infe* 
rA<>f;5--iThe-p9or.djetested.,thif  j^ace .df  htUk^,  sLj^ 
ppcal^ng  to  thcPih^wever^tliey:  always  used  th^ 
most  abject  language,  and  the  most  humble,  tone 
and  posture'— '^  Please  jour  honour,  —  and  please  your 
honour  5  honour^'  tliey 'Jtnew  nrast  be  repeated  *a»  a 
qhafni  a>  tW  begiiiinllfg:  aiidfrerid'  o^'evefy  equli*'" 
vdca tiog-,T>e  ji.^ pJ^^Kj,  ^  ox  si^pplicatory  -  fen  t^ntx-*^- 
apd  tlj^  jwr.qrc  uiuch  aiqrp'^krtia  4offing  tl^iij.c^'' 
to  these  new  me«,  than  to  those  of  wh^t  they  C4l|. 
good  old  families. — ASvitty  carpenter  ouce  terme4 
these  itiWdle  men  journtymen-^efiiUmen^ 
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flieii'  five*-^no*  a  weefk  without  a  eall 
for  money — drafts  upon  drafts  from  Sir 
Kit— but  I  laid  it  all  to  the  fault  of 
the  agent ;  for,  «ays  I,  what  can  Sir  Kit 
do  with  so  much  cash,  and  he  a  single 
man?  but  still  it  went. — R^nts  must  be 
aU  paid  up  to  the  day,  and  afore — ^no 
allowance  for  improving  tenants — ^no  con- 
sideration for  those  who  had  built  upon 
their  farms — 'No  sooner  was  a  le^e  out, 
but  the  land  was  advertised  to  the  high- 
ett  bidder — all  the  old  tenants  turned 
Uttt,  when  they  had  spent  their  substance 
in  the  hope  and  trust  of  a  renewal  from 
the  landlord.— ^All  was  now  set  at  the 
highest  penny  to  a  parcel  of  poor  wretches 
who  meant  to  run  away,  and  did  so, 
after  taking  two  crops  out  of  the  ground. 
Then  fining  dovm  the  year's?  rent  came 
into  fashioii — any    thing  for  the  ready 

penny. 
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pepny,  and  with  aU  this^  atid  presents  to 
the  agent  and  the  4river,  there  was  na 
such  thing  as  standing  it — ^I  said  nothing,' 
for  I  had  a  regard  for  the  family,  but  I 
walked  about^  thinking  if  his  honour  Sir, 
Kitt,  (long  may  he  live  to  reign  over  us  !y 
knew  all  this,  it  would  go  hard  with 
him,  but  he'd  see  us  righted' — not  that  I 
had  any  thing  for  my  own  share  to  com- 
plain of,  fox  the  agent  was  always  very 
civil  to  me,  when  he  came  down  into 
Ae  country,  and  took  a  great  deal  of 
notice  of  my  son  Jason, — ^Jlason  Quirk, 
though  he  be  my  son,  I  must  say,  was  a 
gbod  scholar  from  his  birth,  and  a  veiy 
'cute  lad — -I  thought  to  make  him  a 
pridst,  but  he  did  better  for  himself-^-See? 
ing  hpw  he  was  as  good  a  clerk  as  any^ 
in  the  county^  the  agtnt  gave  him  hia 
rent  accounts  to  copy,  which  hp  did  first 

pf 
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of  all  for  the  pleasure  ^f  obli^ng  the' 
gentleman,  and  would  take  nothing  at  all 
for  his  trouble,  but  was  always  proud  to 
serve  the  family. — By  arid  by,  a  good  fartil' 
bounding  us  to  the  east  fell' into  his  ho- 
nour's hands,  and  my  son  put  in  a  pro- 
posal for  if  5  why  shouldn't  he  as  well 
9S  another  ?-^— The  proposals  all  went  ov<er 
^  the*  master  at  the  Bath,  who  knowing 
W  mor^  of  the  land  than  the  <:hiki  un- 
born, only  having  once  been  out  a  grous- 
61  Ag  on  it  before  he  went  to  England ;  and 
the  vdluefx^f  lands,  asth^  agent  informed 
him,  'felHttg -every  year  in  Ireland^  his  ho-* 
npur  wrote  over  in  all  haste  a  bit  of  a  let- 
ter, isaying  he  left  it  all  to  the  agent,  and 
that  he  must  set  it  as  well  as  he  could  to- 
the  be^  bidder;  to  b^  suret,  aind  send  him 
over  s^'aoo.by  return  orpo;^t:  with  this 
the  agent  gave  me  a  feint,  ai;id  I  spoke  a 
:-)  l^opcl 
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g&od  Word  for  my  sori)  and  gave  out  in 
the  country,  that  nobody  need  bid  against 
us. — So  his  proposal  was  just  the  things 
and  he  a  gbod  tenant ;  and  he  got  a  pro-» 
miise  of  an  abatement  in  the  rent,  after 
the  first  year,  for  advancing  the  half  year's 
rent  at  signing  the  lease,  which  was^ 
wanting  to  compleat  the  agent's  ^200, 
by  the  return  of  thb  post,  with  all  whidi 
my  master  wrote  back  he  was  well  sa- 
tisfied.— -About  this  tiihe  we  learned  frook 
the  agent,  as  a  great  secret„how  the  mo* 
|iey  went  so  fast,  and  tiie  reason  of  the 
thick  coming  of  the  master's  drafts :  he 
Was  a  little  too  fond  of  play,  and  Bath, 
th^  say,  was  no  place  for  a  young  man 
of  his  fortune,  where  there  Were  so  mai- 
ny  of  his  own  countrymen  too  haunting 
him  up  and  down,  day  and  night,  who 
had  nodiing  to  lose— at  last,  at  Christ- 
P  mas^ 
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mas,  the  agent  wrote  over  to-  stop  tfee:- 
drafts^  for  he  could  raise  no  more  mo* 
Hey  on  bond  or  mortgage,  or  from   the 
tenants,  or  any  how,  nor  had  he  any  moie 

;  to  lend  himself,  and  desired  at  same  time, 
to  decline  the  agency  for  the  future,  wish- 
ing Sir  Kit  his  health  and  happiness^and 
the  compliments  of  the  season — for  I  saw 
file  letter  before  ever  it  was  sealed^  when 
my  son  copied  it. — ^\^Tien  the  answer 
came,  there  was  a  new  turn  in  aifairs,  and 
the  agent  was  tinned  out  3  and  my  son 
Jason,  who  had  corresponded  privately 
with  his  honor  occasionally  on  business, 
was  forthwith  desired  by  his  honor  to 
take  the  accounts  into  his  ownhands^  and 
look  them  over  till  further  orders — it  was 

,  a  Itery  spirited  letter,  to  be  sure  i  Sir  Kit 
sent  his  service,  and  the  compliments  of 
the  reason,  in  return  to  the  ag;ent,  and  he 
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would  fight  him  with  pleasure  to-ihorroWi 
or  any  day,  for  sending  him  such  a  letter, 
if  he  was  bom  a  gentleman,  which  he  was 
sorry  (for  both  their  sakes)  to  find  (too 
late)  he  was  not. — ^Then,  in   a  private 
postscript,  he  condescended  to  tell  us  that 
all  would  be  speedily  settled  to  his  satis- 
faction, and  we  should  turn  over  a  new 
leaf,  for  he  was  going  to  be  married  in  a 
fortnight  to  the  grandest  heiress  in  Eng- 
land, and  had  only  immediate  occasion  at 
present  for  JC2OO,  as  he  would  not  choose 
to  touch  his  lady's  fortune  for  travelling 
expences  home  to  Castle  Rackrent,  where 
he  intended  to  be,  wind  and  weather  per- 
mitting, early  in  the  next  month,  and  de-^ 
sired  fires,  and  the  house  to  be  painted, 
and  the  new  building  to  go  on  as  fast  as 
possible,  for  the  reception  of  him  and  his 
lady  before  that  time — ^with  several  words 
D  2  besides 
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Asides  in  tiie  letter^  which  we  could  n<* 
make  out,  because^  God  bkss  him  1  fit 
wrote  in  such  a  fluny— My  heart  wtrmeA 
to  my  new  lady  when  I  »ead  this  ^  I  waB. 
almost  afraid  it  was  too  good  news  to  be 
true — but  the  girls  fell  to  scouiing,^  and  it 
was  well  they  did,  for  we  soon  saw  his 
maniage  in.  the  paper  to  a  hidy  with  i 
don't  know  how  many  tens  of  thcmsandl 
pounds  to  her  fortune- — ^then  I  watched 
the  post-office  for  his  fending,  and  the 
news  came  te^  my  son  <rf'  his  and  tfie  bride 
being  in  Dublin,  andE  on  the  way  home  to 
Rackrent  Gap — ^We  had  bonfires  all  over 
the  country,,  expecting  him  down  the  next 
day,  and  we  had  his  coming  of  age  still  to 
cekbrate,^  which  he  had  not  time  to  da 
properly  before  he  left  the  country ;  there- 
fore a  great  ball  was  expected,  and  great 
doings  upon  hb  coming,  as  it  were,  fresK 

tit 
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to  take  possession  of  his  ancestors  estate. 
—I  never  shaB  forget  tlie  day  he  came 
luune— ^we  had  waited  and  waited  all  day 
long-  till  eleven  o'clock  at  nighty  and  I  was 
thinking  of  sending  the  boy  to  lock  the 
gates,  and  giving  them  up  for  that  night, 
when  there  eome  the  carriages  thundering 
up  to  the  ^eat  hall  door— I  got  the  first 
sight  of  tJie  bride  ;  for  wTaen  fhe  carriage 
door  opened,  just  as  she  had  her  foot  on 
the  steps,  I  held  the  flam  full  in  her  face 
to  light  her,  at  whicTi  slie  shuts  her  eyes, 
but  I  had  a  full  view  of  the  rest  of  her, 
and  greatly  shocked  I  was,  for  by  that 
light  she  was  little  better  than  a  blacka- 
moor, and  seemed  crippled,  but  that  was 
only  sitting  so  long  in  the  chariot— '"You're 
kindly  welcome  to  Castle  Rackrent,  my 
Jady,"  says  I,  (recollecting  who  she  was) — 
^  Did  your  honor  hear  of  the  bonfires?'* 
D3  His 


y  Google 


(     38     )  ^ 

His  honor  spoke  never  a  word,  nor  so 
much  as  handed  her  the  steps ;  he  look- 
ed to  me  no  more  like  himself  than  no- 
thing at  all ;  I  know  I  took  him  for  the 
skeleton  of  his  honor — I  was  not  sure  . 
what  to  say  next  to  one  or  t'other,  but 
seeing  she  was  a  stranger  in  a  foreign 
country,  I  thought  it  but  right  to  speak 
chearful  to  her,  so  I  went  back  again  to 
the  bonfires — *^  My  lady  (says  I,  as 
she  crossed  the  hall)  there  would  have 
been  fifty  times  as  many,  but  for  fear 
of  the  horses  and  frightening  your  lady- 
ship— ^Jason  and  I  forbid  them,  please 
your  honor." — ^With  that  she  looked  at 
me  a  little  bewildered — "  Will  I  have  a 
fire  lighted  in  the  state  room  to-night?'* 
was  the  next  question  I  put  to  her — but 
never  a  word  she  answered,  so  I  con- 
cluded she  could  not  speak  a  word  of 
English,  and  was  from  foreign  parts — ^The 

abort 
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sihort  and  the  long  of  it  was,  I  couldn^t 

tell  what  to  make  of  her,  so  I  left  her  to 

herself,    and  went  straight  down  to  the 

servants'  hall  to  learn  something  for  certain 

about  her.     Sir  Kit's  own  man  was  tired, 

btit  the  groom  set  him  a  talking  at  last^ 

and  wejhad  it  all  out  before  ever  I  closed 

my  eyes  that   night.     The  bride  might 

well  be  a  great  fortune — she  was  a  Jewish 

by  all  accounts,  who  are  famous  for  their 

great  riches.      I  had  never  seen  any  of 

that  tribe  or   nation  before,  and  could 

only  gather  that  she  spoke  a  strange  kind 

of  English  of  her  own,  that  she  could  hot 

abide  pork  or  sausages,  and  went  neiAec 

to  .church  nor  mass^^ — Mercy  upon   his 

honor's  poor  soul,  thought  I,  what  will 

become  of  him  and  his,  and  all  of  us,  with 

this  heretic  Blackamore  at  the  head  of  the 

(Ja«tle  Rackrent  estate.    I  never  slept  4 
P  ^  winfc 
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fore  the  servants  I  pi|t  my  pipe  in  my 
fiotputh  an4  kept  pay  mind  to  myself  5  for 
I  had  a  great  regard  for  the  family,  and 
after  thi§  when  str^-nge  gentlemen's  serv^ 
?uits  came  tp  the  house,  and  wovdd  be-» 
gin  to  talk  about  the  bride,  I  took  care  to 
put  the  be§t  foot  foremost,  and  passed  her 
&r  a  Nabob,  in  the  kitchen,  which  ac» 
counted  for  her  dark  complexion,  and 
every  thing. 

The  very  morning  after  they  can^e 
home,  however^  I  ^aw  how  things  were^^ 
plain  enough,  between  Sir  I^t  and  my 
lady,  though  they  were  walking  together 
arm  in  arm  after  breakfast,  looking  at  the 
ticw  buildings  and  tliQ  imprpvements, 
•*  Old  Thady,  (said  my  master,  just  as  h^ 
u^d  to  do)  how  do  you  do  ?•-— ^*  Very  well, 
I  th?mk  yow  honor's  honor/'  said  I,  but 

I  saw 
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I  saw  he  was  not  well  pkased,  and  my 
heart  was  in  my  mouth  as  I  walked  along 
after  him — ^^  Is  the  large  room  damp, 
Thady  ?"  said  his  honor — ^^  Oh,  damp, 
your  honor !  how  should  it  but  be  aa  dry  as 
a  bone>  (says  I)  after  all  the  fires  we  have 
kept  in  it  day  and  night—It's  the  barrack 
rooip;  your  honor's,  talking  on" — ^^  And 
what  is  a  barrack  room,,  pray,  my  dear"— 
were  the  first  words  I  eyer  heard  out  of 
jny  lady's  lips — ^^  No  matter,  my  dear^ ' 
said  he,  and  went  on  talking;  to  me, 
ashamed  like  I.  should  witness  her  igno- 
tance. — ^To  be  sure  to  hear  her  talk,  one 
might  have  taken  her  for  an  innocent,  for 
it  was  **  what's  this.  Sir  Kit  ?  and  what's 
that,  Sir  Kit?"  all  the  way  we  went-r- 
To  be  sure,  Sir  Kit  had  enough  to  do  to 
mnswer  her—'*  And  what  do  you  caJfl 
that,  Sir  Kit?  (said  she)  Ihat,  that  looks 

Uke 
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Eke  a  pile  of  black  bricks,  pray  Sir  Kitt  ?'* 
^  My  turf  stack,  my  dear,**  said  my  mas- 
tei;  and  bit  his  lip-— Where  have  you  lived, 
my  lady,  all  your  life,  not  to  know  a  turf 
stack  when  you  see  it,  thought  I,  but  I 
said  nothing.  Then,  by-and-by,  she  takes 
out  her  glass  and  begins  spying  over  the 
country — ^^  Afid  what*s  all  that  black 
swaixxp  out  yonder.  Sir  Kit  ?"  says  she— ^ 
♦*  My  bog,  my  dear,"  says  he,  and  went 
on  whistling — **  It's  a  very  ugly  prospect^ 
my  dear,"  says  she — *^  You  don't  see  it, 
my  dear,  (says  he)  for  we've  planted  it  out, 
when  the  trees  grow  up,  in  STiunmej:  time,** 
says  he — ^*  Where  are  the  trees,  (said 
^he)  my  dear,"  still  looking  through  her 
l^ss — ^*  You  are  blind,  my  dear,  {says 
he)  what  are  these  under  your  eyes?" — 
*«  These  dmibs?''  isaid^she— ^  Trees,*" 
^d  he — '*•  May  be  they  are  what  you 
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call  trees  in  Ireland,  my  dear,  (says  she)  but 

they  are  not  a  yard  high,  are  they?" — 

*^  They  were  planted  out  but  last  year,  my 

Jady"  says  I,  to  soften  matters  between  them, 

for  I  saw  she  was  going  the  way  to  make 

his  honor  mad  with  her — \^  they  are  very 

well  grown  for  their  age,  and  you'll  not 

set  the  bogof  AUyballycarricko'shaughlin 

at  all  at  all  through  the  skreen,   when 

once  the  leaves  come  out — But,  my  lady, 

you  must  not  quarrel  with  any  part  or 

parcel  of  Allyballycarricko'shaughlin,  for 

you  don't  know  how  many  hundred  years 

that  same  bit  of  bog  has  been  in  the  fa- 

mily>  we  would  not  part  with  the  bog  oiF 

AUyballycarricko'shaughlin  upon  no  ac-» 

count  at  all ;  it  cost  the  late  Sir  Murtagh 

two  hundred  good  pounds  to  defend  his 

title  to  it,  and  boundaries,   against  the 

OXearys,  who  cut  a  road  through  it."— 

Now 
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Now  one  would  have  flwH^ht  this  wcwal^ 
have  been  hint  enough  for  my  lady,  but 
she  fell  to  laughing  like  one  out  of  theii 
right  mind,  and  made  me  say  the  name 
of  the  bog  jover  for  her  to  get  it  by  heart 
a  dozen  tinaes— then  she  must  ask  me  how 
to  spell  it,  and  what  was  the  mjeaning  of 
it  m  English — Sir  Kit  standing  by  whist- 
ling all  the  while— I  verily  believe  she 
laid  the  comer  ston^  .of  ail  her  future  misr 
fortunes  at  ihat  very  instant — ^but  I  said 
p^  more,  only  looked  at  Sir  Kit.  : 

There  were  no  balls,  no  dinner$i  no 
doings,  the  country  was  all  disappointed— 
Sir  Kit's  gentleman  said,  m  a  whisper  to 
jne,  it  was  all  my  lady's  <iwn  fault,  be- 
cause she  was  so  obstinate  about  tiiie 
CTOS8 — ^  What  cross  ?  {says  I)  is  it  about 
ber  bemg  a  heretic?" — '^  Oh^  no  such 
»atter/(says  he)  my  master  does  not  mind 

tier 
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ter  heresies,  fcut  her  diamcmd  cross,  Ws 
wortfi  I  cstn^t  tell  you  how  much,  and  she 
hsis  thousands  of  English  pounds  con- 
cealed in  diamonds  about  her,  w5ii«:A  ^kt 
as  good  as  promised  to  give  v^  to  vaf 
Piaster  before  he  mairied,  but  now  she 
Won't  part  with  any  of  them>  and  she  musC 
take  tfre  consequences* 

Her  honey-moan,  at  kast  her  Irish  ho-^ 
neymoon,  was  scarcely  well  over,  whea 
his  honour  ooie  morning  said  to  me — 
•^  Ihady,  buy  me  a  pigl" — and  then  the 
saiisages  Were  ordered,  and  here  was  the 
first  opeti  breaking  out  of  my  lady'* 
troubles — my  kdy  came  down  herself  into 
the  kitchen  to  speak  to  the  cook  about  the 
sausages,  and  desired  never  to  see  them 
more  at  her  taWe,— -Now  my  master  had 
ordered  them,  and  my  lady  knew  that — 
Ihe  cook  took  my  lady's  part,  because  she 

never 
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n^ver  came  dawn  into  the  kitchen,  arid 
was  youn^  and  innocent  in  house-keep-' 
uig,  which  raised  her  pity ;  besides;  said 
she,  at  her  own  table,  surely,  my  lady 
should  order  and  disorder  what  she  please* 
— ^but  the  cook  soon  changed  her  note,  for 
my  mastef  made  it  a  principle  to  havd  the 
sausages,  and  swore  at  her  for  a  Jew  her-- 
self,  till  he  drove  her  fairly  out  of  the 
kitchen — then  for  fear  of  her  place,  and 
because  he  threatened  that  my  lady  should 
give  her  no  discharge  without  the  sau- 
sages, she  gave  up,  and  from  that  day  for* 
ward  always  sausages  or  bacon,  or  pig 
meat,  in  some  shape  or  other,  went  up  to 
table ;  upon  which  my  lady  shut  herself  up 
in  her  own  room,  and  my  master  said  she 
might  stay  there,  with  an  oath ;  and  to 
make  sura  of  her,  he  turned  the  key  in  the 
door,  and  kept  it  ever  after  in  his  pocket 

—We 
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-j-We  none  of  us  ever  saw  or  heard  her 
speak  for  seven  years  after  that* — he  car- 
ried 

•  This  part  of  the  history  of  the  Rackrent  favolljf 
can  scarcely  be  thought  credible ;  but  m  justice  to 
honest  Thady,  it  is  hoped.the  reader  will  recollect 
the  history  of  the  cdebrated  Lady  Cathcart's  con- 
jugal imprisonment.— The  Editor  was  acquainted 
with  Colonel  M'Guire,  Lady  Cathcart*s  husband  j 
he  has  ktely  seen  and  questioned  the  maid-fervant 
who  lived  with  Colonel  M'Guire  during  the  time  of 
Lady  Catbcart*s  inaprisonment, — Her  Ladyihip  was 
locked  up  in  her  own  house  for  many  years ;  during 
/which  period  her  husband  was  visited  by  the  neigh- 
bouring gentry  ^and  it  was  his  regular  custom  at  dinner 
to  send  his  compliments  to  Lady  Cathcart^  informing 
her  that  the  company  had  the  honor  to  drink  her 
ladyship's  health,  and  begging  to  know  whether 
there  was  any  thing  at  table  that  she  would  like  to 
cat  ?  the  answer  was  always — "  Lady  Cathcart*s 
compliments,  and  she  has  every  thing  she  wants'* — 
An  instance  of  honesty  in  a  poor  Irishwoman  de- 

SCfVCt 
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ned  her  dinner  himself — then  his  honoiir 
had  a  great  deal  of  company  to  dine  with 

him, 

lerves  to  ht  fccorded.-^Lacty  Ctithtart  had  some 
temarkabl  J  fine  diamondf,  which  «he  had  concealed 
from  her  husband,  and  which  she  was  anxious  itf 
get  out  of  the  house^  lest  he  should  discoyer  themt 
%he  had  neidier  servant  nor  friend  to  whom  she  could 
Witrust  them  5  but  she  had  observed  a  poor  beggar* 
Woman  who  used  to  come  to  the  house'-*- she  sp(A6 
to  her  from  the  window  of  the  room  in  which  she 
Was  confined — the  woman  promised  to  do  what  she 
desired,  and  Lady  Cathcart  threw  a  parcel,  contain* 
ing  the  jewels,  to  her.-^The  poor  woman  carried 
them  to  the  perfon  to  whom  they  were  directed  | 
4ind  several  years  afterwards,  when  Lady  Cathcatt 
J-ecovered  her  liberty,  she  received  her  diamond* 
safely. 

At  Colonel  M*Guire*s  death,  her  ladyship  wal 
leleascd.— The  Editor,  within  this  year,  saw  the 
gentleman  who  accompanied  her  to  England  after 
lier  husband's  death.— When  she  first  was  toJd  of 

hi> 
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hinl>  and  balls  m  the  house,  anct  was  as  gay 
and  gallant,  and  as  much  himself  as  be^ 
fore  he  was  married — and  at  dinner  he  al^ 
ways  drank  my  lady  Rackrent's  good 
health,  and  so  did  the  company,  and  he 
sent  out  always  a  servant,  with  his  com- 
pliments to  my  Lady  Rackrent,  and  the 
E         ,  company 

his  death,  she  imagined  tl^at  th^  news  was  not  true, 
and  that  it  was  told  only  with  an  intention  of  de- 
ceiving her*— At  his  death  she  had  scarcely  doaths 
sufficient  to  cover  her  ^  she  wore  a  red  wig*  looked 
scared^  and  ber  under^tandiiftg  sc^en^d  stupified| 
she  ^id  th^t  she  scarcely  knew  one  human  creatjpro 
from  anqthj^r :  her  imprisonment  lastjed  above  twenty 
years. — These  circumst4.nces  may  appear  strange  to 
an  EngKsh  reader ;  but  there  is  no  danger  in  the 
present  times,  that  any  individual  should  exercise 
such  tyranny  as  Colond  M'Guire**  with  impunity, 
Idbc  power  hmg  n9^  a^  i»  ik9  hands  9f  f  pyc^P* 
xptp^,  ^ivl  there  Vdn^  ng  pps^jiUty  of  ^phtalnin^ 
from  Parliament  an  act  of  indemnity  for  any  cruel- 
ties* 
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company  was  drinking  her  ladyship^s 
health,  and  begged  to  know  if  there  was 
any  thing  at  table  he  might  send,  her ;  and 
the  man  came  back,  after  the  sham  er- 
rand, with  my  lady  Rackrent's  compli- 
ments, and  she  was  very  much  obliged  to 
Sir  Kit — she  did  not  wish  for  any  thing, 
but  drank  the  company's  health. — ^The 
country,  to  be  sure,  talked  and  wondered 
at  my  lady's  being  shut  up,  but  nobody 
chose  to  interfere  or  ask  any  impertinent 
questions,  for  they  knew  my'  master  was 
a  man  very  apt  to  give  a  short  answer 
himself,  and  likely  to  call  a  man  out  for  it 
afterwards — ^he  was  a  famous  shot — ^had 
killed  his  man  before  he  came  of  age,  and 
nobody  scarce  dare  look  at  him  whilst  at 
Bath. — Sir  Kit's  character  was  so  well 
known  in  the  county,  that  he  Hved  in 
peace  and  quietness  ever  after,  and  was  a 

great 

Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 


(     SI     ) 

great  favorite  with  the  ladies,  especiaUy 
when  in  process  of  time,  in  the  fifth  year 
of  her  confinement,  my  lady  Stopgap  fell 
ill,  and  took  entirely  to  her  bed,  and  he 
gave  out  that  she  was  now  skin  and  bone, 
and  could  not  last  through  the  winter. — 
In  this  he  had  two  physicians*  opinions  to 
back  him  (for  now  he  called  in  two  phy- 
sicians for  her),  and  tried  all  his  arts  to  get 
the  diamond  cross  from  her  on  her  death 
bed,  and  to  get  her  to  make  a  will  in 
his  favour  of  her  separate  possessions — ^but 
she  was  there  too  tough  for  him — Reused  to 
swear  at  her  behind  her  back,  after  kneel- 
ing to  her  to  her  face,  and  call  her>  in  the 
presence  of  his  gentleman,  his  stiff-necked 
Israelite,  though  before  he  married  her, 
that  same  gentleman  told  me  he  used  to 
call  her  (how  he  could  bring  it  out  I  don't 
know  !)  "my  pretty  Jessica*' — ^To  be  sure, 
E  2  ,     it 
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it  must  have  been  hard  for  her  td  gttesi- 
wh^t  sort  of*  a  husband  he  teckoiied  t6 
ttiake  her — ^When  she  tvas  lying,  to  all 
tXptctBiiohy  ohhef  de^th-be'd>  of  a  broken 
he^rt,  1  could  not  but  pity  her,  though  she 
was  a  Jewish  5  and  considering  t06  it  was 
hb  fault  of  her's  to  be  taken  with  rty 
master  so  young  a^  she  Was  at  the  Bath, 
ind  so  fine  a  gentleman  as  Sir  Kit  was 
when  he  courted  her— and  considering 
too,  after  all  they  had  heard  and  seen  of 
him  ^&  z  husband,  there  were  now  no  less 
than  thr^e  ladies  in  our  county  tklked  of 
for  his  second  wife>  all  at  daggers  draw- 
ing with  each  other,  as  his  gentleman 
swote,  at  the  balls,  for  Sir  Kit  fot  their 
partner — I  could  not  but  think  them  be- 
witched, but  they  all  reasoned  with  them- 
selves, that  Sir  Kit  wOuld  m^ke  a  good 
husband  to  any  Christian,  but  a  Jewish,  t 

suppose^ 
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suppoff ,  aBi4  especially  ^?  )ie  was  myw  a 
reform^  r^ke  5  and  it  wa^  nojtknowp  hc^ 
my  lady's  fortuae  was  s^tled  in  hpr  wU3j 
nor  how  th^  Ca^tje  Raekrent  ^sta,te  w^s 
all  Cjortg^g^,  and  bonds  out  against  hirp, 
for  he  w^5  never  cured  of  his  gaming 
tridk§ — bi^t  th^t  was  the  opiy  fault  he  hadj 
God  bless  him  f 

My  lady  fetd  a  sort  of  fit,  ^xf^  k  w^s 
given  out  she  was  dead,  by  qwst^e  ; 
this  brought  things  to  a  sad  crisis  for  i^y 
poor  master— ope  of  the  three  l^die^  ?hew- 
ed  j^s  Jettqr^  to  her  brother,  and  plaiiped' 
bis  prpjpiises,  whilst  aiiothej  did  the  sagae^ 
I  doo't  mentioij  i^mes — Sir  Kit,  i^  hi^ 
defence,  said  he  would  mc^t  any  ^n  who 
dared  qiie^tion  his  copduct^  5ind  a^  tQ. 
the  ladiesi,  diey  must  settle  it  amongsA 
them  who  was  to  be  his  second,  aiwJ  his 
third,  and  his  fourth,  whilst  his  first  wai^ 
E  3  still 
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still  alive,  to  his  mortification  and  theirs. 
Upon  this,  as  upon  all  former  occasions, 
Tie  had  the  voice  of  the  country  with  him, 
on  account  of  the  great  spirit  and  pro- 
priety he  acted  with. — He  met  and  shot 
the  first  lady*s  brother — the  next  day  he 
called  out  the  second,  who  had  a  wooden 
leg,  and  their  place  of  meeting  by  ap* 
pointment  being  in  a  new  ploughed  field, 
the  wooden  leg  man  stuck  fast  in  it. — Sir 
Kit  seeing  his  situation,  with  great  can- 
dour fired  his  pistol  over  his  head,  upon 
which  the  seconds  interposed,  and  con- 
vinced the  parties  there  had  been  a  slight 
misunderstanding  between  them  5  there- 
upon they  $hook  hands  cordially,  and  went 
home  to  dinner  together. — ^This  gentle- 
man, to  shew  the  world  how  Aey  stood 
together,  and  by  the  advice  of  the  friends 
pf  both  parties  to  re-establish  his  sister's 
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injured  reputation,  went  out  with  Sir  Ki£ 
as.  his  second,  and  carried  his  message  next 
day  to  the  Idst  of  his  adversaries.— I  nevet 
saw  him  in  such  fine  spirits  as  that  day  Tie 
went  out — sure  enough  he  was  within 
aims-ace  of  getting  quit  handsomely  of  all 
his  enemies ;  but  unluckily^  after  hitting 
the  tooth-pick  out  of  his  adversary's  finger 
and  thumb,  he  received  a  ball  in  a  vital 
part,  and  was  brought  home,  in  little  better 
than  an  hour  after  the  affair,  speechless-, 
on  a  hand-barrow,  to  my  lady ;  we  got 
the  key  out  of  his  pocket  the  first  thing 
we  did,  and  my  son  Jason  ran  to  unlock 
the  harrack-foom^  where  ray  lady  had 
been  shut  up  for  seven  years,  to  acquaint 
her  with  the  fiatal  accident.— The  sur- 
prize bereaved  her  of  her  senses  at  first, 
nor  would  she  believe  but  we  were  put^ 
ling  $omie  new  trick  upon  her,  to  entrap 
E  4  her 
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her  out  of  her  jewels,  for  a  grrat  while^ 
till  Jason  bethought  himself  of  taking  hat 
to  tire  window,  and  shewed  her  the  men 
bringing  Sir  Kit  tip  the  avenue  upon  the 
hand-barrow,  which  had  immediately  lh« 
desired  effect ;  for  directly  she  burst  into 
tears,  and  pulling  her  cross  from  her  bor 
som,  she  kissed  it  vnih  as  great  devotion 
ias  ever  I  witnessed^  and  lifting  up  her 
iByes  to  Heaven,  uttered  some  ejaculation, 
which  none  present  heard— -but  I  tAie 
the  sense  of  it  to  be,  she  returtied  thsnts 
for  tiiis  unexpected  interposition  in  her 
fsivouTy  when  she  had  least  reason  to  ex- 
^ct  it, — My  master  was  ^eatly  lament* 
td — there  was  no  life  in  'him  when  w^ 
Jifted  him  off  the  bjinbw^  so  he  wa?s  lai4 
i>ut  immediately,  and  waked  the  same 
night.- — ^The  coimtry  was  all  in  '^  tfpKwq: 
fibput  him^  and  not^a  soal  but^ried'Shatnt 

ppon 
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upon  his  murderer,  who  would  l^ive  beeb 
hanged  surely,  if  he  trouW  have  heea 
broughft  to  his  triai,  whilst  the  gentleaica 
in  -fee  CDunty  were  up  atbout  it,  ^t  he 
very  prudently  withdirw  himself  to  the 
continent  before  the  afiair  was  made  .piAn 
Kc. — As  for  the  yomig  lady  who  was  the 
immediate  cause  of  tte  fatal  accident, 
however  intnooently,  «he  could  never  shew 
her  head  after  at  the  balls  in  tbe  coimty 
or  any  place,  and  by  the  advice  of  her 
fiiends  and  j^ysicians  dife  was  ordened 
ifioon  after  to  fiath^  where  it  was  expected, 
if  any  where  on  this  side  of  the  grave,  die 
woidd  meet  WJith  the  recovery  of  her 
fcealdi  and  ilbst  peace  of  mind.— As  a 
proof  of  his  gneat  ipopufctritv,  I  need  only 
add,  that  ihbm  was  ^  soiog  made  mpon 
my  master'^s  nontanaely  deadi  in  the  news^ 
papers^  which  was  in  eveiy  body's  moudi, 
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singing  up  and  down  through  the  country, 
even  down  to  the  mountains,  only  three 
days  after  his  unhappy  exit. — He  was 
also  greatly  bemoaned  at  the  Curragh, 
where  his  cattle  were  well  known,  and 
all  who  had  taken  up  his  bets  formerly 
were  particularly  inconsolable  for  his  loss 
to  society. — His  stud  sold  at  the  cant  at 
the  greatest  price  ever  known  in  the 
country  ^  his  favourite  horses  were  chiefly 
disposed  of  amongst  his  particular  friends, 
who  would  give  any  price  for  them  for 
his  sake ;  but  no  ready  money  was  re- 
quired by  the  new  heir,  who  wished  not 
to  displease  any  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
neighbourhood  just  upon  his  coming  to 
settle  amongst  them ;  so  a  long  credit  was 
given  where  requisite,  and  the  cash  has 
never  been  gathered  in  from  that  day  to 
this.  ^ ' 

But 
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But  to  return  to  my  lady. — She  got' 
surprisingly  well  after  my  master's  cie- 
cease.  No  sooner  was  it  known  for  cer- 
tain that  he  was  dead,  than  all  the  gen- 
tlemen within  twenty  miles  of  us  came  in 
a  body  as  it  were  to  set  my  lady  at  liberty, 
and  to  protest  against  her  confinement, 
which  they  now  for  the  first  time  under- 
stood was  against  her  own  consent.  The 
ladies  too  were  as  attentive  as  possible, 
striving  who  should  be  foremost  with  their 
morning  visits;  and  they  that  saw  the 
diamonds  spoke  very  handsomely  of  them; 
but  thought  it  a  pity  they  were  not  be- 
stowed, if  it  had  so  pleased  God,  upon  a 
lady  who  would  have  become  them  better. 
All  these  civilities  wrought  little  with  my 
lady,  for  she  had  taken  an  unaccountable 
prejudice  against  the  country  and  every 
thing  belonging  to  it,  and  was  so  partial 
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to  her  native  land,  that  after  parting  vrith 
the  cook,  which  ^e  did  immediately  upoa 
my  master's  decease,  I  never  knew  her 
easy  one  instant,  night  or  day,  but  when 
die  was  packing  up  to  leave  us.  Had 
she  meant  to  make  any  stay  in  Ireland,  I 
stood  a  great  chance  of  being  a  great  fa- 
vorite with  her,  for  when  she  found  I 
understood  the  weather-cock,  she  wa«  al- 
ways finding  some  pjetcnce  to  be  talking 
to  me,  and  asking  me  which  way  the 
wind  blew,  and  was  it  tikely,  did  I  think, 
to  continue  fair  for  England. — But  when 
I  saw  she  had  made  up  her  mind  to -spend 
Ac  rest  of  her  days  upon  tier  own  iacoBae 
and  jewels  in  England,  I  considered  hcf 
quite  as  a  foreigner,  and  not  st  aH  9sxy 
longer  as  part  of  the  famfly. — She  |;ave  na 
frails  to  the  servants  ait  Castle  Rackrent  at 
partir^,  aiatwifbstanding  tibc  old  prov.ei!b 
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of  "  as  rich  as  aJexv^  which,  she  being 
a  Jetrish,  they  built  upon  with  reason — 
But  from  first  to  last  she  brought  nothing 
but  misfortunes  amongst  us;  and  if  it  had 
not  been  all  along  with  her,  his  honor  Sir 
Kit  would  have  been  now  alive  in  all  ap- 
pearance.— Her  diamond  cross  was,  they 
Say,  at  the  bottom  of  it  all ;  and  it  was  a 
shame  for  her,  being  his  wife,  not  to  show 
more  duty,  and  to  have  given  it  up  when 
he  condescended  to  ask  so  often  for  such 
a  bit  of  a  trifle  in  his  distresses,  espe- 
cially when  he  all  along  made  it  no  secret 
he  married  for  money. — But  we  will  not 
bestow  another  thought  upon  her — This 
much  I  thought  it  lay  upon  my  conscience 
to  say,  in  justice  to  my  poor  master^s  me- 
mory. 

'Tis  an  ill  wind  that  blows  nobody  no 

good — ^the  same  wind  that  took  the  Jew 
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Lady  Rackrent  over  to  England  brought 
over  the  new  heir  to  Castle  Rackrent. 

Here  let  me  pause  for  breath  in  my 
story,  for  though  I  had  a  great  regard  for 
every  member  of  the  family,  yet  without 
compare  Sir  Conolly,  commonly  called  for 
short  amongst  his  friends  Sir  Condy  Rack- 
rent,, was  ever  my  great  favorite,  and  in- 
deed the  most  universally  beloved  man  I 
had  ever  seen  or  heard  of,  not  excepting 
his  great  ancestor  Sir  Patrick,  to  whose 
memory  he,  amongst  other  instances  of 
generosity,   erected  a  handsome  marble 
stone  in  the  church  of  Castle  Rackrent, 
setting  forth  in  large  letters  his  age,  birth, 
parentage,  and  many  other  virtues,  con- 
cluding with  the  compliment  so  justly  duje> 
that  «*  Sir  Patrick  Rackrent  lived  and  died 
"  a  monument  of  old  Irish  hospitality." 

CON- 
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HISTORY  OF  SIR  CONOLLY 
RACKRENT. 

i^IR  Condy  Rackrent,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  heir  at  law  to  the  Castle  Rackrent 
estate,  was  a  remote  branch  of  the  fa- 
mily :  bom  to  little  or  .no  fortune  of  his 
own,  he  was  bred  to  the  bar,  at  which 
having  many  friends  to  push  him,  and  no 
mean  natural  abilities  of  his  own,  he 
doubtless  would  in  process  of  time,  if  he 
could  have  borne  the  drudgery  of  that 
study,  have  been  rapidly  made  king^s 
counsel  at  the  least — But  things  were  dis- 
posed 
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posed  of  otherwise,  and  he  never  Went 
circuit  but  twice,  and  then  made  no  figure 
for  want  of  a  fee,  and  being  unable  to 
speak  in  public.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation chiefly  in  the  coHege  of  Dublin  i 
but  before  he  came  to  years  of  discretion, 
lived  in  the  country  in  a  small  but  slated 
house,  within  view  of  the  end  of  the  ave- 
nue. I  remember  him  bare-footed  and 
headed,  running  through  the  street  of 
CShaughlin's  town,  and  playing  at  pitch 
and  toss,  ball,  marbles,  and  what  not, 
with  the  boys  of  the  town,  amongst  whom 
my  son  Jason  was  a  great  favorite  with  him. 
As  for  me,  he  was  ever  my  white-headed 
boy*— often*s  the  time  when  I  would  call 

in 

*  WhiU-ht^^d  itfy— IS  as«ed  by  tb^  Irish  as  f^ 
egression  of  fondness.^ It  is  upon  %  par  with  the 
English  term  crony, — We  are  at  a  loss  for  the  deri- 
vation of  this  term. 
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in  at  his  father's,  where  I  was  always, 
made  welcome,  he  would  slip  down  to 
me  in  the  kitchen,  and  love  to  sit  on  my 
knee  whilst  I  told  him  stories  of  the  family 
and  the  blood  from  which  he  was  sprung, 
and  how  he  might  look  forward,  if  the 
then  present  man  should  die  without  chil- 
der,  to  being  at  the  head  of  &e  Castle 
Rackrent  Estate.— This  was  then  spoke 
quite  and  clear  at  random  to  please  the 
child,  but  it  pleased  Heaven  to  accom- 
plish my  prophecy  afterwards,  which  gave 
him  a  great  opinion  of  my  judgment  iu 
business.  He  went  to  a  little  grammar 
school  with  many  others,  and  my  son 
amongst  the  rest,  who  was  in  his  class, 
and  not  d  little  useful  to  him  in  his  book 
learmngi  which  he  acknowledged  with 
gratitude  ever  after.  iThese  rudiments  of 
hi^  education  thus  completed,  he  got  a 
F  horse- 
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borsebacky  ta  which ^xercise  he  was  ever 
addicted^  and  used  to  gallop  over  the 
country  whilst  yet  but  a  slip  of  a  boy, 
under  the  care  of  Sir  Kit's  huntsman,  whq 
was  very  fond  of  hum,  and  often  lent  him^ 
bis  gim  and  took  himout  a  shooting  under 
his  own  eye.  By  these  r^ans  he  became 
well  acquainted  and. popular  amongst  the 
poor  in  the  neighbourhood  early,  for  th^m 
was  not  a  cabin  at  which  he ,  had  not 
stopped  some  moiqing  or  other  alcaig  wit^ 
the  huntsn^n,  to  drink  a  glass  of  burnt 
whiskey  out  of  an  egg-shelj,  to  do  him  good^ 
and  warm  ][iis  heart,  ^nd  drive  the  cqIcJ 
out  of  his  stomach. — ^The  old  ptople  al- 
ways told  him  he  was  a  great  likeness  of 
Sr  l^atrickflr  ^hich  made  him  fir^  hjaya 
an  ^biti^n  to  take  after  ]iim>  as  £ir  a$ 
his  fortune  shoujd  allow,^  He  left  us- 
wl^eu  of  an  gge  to  enter  tile  college,,,  ami 
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there  cdmpleted  his  education  and  nine- 
teenth year ;  for  as  he  was  not  bom  to  an' 
estate,  his  friends  thought  it  incumbent 
on  Aem  to  give  him  the  best  education 
which  could  be  had  for  love  or  money, 
^nd  a  great  deal  of  money  consequently 
was  spent  upon  him  at  college  and  Tem- 
ple— He  was  very  little  altered  for  the* 
worse,  by  what  he  saw  there  of  the  great 
world,  for  when  he  came  down  into  thq 
country  to  pay  us  a  visit  we  thought  him 
just  the  same  man  as  ever,  hand  and  glove 
with  ev^ry  one,  and  as  far  from  high; 
though  not  without  his  own  proper  share 
of  family  pride,  as  any  man  ever  you  see. 
Latterly,  seeing  how  Sir  Kit  and  the 
Jewish  lived  together,  and  that  there  was 
no  one  between  him  and  the  Castle  Rack- 
tent  estate,  he  neglected  to  apply  to  the 
Jaw  as  much  as  was  expected  of  him,  and 
F  2  secretly 
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secretly,  many  of  the  tenants,  and  others, 
advanced  hhn  cash  upon  his  note  of  hand 
value  received,  promising  bargains  of 
leases  and  lawful  interest  should  he  ever 
come  into  the  estate. — ^AU  this  was  kept 
a  great  secret,  for  fear  the  present  man 
hearing  of  it  should  take  it  into  his  head 
to  take  it  ill  of  poor  Condy,  and  so  should 
cut  him  off  for  ever  by  levying  a  fine,  and 
suffering  a  recovery  to  dock  the  entail — 
Sir  Murtagh  would  have  been  the  man 
for  that,  but  Sir  Kit  was  too  much  taken 
up  philandering  to  consider  the  law  in 
this  case — or  any  other. — ^These  practices 
I  have  mentioned  account  for  the  state  of 
his  affairs,  I  mean  Sir  Condy's,  upon  his 
coming  into  the  Castle  Rackrent  estates- 
He  could  not  command  a  penny  of  his 
first  year's  income,  which,  and  keeping 
no  accounts,  and  the  great  sight  of  com* 
pany  he  did,  with  many  other  causes- too 
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mimerous  to  mention,  was  the  origin  of 
his  distresses. — My  son  Jason,  who  was 
now  established  agent,  and  knew  every 
thing,  explained  matters  out  of  the  face 
to  Sir  ConoUy,  and  made  him  sensible  o£ 
his  embarrassed  situation.  With  a  great 
pominal  rejnt-poH,  it  was  almpst  all  paid 
away  in  interest,  which  being  for  conve- 
nience suffered  to  run  on,  soon  doubled 
the  principla,  and  Sir  Condy  was  obli- 
gated to  pass  new  bond«  for  the  interest, 
now  grown  principal;,  and  so  on.  Whilst 
this  was  going  on,  my  soil  requiring  to 
be  paid  for  his  trouble,  and  many  years 
service  in  the  family  gratis,  and  Sir  Condy 
Dot  willing  to  take  his  ^fl^s  into  his  own 
bands,  or  to  look  th^m  even  in  the  face, 
he  gave,  my  son  a  bargain  of  some  acres 
which  fell  out  of  lease  at  a  reasonable 
rent  J  Jason  set  the  land  as  soon  as  his 
F  3  lease. 
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Irtse  was  sealed  to  urider-tehaots,  t6  itAke 
the  rent,  and  got  two  hundred  a  year 
profit  rent,  which  was  Ifttk  iefiough,  con- 
sidering his  long  agency.— He  bought  the 
land  at  twelve  years  purchase  two  years 
afterwards^  when  Sir  Cpndy  was  puslied 
for  money  on  an  execution,  and  was  at 
the  same  time  allowed  for  his  iihprove- 
tnents  thereon,  There  was  a  sort  of  hunt- 
ing lodge  upon  the  estate  convenient  to 
my  son  Jason's  land,  which  he  liad  his 
eye  upon  about  this  time ;  and  he  was  a 
little  jealous  of  Sir  Condy,  who  talked  of 
setting  it  to  a  strangej^^  who  was  just 
come  into  the  country — Captain  Money- 
gawl  wias  the  man ;  he  was  son  and  heit 
to  the  Moneygawls  of  Mount  Juliet's 
town,  who  had  a  great  estate  iii  the  next 
county  to  ours,  and  my  master  was  loth 
to  disobKge  theyotmg  gentleman,  whos:e 
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lieart  was  set  upon  tlie  lodge;  so  he 
wrote  Tikn  back  that  the  lodge  was  at  his 
service,  ami  tf  he  would  honor  him  with 
his  company  at  Castle  Rackrent^  they 
could  ride  over  together  some  morning 
and  look  alt  it  before  signing  the  lease.— 
Accordingly  thfe  Captain  came  over  to  us, 
imd  he  aad  Sir  Condy  grew  the  greatest 
friends  ever  you  see,  and  were  for  ever 
out  a  shooting  or  a  hunting  together^  and 
were  veiy  m^rry  in  the  evenings^,  and  Sir 
Condy  was  invited  sof  cojarse  to  Mount 
Juliet's  town^  and  ftie  family  intimacy 
that  had  3t)een  in  Si^  Patrick's  time 
wa^  now  recollected^  and  nothing  wouW 
^erve  Sir  Cpndy  bi^t  he  must  be  three 
Jimes  a  week  at  the  least  with  his  ntvf 
friends — ^which  grieved  nie,  v^o  knew  by 
the  Captain's  groonj  ^nd  gentleman  how 
}hey  talked  of  him  at  Mount  JuUet'-fi  town, 
F  4  m^ng 
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making  him  quite^  as  one  may  say,  a 
laughing  stock  and  a  butt  for  the  whole 
Company :  but  they  were  soon  cured  of 
that  by  an  accident  that  surprised  'em  not 
a  little,  as  it  did  me.-r^There  was  a  bit  of 
a  scrawl  found  upon  the  waiting  maid  of 
old  Mr.  Moneygawl's  youiigest  daughter 
Miss  Isabella,  that  l^id  open  the  whole  5 
and  her  father,  th,ey  say>  was  like  one 
out  of  his  right  mind,  ^nd  swore  it  was 
the  last  thing  he  ever  should  have  thought 
of  when  heiunvited  my  master  to  his  house, 
that  his  daughter  shoijld  think  of  such  a 
match, — ^But  their  tajk  signified  not  a 
strayiT;  for  as  Miss  Isabella's  maid  re» 
ported,  her  young  mistress  was  fallen  over 
head  and  ears  in  love  with  Sir  Condy, 
from  the  first  time  that  ever  her  brother 
l^rought  him  into  the  house  to  dinner :  the 
servant  who  waited  that  day  behind  my 

master's 
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master^B  chair  was  the  first  who  knew  it; 
as  hi^  says ;   though  it's  hard  to  believe 
him,  for  he  aitf  not  tell  till  a  ^reat  wliiie* 
aftcrtv^ards ;  but  however,  it's  likely  enough 
as  tHe  thiilg  turned  out  that  he  was  not 
for  out  of  the  way ;  for  towards  the  middle 
of  dinner,  as  he  says,  Aey  were  talking 
of  stage  plays,  having  a  play-house,  and 
being  great  play  actors  at  Mount  Juliet* s 
town,  and  Miss  Isabella  turns  short  to 
my  master  and  says — ^*  Have  you  seen 
Hie  playfbiU,  SirCondy  ?"— •«  No,  I  have 
aot,"  said  he. — *^  Then  more  shame  for 
you,  (said  the  Captain  her  brother)  not  to 
know  that  my  sister  is  to  play  Juliet  to* 
night,  who  plays  it  better  than  any  woman 
on  or  off  ^ the  stage  in  all  Ireland/' — "  I 
am  very  happy  to  hear  it,"  said  Sir  Gondy^ 
and  diere  the  matter  dropped  for  the  pre- 
sent ;  but  Sir  Condy  all  this  time,  and  a 

gre^t 
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grtat  wbile  ftfterwards,  was  at  a  teit&lv 
aonplus,  for  he  had  do  liking  not  he  to 
•ttige  plays^  nor  to  Miss  Isabdla  dtb^  ^ 
to  his  nund,  as  it  xame  out  drer  a  bowt 
of  whi^y  pundi  at  li(»ne,  hb  little  Jiidjr 
M^Quirky  who  was  daughter  to  a  sister'^ 
9on  of  mine^  was  worth  twenty  of  Mis« 
Isabella<**-He  had  seen  her  <^ten  when  6e 
stopped  at  her  fath^'s  cabin  to  diink: 
whiskey  out  of  die  egg^sbeU^  out  of  husit^ 
ing,  before  he  came  to  die  estate,  and  as 
iiie  gave  out  was  under  something  like  a 
promise  of  marriage  to  her— rAny  how  % 
could  not  but  pity  my  poor  iha^er^  who 
was  so  bothered  between  them,  and  he 
an  easy-faeartai.man  that  could  not  dis^ 
objige  nobckiy,  ;God  bless  him.    To  be 
4Hre  it  was  not  his  place  to  bdraveuttf 
generous  to  Miss  Isabella,  who  had  dis- 
i^liged  all  her  relations  for  his  ^ake>  as 

he 
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he  remarked ;  and  then  sht  was  locketf 
up  in  hex  chamber  and  forbid  to  thhiK  of 
him  any 'more,  which  raised  his  spiilt, 
because  his  fafmily  was,  as  he  observed^ 
^s  good  as  theirs  at  any  rate,  and  the 
Rackrents  a  suitable  match  for  the  Money- 
gowh  any  day  in  the  year  5  all  which  was 
true  enough^  but  it  grieved  me  to  see 
fhat  upon  the  strength  of  all  this  Sir  Condy 
Was  growing  more  in  the  mind  to  carry 
off  Miss  Isabella  to  Scotland,  in  spite  of 
her  relations,  as  she  desired, 

"It's  all  over  with  our  poor  Judy  \^  said 
I,  with  a  heavy  sigh,  making  bold  to  speak 
to  him  one  night  when  he  was  a  iittle 
cheerful,  and  standing  in  the  servant's 
hall  all  alone  with  me,  as  was  often  his 
cilstom — "  Not  at  all  (said  he)  I  never  was 
fonder  of  Judy  than  at  this  present  speak* 
jng,  and  to  prove  it  to  you,  (said  he^  and 

ha 
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he  took  from  my  hand  a  halQ>enny,  change 
that*  I  had  just  got  along  with  my  to- 
bacco) ;  and  to  prove  it  to  you,  Thady, 
says  he,  it's  a  toss  up  with  me  which  I 
shall  marry  this  minute,  her  or  Mr.  Mo- 
jaeygawl  of  Mount  Juliet's  Town's  daugh* 
ter — so  it  is" — "  Oh,  boo!  boo*!  (says 
I,  making  light  of  it,  to  see  what  he  would 
go  on  to  next) — ^your  honor's  joking,  to 
be  sure,  there's  no  compare  between  our 
poor  Judy  and  Miss  Isabella,  who  has  a 
great  fortune,  they  say." — "  I'm  not  a  man 
to  mind  a  fortune,  nor  never  was,  (said  Sir 
Condy  proudly,)  whatever  her  friends  may 
say,  and  to  make  short  of  it,  (says  he)  I'm 
come  to  a  determination  upon  the  spot  ^" 
with  that  he  swore  such  a  terrible  oath, 

as 

*  Boo!  Boo!  za  exclamation  equivalent  to  Pdaw  ! 
or  NoMfen^e, 
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as  made  me  *  cross  myself — ^'  and  by  this 
book,  (said  he,  snatching  up  my  ballad 
book,  mistaking  it  for  my  prayer-book, 
which  lay  in  the  window) — and  by  this 
booky  (said  he)  and  by  all  the  books  that 
ever  were  shut  and  opened— -it's  come  to 
a  toss  up  with  me,  and  I'll  stand  or  fall  by 
the  toss,  and  so,  Thady,  hand  me  over 
that  fpm  out  of  the  ink-horn,"  and  he 
makes  a  cross  on  the  smooth  side  of  the 
halfpenny — *'  Judy  M*Cluirk,(said  he)  her 
mark,  J"  God  bless  him !  his  hand  was  a 

little 

*  Ji  made  me  cms  m^se/f-^Tht  Roman  Catholics, 
+  Pirn  read  /e«— it  formerly  was  vulgarly  pro* 
nouDced  fin  in  Ireland. 

XHer  mark^It  was  the  custom  in  Ireland  for 
those  who  could  not  write^  to  make  a  cross  to  stand 
for  their  signature,  as  was  formerly  the  practice  of 
•ur  English  monarchs.— The  Editor  inserts  the  fac 

sioiile 
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Kttle  unsteadied  by  all  the  whiskey  punch 
he  had  taken,  but  it  was  plain  to  see  his 
heart  was  for  poor  Judy. — My  heart  was 
all  as  one  as  in  my  mouth,  when  I  saw 
the  halfpenny  up  in  the  air,  but  I  said  no- 
thing at  all,  and  when  it  came  down,  I 
was  glad  I  had  kept  myself  to  myself,  for 
to  be  sure  now  it  was  all  over  with  poor 
Judy. — "  Judy's  out  a  luck,"  said  1*, 
striving  to  laugh — ^  I'm  out  a  luck,*'  said 
iie,  and  I  never  saw  a  man  look  so 
cast  down  j  he  took  up  the  halfpenny  off 
the  flag,  and  walked  away  quite  sobered 
like  by  the  shofV:,^— Now  thoiigh  as,  e^sy 

timile  of  an  Irish  mark,  which  may  hereafter  be  va* 

luable  to  a  judicious  antiquary-— 

•        '         Her 
:  >  Judy  K  MfOiMrk 

JV«?rk. 
In  bonds  or  notes,  signed  in  this  manner,  9  wit« 

aess  is  requisite^  as  the  name  i«  frequently  writtea 
by  him  or  hei^ 
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a  man  you  would  tlibk  as  any  iti  the  wide 
world,  there  was  no  such  thing  as  making 
him  unsay  one  of  these  sort  of  vows*> 
which  he  had  learned  to  reverence  when 
^  young,  as  I  weU  remember  teaching  him 
to  toss  up  for  bog  berries  on  my  knee,^ — 
So  I  saw  the  affair  was  as  good  as  settled 

between 

*  Fpvfs^-^lt  Las  been  malkioiislir   an4  uz^ufdjr 
hinted,  that  the  lower  classes  of  the  people  in  Ire* 
land  pay  but  little  regard  to  oaths  5  yet  it  is  certaia 
Ihat  some  oaths  or  vows  have  great  power  over  their 
minds.— Sometimes  they  swear  they  will  be  rcvcng* 
^.00  some  of  tiieir  Boighboars  >  this  is  an  oath  thef 
$crcr  toe  known  ta  break.-*Bat  what  k  iisteiteljr 
more  extraordinary  and  luiaccoUQtaUc,  they  Mine? 
timet  make  a  vow  against  whiskey  1  t^^esQ  Yowi  axp 
usually  limited  tp  a  short  time. — A.  woman  whohi^ 
a  drunken  husband  is  most  fortunate  if  she  can  pre- 
vail upon  him  to  go' to  the  priest/  and  noiake  a  vow 
l^^aittst  whiskey  for  a  year^  or  a  months  or  a  wetir^ 

traday« 
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between  him  and  Miss  Isabella,   and  / 
had  no  more  to  say  but  to  wish  her  joy, 
which  I  did  the  week  afterwards  upon 
her  return  finom  Scotland  with  my  poor 
master. 

My  new  lady  was  young,  as  might  be 
supposed  of  a  lady  th^i  had  been  carried 
off  by  her  own  consent  to  Scotland,  but 
I  could  only  see  her  at  the  first  through 
her  veil,  which,  from  bashfulness  or  fa- 
shion, she  kept  over  her  face — ^^  And  am 
I  to  walk  through  all  this  crowd  of  people, 
my  dearest  love,"  said  she  to  Sir  Concly, 
meaning  us  servants  and  tenaBti^  who  had 
gatfaeredat  the  back  gate — '^  My  dear  (said 
SirCondy)  there's  nothing  for  it  but  to' wait  j 
or  to  let  me  carry  you  as  far  as  the  house, 
for  yoii  see  the  back  road's  too  narrow 
for  a  carriage,  and  the  great  piers  have 
tangled  down  across  the  front  approach. 
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$0  there's  po  driving  the  right  way  by  rea.- 
son  of  the  ruins" — ^^  Plato,  thou  reasonest 
well !"  sai4  she,  or  words  to  that  effect, 
which  I  <?Quid  BO  ways  understand  s  an4 
^g9m,  whepi^  her  foot  stumbled  against  a 
broken  bit  of  a  car  whe^J,  ?he  cried  out— ^ 
^«  Angels  ;tnd  n^nisters  of  grace,  defend 
m !" — ^Weil,  thought  I,  to  be  sum  if  she's 
no  Jewish  like  the  Jiaist,  sljie  is  a  naad  wo- 
m^n  for  Certaw,  which  is  as  bad :  i^  would 
have  been  as  well  for  my  poor  master  tp 
have  tf^ken  up  witfe  pow  Judy,  wh9  is  im 
her  right  mipcd  my  bow. 

She  Wrs^  dresfsed  like  a  mad  womA^j 
mweov€«f,  mprp  tbaipi  like  a»y  one  J  evj^f 
saw  afore  or  since,  and  I  coidd  not  tak^ 
my  eyes  pff  her,  but  still  jfdlowed  behind 
her,  and  her  fe^itth^s  on  tlve  top  of  her  hat 
were  broke  gqing  in  at  the  low  back 
^dooii  and  she  pull^  outhw litttel:HJt;tJle 
G  out 
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put  of  her  pocket  to  sm6ll  to  when  shi 
found  herself  in  the  kitchen,  and  said,  "  I 
shall  faint  with  the  heat  of  this  odious, 
odtous  place" — "  My  dear,  it^s' only  three 
%teps  across  the  kitchen,  and  there's  a  fine 
air  if  your  veil  was' up,"  said  Sir  Condy, 
and  with  that  threw  back  her  veil,  so  that 
i  had  then  a'fiilJ  sight  of  her  face;  she 
hadiiot  at  ail  the  colour  of  one  going  to 
•faint,  but  a  fine  complexion  of  her,  Own, 
as  I  then  took  it  to  4>e,  though  her  maid 
told  me  after  it  was  all  put  on  ;  but  even 
complexion  and  all  taken  in,  rfie  was  no 
way,  in  point  of  goofl  looks,  to  compare 
ho  poor  Judy  ^  and  with  all  she  had  a 
quality  toss  vJ^ith  her  j  but  may  be  it  was 
my  over  ^rti^ity  to  Judy,  into  whpse 
place  ^f  may  ^ay  she  fetept,  that- made  'me 
ndtice  all  feis.-^To  d(y'  hex  jukice,  how- 
'ever>  she  was,  when  w^  came  to  know 
ru^j  >        .  her 


y  Google 


(    83     ) 

her  better,  very  liberal  in  her  house-^eep* 
ing,  nothing  at  all  of  the  Skin-flint  in  her ; 
she  left  every  thiiig  to  the  housekeeper, 
and  hfer  owh  maid,  Mrs.  Jane,  who  went 
with  her  to  Scotland,  gave  her  the  best  of 
characters  for  generosity  5  she  seldom  or 
ever  wore  a  thing  twice  the  same  way, 
Mrs.  Jane  told  u$,  and  wafe  always  pull- 
ing her  things  to  pieces,  and  giving  them 
away,  never  beiiig  used  in  het  father's 
house  to  think  of  expence  in  any  thing— 
and  she  reckoned,  to  be  sure,  to  go  on 
thq  .S4ni€}  way  at.  Castle  Rackrentj  but 
when  I  came  to  enquire,  I  learned  that 
her  father  was  so  mad  with  her  for  run- 
ning oflf  after  his  locking  her  up,  and  for-» 
bidding  her  to  Ihiak  any  n^ore  of  Sir 
Condy,  that  he  would  not  give  hfer  a  far4 
thing ;  and  it  was  lucky  for  her  she  had  a 
few  thousmds  of  her.  own,  which  had  been 
G2  left 
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kft  to  ber  by  t  good  grandmother,  ah4 
these  were  very  cottventent  to  b^gin  with* 
My  master  fend  my  lady  tet  out  in  great 
idle*,  d«ey  had  the  fittest  eo&di  and  ch^ 
Hot^  amd  horses  and  fif^m^v  ai^  tra^  ^ 
greatest  dash  m  the  county^^fetUffiingtiidrf 
wedding  visits  !---and  it  was  immediately 
imported  that  her  fikther  had  uiUdertak^ii  t^ 
pay  all  my  masier'^  dtbts,^  aad  of  qom^pq 
all  his  trad^s^eii  gave  him  a  m^  credit^ 
and  every  thing  Went  eft  smadtt  ttnooA> 
and  I  c6uM  not  bftt  ^id^ame  ifey  kdy^^ 
^tirit^  amfd  was  pt««d  to  ^e  Cas^  Rack- 
tent  ^m  fe  bll  its  gk^^^^^-My  laidy  had 
a  fine  tast^  foi:  tniild^  a«(d  f^Mnltdrey  and 
piay-house9>'  ati^  )9fee  iwned  every  thing 
t^sy-tur<7,  tirid  made  iftie  batWict-roWn 
kito  a  theatii^^  ^  ^  <^lted  it>  bnd  tl^ 
went  on  a%  if  ^^  had  a  miM  ^  itimtey 
an h^relbows  ^nd  to  hk  4iim  I  ^tm^ 
I  she 
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^  knew  best,  especmlly  »3  Sir  Condf 
said  nodiiag  to  it  one  way  or  the  mimf. 
All  he  ftsked,  God  bJe§9  him  1  wis  to  live 
in  peace  wid  quietnes?,  and  have  Im 
bottle,  or  his  whiskey  punish  at  night  t0 
himself.— Now  this  was  UttJe  enough^  to 
be  siire,  for  any  gentlemab,  but  my  lady 
wudn*t  abide  the  smcU  of  the  v^dwy 
punch. — ^'  My  deaf,  (says  he)  yw  fike4 
it  well  enoiigh  before  we  were  mirrie^ 
*nd  why  oot  now  ?'*-r-.^^  My  dear^  (saifi 
«he)  I  never  smelt  it,  or  I  assure  yoa  2 
phould  neyer  have  prevailed  joipot^  Mfpci£ 
to  xrmry  yo»/ W«  My  dear,  I  aim  e^mf 
you  did  not  fimdl  it,  bui  we  oao't  help 
thatnow^  (retunsied  my  paaiitcr^  wilhMt 
l^tiug  faiimelf  k  a  |Msipii^  pr  gotng  out 
0f  his  way»  but  just  &ir  aod  mtsy  helped 
iu9i$elf  to  another  g}as^,a»d  dffinkit  off  to 
faeri^oodbeaith:)  AUthisthilHilkrioiil 
G3  me^ 
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me,  who  was  going  backwards  and  for- 
wards unnoticed  with  the  jug,  and  hot 
water,  and  sugar,  and  all  he  thought 
wanting. — ^Upon  my  master's  swallowing 
the  last  glass  of  whiskey  punch,  my  lady 
hufkt  into  tears,  calling  him  an  ungrateful, 
base,  barbarous  wretch !  and  went  off 
into  a  fit  of  hysterics,  as  I  think  Mrs. 
Jane  tailed  it,  ?ind  my  poor  master  ^^as 
greatly  frighted,  this  being  the  first  thing 
of  the  kind  he  had  seen ;  and  he  fell 
iBtrai^t  on  his  knees  before  her,  and,  like 
£t  good-hearted  craturas  he  was,  ordered 
tile  whiskey  punch  out  of  the  room,  and 
4M:  'em  throw  open  all  the  windows,  and 
icur^d  himself,  and  then  my  lady  came 
«o  herself  again,  and  when  she  saw  him 
Bmeeling  there,  bid  him  get  up,  and  not 
foreswear  hiniself  any  more,  for  that  she 
'^iras  sure  he  did  not  love  her,  laor  nev€r 
f  ^    '  had. 
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had  (this  we.le^mt  from  Mrs^Jane^  who 
was  the  only  person  left  present  at  all, 
Ais-4-**,  My  dear,   (retujpiB ,  my  >  master^ 
thmkingto  be. sure  of  Judy,  as  weJJk |i«* 
might)  whoever  told  you  so  is  an  incen^ 
diary,   and  I'll  have  'em  turned  out  of 
the  house  this  minute,  if  you'll,  oply  l?i 
me  know   which   of   them:  ife^w^^.'^r-^ 
^  Told  me  what  ?"  says  itiy  ladyj  tf  artapgr 
upright  in  her  chair. — "  J^othing,   ncH 
Aing  at  all,  (said  my  maste^Ci  seeing  he 
h^d  ovewhot  himself,  and  that  my  :l^dy 
spoke  at  random)  :but  what  you  said  j^s| 
now.thatl  did  not  lovfe  y<yu>  Bella,  w^i(> 
told  you  that?? — ^^  My  own  sense,'' ^ftid 
$he,  a^id  she  put  h6r  hai^dferchief  ,40  \e^ 
face,    aftd  leant  b.atk!  upon  Mr^r  Jaa?^ 
and  fell  to  jiobbiag.aS  if  her  heart  would 
break.— '^  Why^ijyow  Bella,. ^lv,$  is  very 
strange  of  you,  i($md  my  poor  m^ter)  if  no- 
Q  4  body 
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body  has  told  you  nothing,  what  is  it  you 
are  taking  cm  for  at  this  rent,  and  ex^ 
posuig  yourself  and  me  lor  this  wiy  ?" — 
*'  Oh  say  no  more,  say  no  more,  every 
word  you  s&y  kills  me,  (cried  my  lady, 
and  she  ran  on  like  one,  as  Mrs.  Jane 
says,,  raving) — Oh  Sir  Condy,  Sir  Condy ! 
I  that  had  hoped  to  find  a^^— ^-^^^  Why 
noyr  faith  this  is  a  Uttle  too  much ;  do 
Bella,  try'  to  recollect  yourself,  my  dear } 
am  not  I  your  husband,  and  of  your  own 
dmsing,  and  is  not  that  etiough  ?" — ^'  Ofa 
to6  much!  too  muth!''  crfed  my  lady, 
bringing  her  haiids;— ^^  Why,  my  dear, 
eome  to  your  right  senses  for  the  love  of 
Beavt^n — see  is  nxM  the  wfaid^ey  punchy 
jug  and  bowl  HJHiA  all,  gone  oiut  of  ^ 
room  long  ago?  What  is  It  in  the  widt 
wbrid  you  have  to  complain  of  P'^-^Biit 
atiU  my  htAf  sobbed  ai^  sobbed,  and 

called 
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called  herself  the  most  wretched  of  tra* 
men}  and  among  <^her  out  of  the  waj 
provolcing  thmgs,  asked  my  master,  was 
be  fit  company  for  her,  and  he  drinking 
all  night. — This  nettling  him,  which  it 
was  hard  to  do,  he  replied,  that  as  to 
drinking  all  night,  he  was  then  as  soher 
as  she  was  herself,  and  thkt  it  was  no  mat^ 
ter  how  much  a  man  drank,  provided  it  did 
no  ways  affect  or  stagger  him — ^that  as 
to  being  fit  company  for  her,  he  diought 
himself  of  a  family  to  be  fit  company  for 
any^ordor  lady  in  the  land,  but  that  he 
never  |>revented  her  from  seeing  and  keep* 
ing  what  company  she  pleased,  and  that 
be  had  done  his  best  to  make  Castib 
Rackret^t  pleasing  to  her  since  her  mat^ 
riage,  having  always  had  the  house  ful 
of  visitors,  and  if  her  own  relations  wem 
oot  an^ngst  thenu  he  said,  that  was 

their 
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their  own  fault  and  their  prid6*s  fault, 
of  which  he  was  sorry  to  find  her  lady- 
ship had  so  unbecoming  a  share — So  con- 
cluding, he  took  his  candle  and  walked 
off  to  his  room,  and  my  lady  was  in  her 
tantarums  for  three  days  after^  and  would 
have  been  so  much  longer,  no  doubt,  but 
some  of  her  friends,  young  ladies  and 
cousins  and  second  cousins,  came  to  Castle 
Rackrent,  by  my  poor  master's  express 
invitation,  to  see  her,  and  ^he  was  in  a 
hurry  to  get  up,  as  Mrs.  Jaiie  called  it,  a 
play  for  them,  and  so  got  well,  and  was 
as  finely  dressed  and  as  happy  to  look  at 
as  ever,  and  all  the  young  ladies  who 
used  to  be  in  her  room  dressing  of  her 
said  in  ^  Mrs.  Jane's  hearing,  that  my 
lady  was  thfe  happiest  bride  ever  they 
had  seen,  and  that  to  be  siu*e  a  love 
match  was  the  only  thing  for  happiniss, 

where 
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-where  the  parties  could  any  way  affonl 
it. 

As  to  affording  it,  God  knows  it  was 
little  they  knew  of  the  matter  5  my.lady^s 
few  thousands  could  not  last  for  ever, 
especially  the  way  she  went  on  with 
them,  and  letters  from  tradesfolk  came 
every  post  thick  and  threefold,  with  bilb 
as  long  as  my  arm  of  years  and  years  stand- 
ing ;  my  son  Jason  had  'em  all  handed 
over  to  him,  and  the  pressing  letters  were 
all  unread  by  Sir  Condy,  who  hated  trou- 
ble and  could  never  be  brought  to  hew 
talk  of  business,  but  still  put  it  off  and 
put  it  off,  saying — settle  it  any  how,  or 
bid  'em  call  again  to-morrow,  or  speak  to 
me  about  it  some  other  time. — ^Now  it 
was  hard  to  find  the  right  time  to  speak, 
for  in  th(5  mornings  he  was  a-bed  and  in 
the  evenings  over  his^  bottle,   where  no 

gen- 
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gentleman chuses  to  be  disturbed. — ^Thing« 
in  a  twelvemonth  or  so  came  to  such  a 
pass^  there  was  no  making  a  shift  to  go 
0Q  any  longer,  though  we  were  all  of  us 
well  enough  used  to  live  fix)m  hand  to 
mouth  at  Castle  Rackrcnt,  One  day,  1 
remember,  when  there  was  a  power  of 
<:ompan7,  all  sitting  after  dinner  in  the 
dusk,  not  to  say  dark  m  the  drawing- 
romn,  my  lady  having  rung  five  times  ft>r 
candles  and  none  to  go  up,  the  house* 
keeper  sent  up  Ac  footman,  who  went 
to  my  mistress  and  whispered  behind  her 
chair  how  it  was. — ^^  My  lady,  (says  he) 
there  are  no  candles  in  tiae  house/'— 
<*  Bless  me,  (says  she)  then  take  a  horse, 
and  gallop  off  as  f^st  9S  you  can  to  Car* 
lick  OTungus  and  get  45omc.'*-r-^^  And 
in  the  mean  time  tcU  dieih  to  step  into  the 
fday-house,  fmd  try  if  there  are  not  Kune 

bits 
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bits  left/'  added  Sir  -Condy,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  within  hearing.  The  man 
was  sent  up  again  to  my  lady,  to  let  her 
know  there  was  no  horse  to  go  but  one 
that  wanted  a  shoe. — *^  Go  to  Sir  Condy, 
then,  I  know  nothing  at  all  about  the 
horses,  (said  my  lady)  why  do  you 
plague  me  with  these  things?*^ — How  it 
Was  settled  I  really  forget,  but  to  the  best 
of  my  remembrance,  the  boy  was  sent 
down  to  my  son  Jason's  to  borrow  can- 
dles for  the  night.  Another  time  in  the 
winter>  and  on  a  desperate  coM  day, 
fliere  was  tto  turf  in  for  the  parlour  and 
above  stairs,  and  scarce  enough  for  the 
took  in  the  kitchen,  the  little  gossoon^ 

was 

*  G^»*a  UtUe  boy-^rom  the  French  word 
GarcM^i^hk  waU  Ixuh,  families  tkere  «W  to  be  • 

^aic»4aeted  iiomoot^  wb^  w«»  duveto  <be  000k  -tmi 
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was  sent  off  to  the  neighbours  to  see  and 
beg  or  borrow  some>  but  none  could  he 
bring  back  with  him  for  love  or  money  -, 
so  as  needs  must  we  were  forced  to  trou- 
ble Sur  Condy — ^^  Well,  and  if  there's  no 
turf  to  be  had  in  the  town  or  country, 
why  what  signifies  talking  anymore  about 
it,  can't  ye  go  and  cut  down  a  tree  ?"— 
^  Which  tree,  please  your  honor?"  I 
made  bold  to  say. — ^^  Any  tree  at  all 
that's  good  to  bum,  (said  Sir  Condy)  j 
send  off  smart,  and  get  one  down  and 
the  fires  lighted  before  my  lady  gets  up  to 
breakfast,  or  the  house  will  be  too  hot  to 
hold  us." — He  was  always  very  consi- 
derate in  all  things  about  my  lady,  an4 

she 

the  butler,  and  who  in  fact,  without  wages,  did 
A\  the  hard  work  of  the  bouse. — Gossoons  were 
always  employed  as  meffengers.— The  Editor  has 
Inowir  a  gossoon  to  go  on  foot,  withotit  fboes  or 
aioekings,  fifty-one  English  miles  between  sun-rife 
and  sun-set. 
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«he  Wanted  for  nothing  whilst  he  liad  it  to 
give. — Well,  when  things  Were  tight  witli 
them  about  this  time,  my  son  Jason  put 
in  a  word  again  about  the  lodge,  and 
made  a  genteel  offer  to  lay  down  the  pur- 
chase money  to  relieve  Sir  Condy's  dis- 
tresses.—Now  Sir  Condy  had  it  from  the 
test  authority,  that  there  wete  two  writs 
come  down  to  the  Sheriff  against  his  per- 
son, ^nd  the  Sheriff,  as  ill  luck  would 
haye  it,  was  no  friend  of  his,  and  talked 
how  he  must  do  his  duty,  and  how  he 
would  do  it,  if  it  was  against  the  first 
man  in  the  cousity,  or  even  hh  own  bro- 
ther, let  alone  one  who  had  voted  against 
him  at  the  last  election,  as  Sir  Gondy  had 
&)ne. — So  Sir  Condy  Was  fslin  to  take  the 
purchase  money  of  the  lodgefromjAy  66n 
Jason  to  settle  matters  ;•  and  sure  enough 
it  was  a  good  bargain  for  both 'parties,  for 

4*  my 
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my  son  booght  the  fee  simpk  of  a  gocnl 
fcouse  for  him  and  hi$  heirs  for  ever  for 
Ettle  or  nothings  and  by  selling  of  it  for 
^t  same  my  master  saved  himself  from 
a  gaoL  Every  way  it  turned  out  fortu« 
nate  for  Sir  Condy ;  for  before  the  money 
was  all  gone  there  came  a  general  election, 
and  he  being  so  well  beloved  in  the 
county^  and  one  of  the  oldest  SwaiHes,  na 
one  had  a  better  right  to  stand  caadidate 
for  the  vacancy  i  and  he  was  called  upoo 
by  all  his  JSiends,  and  the  whole  county  I 
may  say>  to  declare  himjself  against  the  old 
member^  who  had  Uttle  thoiugkt  of  a  coch 
tes^  Mymasterdid  not  relish  the  Ihougbte 
of  a  troublesome  canvas^  and  all  the  ill 
will  he  might  hn$^  upon  hiaasetf  by  dis- 
turbifig  the  peace  of  the  county^  besides 
ta^  isjqp^icei,  which  was  no  trifle  s  bat  all 
Im  J&iend^  caMed  «pon  poe  another  to 
4  sub* 
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subscribe,  and  formed  themselves  into  a 
tommittee,  and  wrote  all  his  circular  let^ 
ters  for  him,  and  engaged  all  his  agents^ 
^nd  did  all  the  business  unknown  to  him, 
imd  he  was  well  pleased  that  it  should  be 
So  at  last,  and  my  lady  herself  was  very 
sanguine  about  the.  eledtibn,  and  therfe 
was  open  house  kept  night  and  day  at 
Castle  Rackrent,  and  I  thought  I  nevSr 
'saw  my  lady  look  so  well  in  her  life  as 
she  did  at  that  time  i  there  were  grand 
dinners,  and  all  the  gentlemen  drinking 
success  to  Sir  Cohdy  till  they  were  carried 
off;  and  then  dances  and  balls,  and  the 
ladies  all  finishing  with  a  raking  pot  of*  tea 
in  the  morning.  Indeed  it  was  well  the 
company  made  it  their  choice  to  sit  up 
all  nights,  for  there  was  not  half  becJs 
enough  for  the  sights  of  people  that  weite 
.  in  it,  though  there  were  shake  downs  in 
H  the 
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n  always^  made  upbefbrf 
t  that  ISced  it.    For  my 
w  the  doings  that  were 
the  loads  of  claret  dutt 
hsoats  of  them  that  had 
king  for  it^  and  the  slght& 
at  up  to  table  aiid  never 
ides  what  was  carried  oflT 
to  one  or  t'other  bek^w  stairs^  I  conldii't 
but  pity  my  poof  master  who  was  to  pay 
lot  all^.  but  I  said  nothing  ht  fear  of  gain- 
ing myself  ill  wilL    The  day  of  eketiou 
wiU  come  some  time  ov  tAhet,  says  I  U> 
myself^,  and!  all  wiU  be  pyer— and  so  it 
did,  and  a  glorious  day  k  was  as  any  I 
ever  had  the  happiness  to  see  f  hu2zat 
:Eu22a !  Sir  Condy  Rackrent  for  ever,  was 
the  first  thing  I  hears  in  the  mornings  and 
1$ie  same  ^nd  nothing  else  all  day»  and 
not  a  soul  sober  only  just  when  pollings 

enough 
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f^»»gH  te  giye  theif  vote^  a^  became  Vw, 
^i  ^  $tan4  the  bro^-beating  of  the  law^ 
yfelf  who  ^aflfie  tight  ^aough  vpon  tt$5  and 
immy  of  ow  frwbol4ers  wf  r^  knocked  off, 
Jtayinlf  n«vfer  41  freehold  that  they  could 
stfelj^  §Wim^  tg,  afiid  Sir  Gopdy  wa*  not  wU* 
K69  tp  h^ye  afjy  mw  perjur?  him^ejyf  for  hi> 
•ftkfe,  as  was  doni^  0^  the  other  ^de,  God 
lpib^9p  but  no  matter  for  that.— Some  of 
tmt  friends  were  dumb-founded>  by  the 
lawyers  aslting  tbiSnpe-had  thej  ever  been 
lipQH  the  gfourtd  where  their  freeholds 
by  ?~-JtowSi#  Goxidy  bei^  tender  of  th^ 
poaiiciences  j^fheln  4i#t  h^  nd  been  on 
tlie  grouiid,  and  op  could  not  $wear  to  a 
fredioid  isrhfinp  cros$-e?*n3i^ned  by  them 
Jatwyerd,  §fcnt  out  for  a  Cioupl?  of  cleave^- 
ftdl  of  fhe  sods  of  h.i3  farm  of  Gulteeshin* 
:bagh:  and  as  soon  as  the  sods  came  into 
tpwn  he  set  each  man  upon  his  sod^  and 
H  2  so 


y  Google 


(    160    ) 

SO  then  ever  after,  you  know,  they  coiilcl 
fairly  swear  they  had  been  upon  the 
ground*. — ^We  gained  the  day  by  this 
piece  of  honesty.  I  thought  I  should 
have  died  In  the  streets  for  joy  when  I 
seed  my  pioor  master  chaired,  and  he  bare-^ 
headed  and  it  raining  as  hard  as  it  could 
pour ;  but  all  the  crowds  following  him 
tip  and  down,  and  he  bowing  and  diaking 
hands  with  the  whole  town. — "  Is  that 
Sir  Condj  Rackfent  in  the  chair  ?"  says  a 
Stranger  man  in  the  crowd — ^'  The  same/' 
says  I — ^who  else  should  it  be  i  God  bless 
him !" — ^*  And  I  take  it  then  you  belong 
to  him/'  says  he.— ^*  Not  at  all/'  (says  I) 
**^  but  I  live  under  him,  and  have  don< 
to  these  two  liundred  years  and  upwards^ 
ine  and  mine." — "  It's  lucky  fof  you, 

then/' 

*  Ihis  was  actually  done  at  an  clectiofa  in  Ire- 
Iand< 
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flieti,"^  rejoins  he,  "  that  he  is  where  h§ 
is>  for  was  he  any  where  else  but  in  the 
chair  this  minute  he'd  be  in  a  worse  place^ 
ibr  I  was  sent  down  on  purpose  to  put 
him  up*v  and  here's  my  order  for  so  doing 
in  my  pocket." — It  waa  a  writ  that  villaia 
the  wine  merchant  had  marked  against 
my  poor  master,  for  some  hundreds  of  an 
xAd  debt  which  it  was  a  shame  to  be  tally- 
ing of  at  such  a  time  as  tjiis. — "  Put  it  vpL 
jour  pocket  again^  and  think  iio  .mkore  of 
it  any  ways  for  seven  years  to  come,  my  ho- 
nest  friend,  (says  I),  he's  a  member  a  Par- 
liament now,  praised  be  God,  and  such 
,as  you  can't  touch  him  3  and  if  you'll  take 
a  fool's  advice,  I'd  have  ye  keep  out  pi 
the  way  this  day^  or  yoy'U  run  a  goo4 
,,chance  of  getting  your  deserts  amongst 
jay  master's  friends,  unless .  you  chusp  .to 
H  3     .      .  .^drini: 

*_  Tofut  htm  up-^io  put  him  in  gaqi. 
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ftink  fiii  htahk  Hke  fev^  febdy  felse."-^ 
»•  i'V6  nt>  dbjectioh  to  that  ih  life,"  feaM 
ht ;  io  Wfe  ^eht  ihto  ene  bF  the  JjttWte 
Itou^s  kcp  b^fa  foir  my  miStePi  ftn^  ^ 
fead  *  great  dtal  oF  talk  about  Als  thiii^ 
and  that,  atid  «  hfew  tt  It  (saf  s  M)  ^V 
roaster  kfeeps  bh  so  weH  upoh  hti  le^s  j  1 
hfeaitl  say  he  was  off  HbMtittde  twelve^ 
jBJonth  ^ast.*'^--«  I?eVet  Was  better  t* 
Itearttef  in  hfe  fifl,"  sAld  I.^**  It^  aot 
Mt  I%i  afifer  speaking  bf,  (Said  hfe)  btit 
ihfete  #as  i  ^l  tejpoitt  tX  his  being 
rttitaed.*'^'*  M>ma^tftf,  (saya^  fiteShte- 
rift  Wp^  yditt  rtmnitxg  Were  hJs  pattt- 
fctUai-  fiiends,  and  the  Sub-sheiffl%  weife 
both  of  them  gfentiemtn)  and  Wetfc  ptb- 
jpfe*fly  %pbken  to ;  aiid  so  the  Wtits-fey  stttig 
T*ith  *thefh,  mnd  the^s  at  1  uiidtt-stand  fey- 
fey  kbh.  JPasi»n  ftfe  t;uStom  in  thetti  cases 
is,  returned  the  writs  is  they  came  to  them 

to 
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to  tliose  Jthat  sent  'cm^  much  good  msiylt 

^  them^  with  word  in  Latin  that  no  suc^ 

f>erB(m  as  Sir  Candy  Rackrerd;  Bart,  was 

«o  be  £omxd  m  those  paxts."— ^  Oh,  f 

^understand  all  those  ways  bett^^  00  a^ 

fence^  thanyoviy"  ^aiysh^  laughli^  an$l 

at  the  same  time  fillkig  his  glass  to  ja^ 

master's  goQ4  health,  which  convince 

me  he  was  ^  warm  fiiend  in  his  h^9Xt 

^ifiierallt  tlioji^happe^Lrftinaesw^eaJitdie 

Mspipiws  <jr  $<^  ftt  &st.~«^  To  be  «we, 

.(siajrs  he»  still  cutting  his  joke)  when  9 

man's  ov^  hfad  ^nd  shoulders  in  debt;» 

he  mpy  Ijve  the  fadier  fi^  it  and  the  better 

if  he  goes  ^e  right  way  about  it— or  els^ 

.how  is  it  $0  msmy  h^e  on  so  weUj  as  we 

see  e¥efy<iay,  after  they  are  ruined  ?"-*- 

«  Howis  itj  (says  I,  bMpg  ^  Iktk  meny 

at  the  lime)  how  is  it  hut  just  as  yon  sep 

4he  4ucks  in  ^  kitchen  ya^d  just  a&er 

H  4  their 
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their  h^ads  are  cut  oflF  by  the  cook,  run- 
Bing  round  and  round  faster  than  when 
alive." — At  which  conceit  he  fell  a 
laughing,  and  remarked  he  had  never  had 
the  happiness  yet  to  see  the  chicken  yard 
at  Castle  Rackrent. — ^^  It  won't  be  long 
so,  I  hope,  (says  I)  you'll  be  kindly  wel- 
come there,  as  every  body  is  made  by  my 
master;  there  is  not  a  freer  spoken  gen- 
tleman or  a  better  beloved,  high  or  low, 
an  all  Ireland.*^ — ^And  of  what  f)assed  after 
this  I'm  not  sensible,  for  we  drank  Sir 
Condy's  good  health  and  the  downfal  6i 
his  enemies  till  we  could  stand  no  longer 
ourselves — ^And  little  did  I  think  at  the 
time,  or  till  long  after,  how  I  was  har- 
bouring my  poor  master's  greatest  of  ene- 
mies liiy  self.  This  fellow  had  the  impu- 
dence; after  coming  to  see  the  chicken- 
yard,  to  get  me  to  introduce  him  to  my 
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^n  JasoEe— little  mote  than  the  m,an  thst 
never  was  bom  dkt  I  guess-  at  his  mean- 
ing by  this  visit ;  he  gets  him  ^  correct 
list  fairly  drawn  out  from  my  son  jason  of 
all  my  master's  debts,  and  goes  straight 
round -to  the  ^  creditors  and  buys  them  aH 
up,  which  he  did  easy  eiiough,  seeing  thfe 
half  of  them  never  expected  to  see  their 
money  out, of  Sir.  Condy's  hands.  Then 
-when  this  base-minded  limb  of  the  lawi 
as  I  afterwatrds'  detected  him  in  beingi 
grew  to  be  sole  creditor  over  all,  he  takes 
him  out  a  custodiam  on  all  the  denomina- 
tions and  sub^denominations,  and  ^every 
carton  and  half  carton  upon  the  estate — 
.and  not  content  with  that,  must  have  an 
execution  against  thef  master's  goods  and 
down  to  the  fumiture,  though  little  worth, 
of  Castle  Rackrent  itself.— But  this,  is 
A  part  of  my  story,  I'm  not  come  to 
\^  yet. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(     10^    ) 

ftit  and  it'i  bad  to  be  foTestalling-4tt 
Xkevf&  fliti  ^t  enough  all  ^  ywrld  oveu 
To  fa  back  to  the  day  of  tfee  ckctioi^, 
Whtch  I  never  <hiok  <<"  bv*  with  jrfeastrte 
mnd  te»r$  of  fmtiitudc  for  tht^se  |^d  timess 
Hftf  r  the  dkctioci  wa$  ^te  and  ckftsi 
ottT)  fbere  oomes  dboftll  ^  poopjfe  ibcw 
mU  parte,  tilmam^  to  b«ife-<^ged  mf 
MMK^r  wUh  ihebr  votes,  and  putting  Urn 
in  mind  oTpronuses  iv]»c^  h^  tmiii  ^Dtev0c 
lemember  himtefif  to  have  wsSt-^^tm 
ipvaa  to  tiave  a  frseiiold  fsx  tach  of  fai^irar 
^ms^^^oootiier  was  to  have  a  tenewfd  cff 
ii.  )ease^*^notber  an  abatcmcM-^oae  ctuw 
4o  be  paid  ten  guinseas  hr  a  p^r  of  ^w 
imckkt  9obl  my  t»a;&t]er  oo  'dte  hiiatk^» 
Which  innted  out  to  be  fto  betto*  fhan 
copper  :^--«ioliier  hsa^d  a  long  btH  ibr 
«ats,  the  half -of  Yrhttch  tocver  wert  i^ 
'Aejgfaoaty  to  »y  certaift:  fcwwtedge,  arid 

the 
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l))e  othir  l^lf  to^Fi  nbt  fit  fbi  l^e  etttlt  to 
^uehs  but  the  bargaiii  was  midte  the 
iMfeefe  befot*  thfe  *l€«ti<>ft,  an4  th«  cd«ich 
aM  ^€dfe  H^8i9  ^^1%  got  inte  dt€er  ftr 
Ihfe  ^f,  b^siSfes  a  ^^fetfe  fiiiriy  gW  by  thfein 
bats— s6  ii^  mote  ^easoiiing  (m  th*t 
fttaa — ^but  thth  ttieffe  >^ftB  no  %tid  t#  tfjifefti 
that  ittrt  tfellmg  Sfr  Goftdy  he  hid  *6- 
gaged  te  make  iAitir  ^ons  6xcia^dito>  dr 
liijgh  eonstabfes,  ot'  the  like  j  and  U  fer 
ftfcm  feat  liad  bUte  to  giVfe  tn  fer  liqwfr, 
«id  bed^,  and  atmw,  and-  ribboivs,  aad 
bortes,  and  post-chaises  !5m*  the  ^ntleiMa 
itisi^i^olders  thai:  eame  from  aU  ]parts  and 
eAer  counties  to  vote  for  rty  jnaMtts  and 
VfVrt  itfk,  *to  b*  awe,  to  b€  at  iny  chargeis, 
ihtt^  i¥P^  iio  'stahffing  iagl^mA  aS  thesi ; 
and  iH}t9b  Ihato  ^  ^e  gtn^nmi  ^f  my 
tn*ftei^  %ete*tri!fte0,  **v*b  »anaged  ail  for 
hm^  aSiA^i^^^w  they*4  bring  *he^  in 

without 
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jwlfhout  coarting  him  a  peimyi  -and  sub- 
^  scribed  by  hundreds  yeiy  genteelly^  for- 
.^ot  to.  pay  their  subscriptions,  and  had 
.laid  put  in  agents  and  lawyers,  fees  and 
.secret  sarvice  money,  the  Lord  knpws 
:iiow  n^iueh,  and  my  master  could  nev^r 

ask  one  of  them  for  their  subscription, 
.  you  are  sensible,  ifor  for  the  price  of  a 
•j£ae  horse  he  had  ;Sold  one  ^of  them,  so  it 
>all  was  left  at  his  dpor.  He  oould  never, 
; God.  bless  him  again,  I  say,  bring  him- 
Jjself  ,to  ask  a  gentleman  for  money,  de- 
;«pising  such, sort  of  coavefsation  himself; 

fcut  others,  who  were  not  gentlemen  bom, 
.  i^ehaved  very  uncivil  in  pressing  him  $t 
,ihis  very  time,  and  all  he  could  do  to 
,  content  'em  all  was  to  take  hims^x>ut  pf 

the  way  as  fast  as  possible  to  Dublin, 
\  Tvhere  my  lady  had  taken  a  house  as-  fit- 
;iing  for  him,  a  Member  of  Parliament,  to 

attend 
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aAfehd  Ills  duty  in  there  all  the  winters. — ^ 
I  was  very  lonely  when  the  whole  family 
Was  gone,  and  all  the  things  they  had 
ordered  to  go  and  forgot  sent  after  them 
by  the  stage.  There  was  then  a  great 
silence  in  Castle  Rackrent,  and  I  went 
moping  from  rbom  to  room,  hearing  the 
doors  dap  for  want  of  right  locks,  and 
the  wind  through  the  broken  windows^ 
fliat  the  glazier  never  would  come  to 
mend,  and  the  rain  coming  through  the 
itoof  and  best  cielings  all  over  the  house/ 
for  want  of  the  slater  whose  bill  was  not 
paid;  besides  our  having  no  slates  or 
shingles  for  that  part  of  the  old  building 
which  was  shingled,  and  burnt  when  the 
chimney  took  fire,  and  had  been  open  to 
the  weather  ever  since.  I  took  myself  to 
the  servants'  hall  in  the  evening  to  smoke 
?ny  pipe  as  usual,  but  missed  the  bit  of 

^     talk 
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talk  wn  ww4  tp  Ime  tfejsre  ^^,  9^4 
ever  i^er  Was  c^ptcnt  to  8tay  m  t^e  Ick* 
Chett  and  boU  my  little  pf»t4jtofs^i  andp^ 
Mp  my  hed  thttre  i  add  eyejy  pQst  4%/  { 
looked  in  th«  i^if^^papef ^  but  b&  n%yf^  ^f 
my  maiter  in  the  Inmse. — He  fley^r  $po](ie 
good  or  l?ad — ^bttt,  as  the  b»d*r  Wrote 
jlown  word  to  my  ^on  Ja^on^  was  ve/y  HI 
used  by  the  government  about  a  plate  t^ 
was  promised  him  aad  neycfr  give4>j  aftet 
his  suf^rting  them  against  his  Cooscienc^ 
very  honorably,  and  being  greatly  abused 
for  it,  which  hurt  him  greatly^  he  having 
Ae  name  of  a  great  {patriot  m  the  Coufttry 
before.    The  house  and  liying  in  Dublin 

*  Mj  littU  potatoes — ^Thadj  does  not  mean  bjr  this 
expression  that  his  potatoes  were  less  than  othet 
people's,  or  less  than  the  nsual  size — lifiU  is  hett 
vsed  only  as  aa  ItaUaa  cUmmutrre,  expremye  of 
fondness. 
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too  was  not  to  be  h^  for  nathiBg>  v^ 
my  son  JiE^son  saifd  Sk  Condy  must  ^^  b9 
lookii^  cut  for  ^  new  agont^  for  Tve  li^sr 
lay  part  and  ca^a  do  no  more — |f  my  1^^ 
liad  the  bank  of  Ireland  to  sp«nd>  it  wo^UI 
go  aB  in  me  winter,  tnd  !^  Condy  woi^ 
x^^er  gainsay  iier>  though  he  does  not  car^ 
tfhe  rind  of  a  lemon  iot  ber  aH  th$  whil^^  ^ 
Now  I  could  not  be^r  to  hear  JaspfH 
glving^  oi^  after  tlus  manner  ag^mst  tHr 
femily,  and  twenty  people  standing  by  iijr 
ihe  street.    Ever  sinc^  he  bad  lived  at  i^ 
Lodge  c^  his  own  he  looked  down^  hotf* 
iWM3fiever>  upon  p^Or  old  Thady^  and  wa$ 
grown  quite  a  great  gentfeman,  and  ha4 
fK)ne  of  his  relations  near  hini — ^no  wond^ 
be  was  no  kinder  to  poor  Sir  Condy  th^ 
to  hts  own  kiAi  and  kin*. — In  the  spring 

•  Kht  and  iAr— family  or  T^elatiom— JTwr  froca 
hmd^Kitb  frofXH^o— we  know  not  what. 
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It  Was  file  villaiti  that  got  the  list  of  tti^ 
debts  from  him  brought  down  the  Gusto-* 
dkun.  Sir  Condy  stDl  attending  his  duty 
in  Parliament  j  and  I  could  scarcely  be^ 
Jieve  my  own  old  eyes,  or  the  spectacles 
With  which  I  read  it,  when  I  was  shewh 
Iriy  son  Jason's  name  joined  in  the  Custo* 
diam;  but  he  told  me  it  was  only  for 
form's  sake,  and  to  make  things  easier, 
than  if  all  the  land  was  under  the  power 
bf  i  total  stranger. — ^Well>  I  did~not  know 
what  to  think — it  was  hard  to  be  talking 
iH  ot  my  own,  and  I  could  not  but  grieve 
for  my  poor  master's  fine  estate,  all  torA 
by  these  vultures  of  the  law;  so  I  sai4 
nothing,  but  juSt  looked  on  to  see  ho\t 
it  would  all  end. 

It  was  not  till  the  month  of  Junie  thdt 
he  and  my  lady  came  down  to  the  coun- 
try.—My  master  was  pleased  to  take  me 

aside 
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aside  with  him  to  the  brewhouse  that  same 
evening,  to  complain  to  me  of  my  son  and 
other  matters,  in  which  he  said  he  was 
confident  I  had  neither  art  nor  part :  he 
said  a  great  deal  more  to  me,  to  whom  he 
had  been  fond  to  talk  ever  since  he  was 
my  white-headed  boy  before  he  came  to 
the  estate,  and  all  that  he  said  about  poor 
Judy  I  can  never  forget,  but  scorn  to  re- 
peat.— ^He  did  not  say  an  unkind  word 
of  my  lady,  but  wondered,  as  well  he 
might,  her  relations  would  do  nothing  for 
him  or  her,  and  they  in  all  this  great  dis- 
tress.—He  did  not  take  any  thing  long  to 
heart,  let  it  be  as  it  would,  and  had  no 
more  maKce  or  thought  of  the  like  in  him 
than  the  child  that  can*t  speak ;  this  night 
it  was  all  out  of  his  head  before  he  went 
to  his  bed. — He  took  his  jug  of  whiskey 
punch — My  lady  was  grown  quite  easy 
I  about 
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about  the  whiskey  punch  by  this  time>  and 
so  I  did  suppose  all  was  going  on  right 
betwixt  them,  till  I  learnt  the  truth  through 
Mrs.  Jane,  who  talked  over  their  affairs 
to  the  housekeeper,  and  I  within  hearing. 
The  night  my  master  came  home,  thinly- 
ing  of  nothing  at  all,  but  just  making 
merry,  he  drank  his  bumper  toast  ^^  to 
the  deserts  of  that  old  curmudgeon  my 
father-in-law,  and  all  enemies  at  Mount 
Juliet's  town." — ^Now  my  lady  was  no 
longer  in  the  mind  she  formerly  was,  arid 
did  no  ways  relish  hearing  her  own  friends 
abused  in  her  presence,  she  said* — ^*  Then 
why  don't  they  shew  themselves  your 
friends,  (said  my  master,)  and  oblige  me 
with  the  loan  of  the  money  I  condescend- 
ed, by  your  advice,  my  dear,  to  ask?— 
It's  now  three  posts  since  I  sent  off  my 
letter,  desiring  in  the  postscript  a  speedy 

answer 
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Answer  by  the  return  of  the  post,  and  no 
Account  at  all  from  them  yet." — ^*  I  ex- 
pect they'll  write  to  me  next  post,"  says* 
my  lady>  and  that  Was  all  that  passed 
then  ;  but  it  was  easy  from  this  to  guess 
there  was  k  coolness  betwixt  them,  and 
with  good  cause* 

The  next  morning  being  post  day^  I 
sent  off  the  gossoon  early  to  the  post- 
office  to  see  was  there  any  letter  likely  to 
set  matters  to  rights,  and  he  brought  back 
one  with  the  proper  post-mark  upon  it, 
sure  enough,  and  I  had  no  time  to  exa- 
mine, or  make  any  conjecture  more  about 
it,  for  into  the  servants*  hall  pops  Mrs* 
Jane  with  a  blue  bandbox  in  her  hand, 
quite  entirely  mad.—"  Dear  Ma'am,  and 
what's 'the  matter  ?"' says  L — ^^  Matter 
enough,  (says  she)  don't  you  see  my  band- 
box is  wet  through,  and  my  best  bonnet 
I  2    ,  here 
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here  jspoiled^  be$ides  my  lady's^  and  all 
by  the  rain  coming  in  through  that  gallery 
window,  that  you  might  have  got  mended 
tf  you'd  had  any  sense,  Thady,  all  the 
time  we  were  :in  town  in  the  winter/'— 
*  Sure   I   pould    not    get   the    gla^der^ 
Ma'am,"    says  I. — ^^   You  might  have 
stopped  it  up  any  how,"  says  she. — ^^  So 
I  did.  Ma'am,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,, 
one  of  the  panes  with  the  old  pillow-case, 
and  the  other  widi  a  piece  of  the  old  stage 
green  curtain — sure  I  was  as  caceful  as  pQS- 
^ble  all  the  time  you  were  away,  and  not 
a  dn^  of  rain  came  in  at  thiit  window  of 
all  the  windows  in  the  house,  all  winter. 
Ma'am,  when  under  my  care ;  and  now  tl^ 
femily's  come  home,  and  it's  sxmimer  time, 
I  never  thought  no  more  about  at  to  be 
sure — ^but  dear,  it's  a  pity  to  diink  of  your 
i)onnet,  Ma'an> — ^but  here's  wiiat  vn& 

please 
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please  you,  Ma^am^  a  letter  from  Moutrt 
Juliet^s  towri  for  my  lady."  With  that 
she  snatches  it  from  me  wifhout  a  word 
more,  and  runs  up  the  back  stairs  to  my 
mistress ;  I  follows  with  a  slate  to  make 
up  the  window — ^this  window  was  in  the 
long  passage,  or  gallery,  as  my  lady  gave 
out  orders  to  have  it  called,  in  the  gal- 
lery leading  to  my  master's  bed-chamber 
and  her*s,.  and  when  I  went  up  with  the 
slate,  the  door  having  no  lock,  and  the 
bolt  spoilt,  was  a-jar  after  Mrs.  Jane, 
and  us.  I  was  busy  with  the  window,  I 
heard  all  that  was  saying  within. 

**  Well,  what's  in  your  letter,  Bella, 
my  dear  ?  (says  he),  you're  a  long"  time 
spelling  it  over." — *^  Won't  you  shave 
this  morning.  Sir  Condy,"  says  she,  and 
put  the  letter  ia  her  pocket—**  I  shaved 
the  day  before  yesterday,  (says  he)  my 
I  3  dear. 
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and  that's  not  what  I'm  thinking  of  now— 
bjit  any  thing  to  oblige  you,  and  to  have 
peace  and  quietness^  my  dear" — and  pre- 
sent!/ I  had  a  glimpse  of  him  at  the 
cracked  glass  qver  the  chimney-piece^ 
standing  up  shaving  himself  to  please  my 
l^dy. — But  she  took  no  notice,  but  went 
on  reading  her  book,  and  Mrs.  Jane  dp- 
ing  her  hair  behind. — ^^  Wh?it  is  it  you're 
reading  there^  my  dear  ? — ^phop,  I've  cut 
myself  with  this  razpr  j  the  man's  a  cheat 
that  sold  it  me,  but  I  have  pot  paid  him 
fpr  it  yet — Wh^t  is  it  you're  reading  there  ? 
did  you  h^ar  me  asking  ypu,  my  dear?" 
^^  The  sorrows  of  Werter,"  replies  my 
l^dy,  as  well  as  I  could  hear, — '^  I  tljink 
more  of  the  sorrows  of  Sir  Condy^  (says 
my  master,  joking  like). — What  qews 
from  Mount  Juliet's  town  ?"^^  No  p^ws, 
(says  she)  but  the  old  story  over  ag^in } 
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my  triends  all  reproaching  me  still  for 
what  I  can't  help  now." — "  Is  it  for  mar- 
rying me,  (said  my  master,  still  shaving) 
what  signifies,  as  you  say,  talking  of  that 
when  it  can't  be  helped  now." 

With  that  she  heaved  a  great  sigh,  that 
1  heard  plain  enough  in  the  passage.— 
"  And  did  not  you  use  me  basely,  Sir 
Condy,  (says  she)  not  to  tell  me  you  were 
ruined  before  I  married  you  ?" — *^  Tell 
you,  my  dear,  (said  he)  did  you  ever  ask 
me  one  word  about  it  ?  and  had  not  you 
friends  enough  of  your  own,  that  were 
telling  you  nothing  else  from  morning  to 
night,  if  you^d  have  listened  to  them 
slanders." — *^  No  slanders,  ilor  are  my 
friends  slanderers;  and  I  can't  bear  to 
hear  them  treated  with  disrespect  as  I  do, 
(says  my  lady,  and  took  out  her  pocket 
bc^ndkerchief) — they  are  the  best  of  friends, 
I  4  and 
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and  if  I  had  taken  their  adrice-^But  my 
father  was  wrong  to  lock  me  up,  I  own  ^ 
that  was  the  only  unkind  thing  I  cuv 
charge  him  with  i  for  if  he  had  not  locked 
me 'up,  I  should  never  have  had  a  serious 
thought  of  running  away  as  I  did."~- 
^^  Well,  my  dear,  (said  my  master)  don't 
cry  and  make  yourself  uneasy  ahout  it 
uow,  when  it*s  all  over,  and  you  have  the 
man  of  your  own  choice  in  spite  of  'em 
all." — **  I  was  too  young,  I  know,  to 
make  a  choice  at  the  time  you  ran  away 
with  me,  Vm  sure,"  says  my  lady,  and 
another  sigh,  which  made  my  master, 
half  shaved  as  he  was,  tpm  roimd 
upon  her  in  surprise^ — "  Why  JBella, 
(says  he)  you  can*t  deny  what  you  know 
as  well  as  J  do,  that  it  was  at  yoi^r  own 
l^articular  desire,  and  that  twice  under 
your  Qwn  hand  and  seal  expressed,  that  I 
should  carry  you  off  as  I  did  to  Scotland, 

and 
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and  many  you  there/* — '^  Well,  say  tia 
more  about  k.  Sir  Condy,  (said  my  lady^ 
pettish  like) — I  was  a  child  then,  you 
know.'* — ^^  And  as  far  as  I  know,  you're 
little  better  now,  my  dear  Bella,  to  be 
talking  in  this  manner  to  your  husband's 
face ;  but  I  won't  take  it  ill  of  you,  for  I 
know  it's  something  in  that  letter  you  put 
in  your  pocket  just  now,  that  has  set  you 
against  me  all  on  a  sudden,  and  imposed 
upon  your  understanding." — ^^  It  is  not 
so  very  easy  as  you  think  it.  Sir  Q)ndy, 
to  impose  upon  my  understanding",  (said 
my  lady) — ^^  My  dear,  (says  he)  I  have, 
acUd  with  xeason,  the  best  opinion  of  your 
understanding  of  any  man  now  breathing, 
and  ypu  know  I  have  never  set  my  own 
in  competition  with  it ;  till  now,  my  dear 
Bella,  (says  he,  taking  her  hand  from  her 
bo(d^  as  kind  as  could  be,)  till  now — 

when 
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when  I  have  the  great  advantage  of  being 
quite  cool,  and  you  not ;  so  don't  believe 
one  word  your  friends  say  against  your 
own  Sir  Condy,  and  lend  me  the  letter 
out  of  your  pocket,  till  I  see  what  it  is 
they  can  have  to  say." — ^'  Take  it  then, 
(says  she,)  and  as  you  are  quite  cool,  I 
hope  it  is  a  proper  time  to  request  you7J 
allow  me  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of 
all  my  own  friends,  and  return  to  live 
with  my  father  and  family,  during  the 
remainder  of  my  wretched  existence,  at 
Mount  Juliet's  Town." 

.  At  this  my  poor  master  fell  back  a 
few  paces,  like  one  that  had  been  shot — 
«'  You're  not  serious,  Bella,  (says  he)  and 
could  you  find  it  in  your  heart  to  leave  me 
this  way  in  the  very  middle  of  my  dis- 
tresses, all  alone  ?" — But  ffecoUecting  him- 
self ^fter  his  first  surprise,  and  a    mp* 

mentis 
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mentis  time  for  reflection,  he  said,  with 
a  great  deal  of  consideration  for  my  kdjr 
-i^"  Well,  Bella,  my  dear,  I  believe  you 
are  ri^fht ;  for  wh^it  could  you  do  at  Castle 
Rackrent,  and  an  execution  against  the 
goods  coming  down,  and  the  furniture 
to  b^  canted,  and  an  auction  in  the  house 
all  next  week— so  you  have  my  full  con- 
sent to  go,  since  that  is  your  desire,  only 
you  must  not  think  of  my  accompanying 
you,  which  I  could  not  in  honour  do  upon 
the  terms  I  always  have  been  since  our 
marriage  with  your  friends ;  besides  I  have 
business  to  transact  at  home-^so  in  the- 
mean  time,  if  we  are  to  have  any  break- 
fast  this  morning,  let  us  go  down  and 
have  it  for  th^  Ja§t  time  in  peiace  an4 
comfort,  Bella/' 

Then  as  I  heard  my  master  coming  tc 
fre  passage  door,  I  finished  fastening  up 

my 
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my  slate  against  the  broken  pane,  and 
when  he  came  out,  I  wiped  down  the 
window  seat  with  my  wig*,  bade  him  a 
good  morrow  as  kindly  as  I  could,  seeing 
he  was  in  trouble,  though  he  strove  and 
thought  to  hide  it  from  me. — ^^  This  win- 
dow 

*  Wigs  were  formerly  used  instead  of  brooms  in 
Ireland^  for  sweeping  or  dusting  tables^  stairs,  &c. 
The  Editor  doubted  the  fact^  till  he  saw  a  labourer 
of  the  old  school  sweep  down  a  flight  of  stairs  with 
bis  wig  I  he  afterwards  put  it  on  hb  head  again 
Urith  the  utmost  composure,  and  said,  *'  Oh  please 
your  honour,  it*s  never  a  bit  the  worse." 

It  must  be  acknowledged  that  these  men  are  not 
in  any  danger  of  catching  cold  by  taking  off  their 
wigs  occasionally,  because  they  usually  have  fine 
crops  of  hair  growing  under  their  wigs.^-The  wigs 
are  often  yellow,  and  the  hair  which  appears  from 
beneath  them  black  ^  the  wigs  are  usually  toosmall^ 
and  are  raised  up  by  the  hair  beneath^  or  by  th* 
tari  of  the  wearers. 
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-dow  is  .all  racked  and  tattered,  (says  Ij] 

and  it's   what  I*m   striving   to  mend." 

^  It  is   all    racked   and   tattered   plain 

enough,  (says  he)  and  never  mind  mend* 

4ng  it,  honest  old  Thady,  says  he,  it  wiR 

4o  well  enough  for  you  and  I,  and  that's 

all  the  company  we  shall  have  left  m 

the  house  by-and-bye.*' — ^^  Vm  sorry  to 

see  your  honour  so  low  this   mommg', 

(says  I,)  but  you'll  be  better  after  taking 

your  breakfest." — ^'^  Step    down  to   the 

servants'  hall,  (says  he)  and  bring  me  VBp 

4tie  'pen  and  ink  into  the  parlour,  and  get 

a  sheet  of  paper  from  Mrs.  Jane,  for  I 

have  business  that  can't  brook  to  be  de* 

layed,  and  come  into  the  parlour  with 

the  pen  and  ink  yourself,  Thady,  for  I 

must  have  you  to  witness  my  signing  a 

paper  I  have  to  execute  in  a  hurry." — 

Well,  while  I  was  getting  of  the  pen  and 

ink- 
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irffc^om,  a^dttbe  sheet  of  paper,  I  rzH* 
sacked:  my  brains  to  think  what  could 
be  ^e'papers  nly  poor  master  could  have 
tp  e;«^PSite  in  such  ahuriy,  he  that  never 
tfeougjit  of  such  la  thipg  as  .doing  business 
dfore  breakfast  in  tht^  whole  courdfe  of  his 
Kerfor  any  man  livings — but  this  was 
for  my  lady,  as  I  aftefwardsi  founds  and 
^  more  genteel  of  him  after  all  her* 
treatment.  .1       : 

I  was  just  witnessing  the  papir  that 
ke  had  scrawled  over,  and  'wis'  shaking 
the  ink  out  of  my  pen  upoti'  the  carpel^ 
!when  my  lady  came  in  to  bre^^fast^  and 
she  started  as  if:  it  had  been  a  ghost,  as 
well  she  might,  when  she  saw  Sir  Condy 
Writing  at  ^  this  unseasonable  hour.— i- 
"  That  will  do  vefy.  welly  Thady,"  says 
he  to  me,  and, took  the  paper  I  had 
signed  to,  widiout  knowing  what  uppn  tf/e 

earth 
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earth  it  might  be,  out  of  my  hands,  and 
walked,  folding  it  up,  to  my  lady — 

"  You  are  concerned  in  this,  my  lady 
Rackrent,  (says  he,  putting  it  into  her 
hands,)  and  I  beg  you'll  keep  this  me- 
morandum safe,  and  shew  it  to  your  friends 
the  first  thing  you  do  when  you  get 
home,  but  put  it  in  your  pocket  now, 
my  dear,  and  let  us  eat  our  breakfast,  in 
God's  name."— «  What  is  all  this?"  said 
my  lady,  opening  the  paper  in  great  cu- 
riosity— **  It's  only  a  bit  of  a  memoran- 
dum of  what  I  think  becomes  me  to  do 
whenever  I  am  able,  (says  my  master) ; 
you  know  my  situation,  tied  hand  and 
foot  at  the  present  time  being,  but  that 
can't  last  always,  and  when  I'm  dead 
and  gone,  the  land  will  be  to  the  good, 
Thady,  you  know ;  and  take  notice  it's 
my  intention  your  lady  should  have   a 

clear 
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dear  five  hundred  a  year  jointure  off  the 
estate^  afore  any  of  my  debts  are  paid." — 
**  Oh,  please  your  honour,  says  I,  I  can't 
expect  to  live  to  see  that  time,  being 
now  upwards  of  fourscore  and'ten  years 
of  age,  and  you  a  young  man,  and  likely 
to  continue  so,  by  the  help  of  God." — ^I 
was  vexed  to  see  my  lady  so  insensible 
too,  for  all  she  said  was — "  This  is  very 
genteel  of  you.  Sir  Condy — ^You  need  not 
wait  any  longer,  Thady" — so  I  just  picked 
up  the  pen  and  ink  that  had  tumbled 
on  the  floor,  and  heard  my  master  finish 
with  saying — **  You  behaved  very  gen- 
teel to  me,  my  dear,  when  you  threw  all 
the  little  you  had  in  your  own  power, 
along  with  yourself,  into  my  hands ;  and 
and  as  I  don't  deny  but  what  you  may 
have  had  some  things  to  complain  of, 
(to  be  sure  he  was  thinking  then  of  Judy, 

or 
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XfH  ^f  the  whiskey  pundh,  on^  or  t'other, 
or  both)i  and  as  X  don't  deny  but  you 
may  hare  had  something  to  cdmplain 
of,  my  dear,  it  is  but  fair  you  shoul4 
have  sckiiething  in  the  form  of  compeiir 
sation  to  look  forward  too  agreeably  in 
future ;  besides  it's  an  act  of  justice  to 
myself^  that  hone  of  your  frien4s>  ftiy 
dear,  may  ever  have  it  to  say  against 
me  I  married  for  money,  and  not  for 
love^" — ^  That  is  the  last  thing  I  should 
lever  hbve  thought  of  saying  of  yop,  Sif 
Condy,"  said  my  lady,  loo]dng  very  gra 
•ck>us;^— *^  Theri)  niy  dear,  (said  Sir  Condy) 
we  ^hall  part  as  good  friends  ^s  we  met, 
»o,  airs  right;* 

X  was  greatly  rejoiced  to  heaf  this>  an4 

A^rent  out  of  the  parlour  to  report  i^  all 

to  the  kitchen.r^The  next'  morning  my 

lady  and  Mrs.  Jane  .set  out  for  Moynt 

H  Juliets 
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Juliet's  town  in  the  jauntmg  oaf  j  many 
wondered  at  my  lsdy'$  chuaing  to  go 
away»  considering  all  things,  upon  the 
jaunting  car,  as  if  it  was  only  a  party  of 
pleasure,  biAtthey  did  not  know  tiU  I 
lold  them,  that  the  coach  was  all  broke 
in  the  journey  down,  and  no  other  vchicit 
b^t  the  cai  to  fee  hadj  beside,  my  lady'a 
feii^nda  were  to  send  their  coach  to  meet 
Imc  at  the  cross  roada — so  it  wasvpll  done 
i^ry  proper-    . 

My  po0r  ma9ter  was  in  great  troubk 
^r  my  Jtady  left  us.-~'Thte  execuj&om 
eame  dowt)>.  aiod.  eveiy  thing  at  Gacdf 
Rackrent  wa^  mitA  Igr  the  gnpec^i 
and  my  son  Jason,  to  hi^  ^mme  be;  it 
spQked^  ^Bcaigst  thfim--rl  wondered,,  for 
•fee  Kfe  Q^  me^  how.he  ccHild  harden  bint- 
self  to  do  it»  but  then  h^  had  been  slmdy^ 
i«g  the  Iaw».  and  had  oiada  hitnself  afi* 

tomey 
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jDur  name  and  haod-writing;  in  that  coti* 
dition  wovild  not,  if  brought  before  ths 
courts,  benefit  me  a  straw,  wherefore  let 
us  settle  all  before  we  go  deeper  in  tha 
pufnch-Jbowl/' — "  Settle  all  as  you  willi 
(said  Sir  Condy,  clapf^ng  his  hands  to  hi$ 
ears)  but  let  me  hear  no  more,  I'm  bo* 
thered  to  death  this  night." — ^^  YouV^ 
only  to  sigui"  said  Jason,  putting  the  pco^ 
to  him.^ — ^^  Take  all  and  be  content," 
laid  my  master — So  he  signed^— and  th^ 
man  who  brought  in  the  punch  witnessed 
k,  iox  I  was  mot  aMe^  but  ctying  Uke  a 
e}^;  and  besides  Jason  said^  whidi  ) 
wtn  glad  of,  tibat  I  was  no  fit  witness^ 
being  so  old  and  doating.  It  wa»  so  bad 
wiAh mc,  I  coiildoot  taste  a  dfe>p  of  th^ 
f^unch  itsdf,  though  my  master  bkn^dl^ 
God  bless  him  !  in  the  midfdt  of  his  trotf-^ 
1^  pomred  otit  a  glass  for  ine  abdbrotight 

it 
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H  tip  to  itiy  llps.-^**^  Not  a  drop,  I  thank 
your  honor's  honor  as  milch  as  if  I  took 
it  though,"  and  I  just  set  down  the  glass 
is  It  ^as  and  went  out ;  and  when  I  got 
to  the  street  door,  the  neighbout's  chikier 
who  were  playing  at  marbles  there,  see-^ 
ing  me  in  great  trouble,  left  their  play, 
tod  gathered  about  me  to  know  what 
ailed  me ;  and  I  told  them  all,  for  It  was- 
a  great  relief  to  me  to  speak  to  these  poOl* 
fchilder,  that  seemed  to  have  some  natural 
feeling  left  in  them :  and  when  they  were 
AkAt  sensible  that  Sir  CcHidy  Was  going 
io  leave  Castle  Rackrent  for  good  and 
aH,  ihey  set  up  a  whillalu  that  coftld  be 
heard  to  the  farthest  end  of  the  street  j 
and  one  fine  boy  he  was,  that  my  master 
had  given  an  apple  to  that  morning,  cried 
the  loudest,  but  they  all  were  the  same 
soqy,  for  Sir  Condy  was  greatly  beloved 

amongst. 
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amongst  the  childer  *  for  letting  them  go 
a  nutting  in  the  demesne  without  saying  a 
word  to  them,  though  my  lady  objected 
to  them. — ^The  people  in  the  town  who 
were  the  most  of  them  standing  at  their 
doors,  hearing  the  childer  cry,  would 
know  the  reason  of  it ;  and  when  the  re- 
port was  made  known,  the  people  one  axid 
all  gathered  in  great  anger  against  my  son 
Jason,  and  terror  at  the  notion  of  his 
coming  to  be  landlord  over  them,  and 
they  cried,  No  Jason !  No  Jason  ! — Sir 
Condy  !  Sir  Condy  !  Sir  Condy  Rackrent 
for  ever  !  and  the  mob  grew  so  great  and 
so  loud  I  was  frighted,,  and  made  my  way 
back  to  the  house  to  warn  my.  son  to 
make  his  escape,  or  hide  himself  for  fear 
of  the  consequences. — ^Jason  woyld  not 
believe  me,  till  they  came  all  round  the 
L  house 

*  This  is  the  ia variable  pronunciatioa  of  thiP 
Jowcr  Irish. 
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house  and  to  the  windows  with  great 
shouts — ^then  he  grew  quite  pale,  and 
asked  Sir  Condy  what  had  he  best  do  ? — 
**  ril  tell  you  what  you'd  best  do,  (said 
Sir  Condy,  who  was  laughing  to  see  his 
fright)  finish  yovu*  glass  first,  then  let's  go 
to  the  window  and  shew  ourselves,  and 
I'll  tell  'em,  or  you  shall  if  you  please, 
that  I'm  going  to  the  L-odge  for  change  of 
air  for  my  health,  and  by  my  own  desire, 
for  the  rest  of  my  days." — *^  Do  so,"  said 
Jason,  who  never  meant  it  ^uld  have 
been  so,  but  could  not  refuse  him  the 
Lodge  at  this  imseasonable  time.  Ac- 
cordingly Sir  Condy  threw  up  the  sash  and 
explained  matters,  and  thanked  all  his 
friends,  and  bid  'em  look  in  at  the  punch 
bowi,  and  observe  that  Jason  and  he  had 
been  sitting  over  it  very  good  friends ;  so 
iJie  mob  was  content,  and  he  sent  'em 
out  some  whiskey  to  drink  his  health,  and 

that 
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that  was  the  last  time  his  honoris  health 
was  ever  drank  at  Castle  Rackrent. 

The  very  next  day,  being  too  proud, 
as  he  said  to  me,  to  stay  an  hour  longer 
in  a  house  that  did  not  belong  to  him,  he 
sfets  oflF  to  the  Lodge,  and  I  along  with 
him  not  many  hours  after.  And  there 
was  great  bemoaning  tfirough  all  O'Shaugh- 
lin's  town,  which  I  staiyed  to  witness,  and 
gave  my  poor  master  a  full  account  of 
when  I  got  to  the  Lodge. — He  was  very 
low  and  in  his  bed  when  I  got  there,  and 
compteined  of  a  great  pain  about  his  heart, 
but  I  guessed  it  was  only  trouble,  and  all 
the  business,  kt  alone  vexation,  he  had 
gone  through  of  late ;  and  knowing  the 
nature  of  him  from  a  boy,  I  took  my 
ptpe^  and  while  smoking  it  by  the  chim- 
ney, began  telling  him  how  he  was  be- 
loved and  regretted  in  the  county,  and  it 
L  2  di4 
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did  him  a  deal  of  good  to  hear  it. — 
"  Your  honor  has  a  great  many  friends 
yet  that  you  don't  know  of^  rich  and  poor, 
in  the  county  (says  I)  j,  for  as  I  was  coming 
along  on  the  road  I  mjettwo  gentlemen  in 
their  own  carriages,  wTio  asked  after  you, 
knowing  me,  and  wanted  to  know.wbere 
you  was,  and  all  about  you,  and  even 
how  old  I  was — ^thiilk'of  that." — ^Theri  he 
wakened  out  of  his  doze,  and  began  * 
questioning  me  who  the  gentlemen  were. 
And  the  next  morning  it  came  into  my 
head  to  go>  unknown  to  any  body,  with 
my  master^s  compliments  round  to  many 
of  the  gentlemen's  houses  where  he  and 
my  lady  used  to  visit,  and  people  that  I 
knew  were  his  great  friends,  and  would 
go  to  Cork  to  serve  him  any  day  in  the 
year,  and  I  made  bold  to  try  to  borrow  a 
trifle  of  cash  from  them. — ^They  all  treated 

me 
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me  vety  civil  for  the  most  part,  and  asked 
a  great  miny  questions  very  kind  about 
my  lady  and  Sir  Condy  and  all  the  family, 
and  were  greatly  surprised  to  learn  from 
me  Castle  Rackrent  was  sold^  and  my 
master  at  the  Lodge  for  his  health ;  and 
they  all  pitied  him  greatly,  and  he  had 
their  good  wishes  if  that  would  do,  but 
money  was  a  thing  they  unforttinately  had 
not  any  of  tiiem  at  this* time  to  spare.  I 
had  my  journey  for  my  pains,  and  I,  not 
used  to  walking,  nor  supple  as  formerly, 
was  greatly  tired,  but  had  th^  satisfaction 
of  telling  my  master  when  I  got  to  the 
Ix)dge  all  the  civil  things  said  by  high 
and  low. 

*^  Thady,  (says  he)  all  you've  been  tell- 
ing me  brings  a  strange  thought  into  my 
head ;  I've  a  notion  I  shall  not  be  long 
for  this  world  any  how,  and  I've  a  great 
I.  3  fi^ncy 
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fiincv  to-see  mv  own  funeral  afore  I  die.** 
I  was  greatly  ahocked  at  Ae  first  speak- 
ing to  hear  him  speak  so  light  abotit  his 
funeral,  and  he  to  all  appearance  in  good 
health,  but  recollecting  myself,  answer- 
ed— *^  To  be  sure  it  would  be  a  fine  sight 
as  one  could  see,  I  dared  to  say,  and  one 
I  should  be  proud  to  witness,  and  I  did 
not  doubt  his  honor's  would  be  as  great  a 
funeral  as  ever  Sir  Patrick  0'%aughlin*s 
was,  and  such  a  one  as  that  bad  never 
been  known  in  the  county  afore  or  since." 
But  I  never  thought  he  was  in  earnest 
about  seeing  his  own  funeral  himself,  till 
the  next  day  he  returns  to  it  again. — 
"  Thady,  (says  he)  as  far  as  the  wake* 
goes,    sure  I  piiffht  widiout   any  great 

trouble 

*  A  wake  in  England  is  a  meeting  avowed!/  for 
merriment^in  Ireland^  it  is  a  nocturnal  meeting 
iTowedljr  for  the  purpose  o^  watching  and  bcw^^t 
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trouble  have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a 
bit  of  my  own  funeral."-^-"  Well,  since 
yfmt  honor's  honor's  so  bent  upon  it,  (says 
I,  not  willing  to  cross  him,  and  he  in 
trouble)  we  must  see  what  we  can  do/' — 
So  he  fell  into  a  sort  of  a  sham  disorder, 
which  was  easy  done,  as  he  kept  his  bed 
and  no  one  to  see  him;  and  I  got  my 
shister,  who  was  an  old  woman  very  handy 
about  the  sick,  and  very  skilful,  to  come 
up  to  the  Lodge  to  nurse  him  5  and  we 
gave  out,  she  knowing  no  better,  that  he 
was  just  at  his  latter  end,  and  it  answered 
beyond  any  thing;  and  there  was  a  great 
throng  of  people,  men,  women  and  chil- 
der,  and  there  being  only  two  rooms  at 
the  Lodge,  except  what  was  locked  up 
full  of  Jason's  furniture  and  things,  the 
house  was  soon  as  full  and  fuller  than  it 
L  4  could 

ing  the  dead  3  but  in  reality  for  gossippiog  and  de« 
baucheiy, 
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could  hold,  and  the  heat,  and  smoke,  and 
noise  wonderful  great;  and  standing 
ariiongst  them  that  were  near  the  bed, 
but  not  thinking  at  all  of  the  dead,  I  was 
started  by  the  sound  of  my  master's  voice 
from  under  the  great  coats  that  had  been 
thrown  all  at  top,  and  I  went  close  upj, 
no  one  noticing. — ^^  Thady,  (says  he)  I've 
had  enough  of  this,  I'm  smothering,  and 
I  can't  hear  a  word  of  all  they're  saying 
of  the  deceased." — **  God  bless  you,  and 
lie  still  quiet  (says  I)  a  bit  longer,  for  my 
shister's  afraid  of  ghosts,  and  would  die 
on  the  spot  with  the  fright,  was  she  to 
see  you  come  to  life  all  on  a  sudden  this 
way  without  the  least  preparation." — So 
he  lays  him  still,  though  well  nigh  stifkd, 
and  I  made  all  haste  to  tell  the  secret  of 
the  joke,  whispering  to  one  and  t'other, 
and  there  was  a  great  surprise,  but  not 
so  great  as  we  had  laid  out  it  would. — 

^  And 
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"  And  aren't  we  to  have  the  pipes  and 
tobacco,  after  coming  so  far  to-night>'* 
says  some  ;  but  they  were  all  well  enough 
pleased  when  his  honor  got  up  to  drink 
with  them,  and  sent  for  more  spirits  from 
a  shebean-house*,  where  they  very  ci- 
villy let  him  have  it  upon  credit — so  the 
night  passed  off  very  merrily,  but  to  my 
mind  Sir  Condy  was  rather  upon  the  sad 
order  in  the  midst  of  it  all,  not  finding 
there  had  been  such  a  great  talk  about 
himself  after  his  death  as  he  had  always 
expected  to  hear. 

The  next  morning  when  the  house  wa5 
cleared  of  them,  and  none  but  my  shister 
and  myself  left  in  the  kitchen  with  Sir 
Condy,  one  opens  the  door  and  walks  in^j^ 
^nd  who  should  it  be  but  Judy  M'Quirk 

herself. 

♦  Shehean-house,  a  hedge  alebouse. — Shebean  prQ- 
perly  means  weak  sm^U-bear,  taplash. 
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herSelf.^ — I  forgot  to  notice  that  she  had 
been  married  long  since,  whilst  young 
Captain  Moneygawl  lived  at  the  Lodge, 
to  the  Captain^s  huntsman,  who  after  a 
while  listed  and  left  her,  and  was  killed 
in  the  wars.  Poor  Judy  fell  off  greatly  in 
her  good  looks  after  her  being  married  a 
year  or  two,  and  being  smoke-dried  in 
the  cabin  and  neglecting  herself  like,  it 
was  hard  for  Sir  Condy  himself  to  know 
her  again  till  she  spoke ;  but  when  she 
says,  **  It's  Judy  M^Quirk,  please  your 
honor,  don't  you  remember  her?" — ^^  Oh, 
Judy,  is  it  you?  (says  his  honor) — ^yes, 
sure  I  remember  you  very  well — but 
you're  greatly  altered,  Judy." — **  Sure  it's 
time  for  me,  (says  she)  and  I  think  your 
honor  since  I  seen  you  last,  but  that's  a 
great  while  ago,  is  altered  too." — "  And 
with  reason,  Judy,  (says  Sir  Condy,  fetch- 

H 
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ing  a  sort  of  sigh) — ^but  how's  this,  Judy, 
(he  goes  on)  I  take  it  a  little  amiss  of  you 
that  you  were  not  at  my  wake  last  night  ?" 
*^  Ah,  don*t  be  being  jealous  of  that, 
(says  she)  I  did'nt  hear  a  sentence  of  your 
honor's  wake  till  it  was  all  over,  or  it 
would  have  gone  hard  with  me  but  I 
would  have  been  at  it  sure — ^but  I  was 
forced  to  go  ten  miles  up  the  country 
three  days  ago  to  a  wedding  of  a  relation 
of  my  own's,  and  didn't  get  home  till 
after  the  wake  was  over ;  but  (says  she) 
it  won't  be  so,  I  hope,  the  next  time*, 
please  your  honor/' — ^^  That  we  shall 
see,  Judy,  (says  his  honor)  and  may  be 

sooner 

*  At  the  coronation  of  one  of  pur  njonarchs,  the 
king  complained  of  the  confusion  which  happened 
in  the  proccflion— The  great  officer  who  presided 
told  his  majesty,  '^  That  jt  should  not  be  so  next 
time/* 
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sooner  than  you  think  for^  for  I've  been 
very  unwell  this  while  past,  and  don't 
reckon  any  way  I'm  long  for  this  world." 
At  this  Judy  takes  up  the  comer  of  her 
apron,  and  puts  it  first  to  one  eye  and 
then  to  t'other,  being  to  all  appearance  in 
great  trouble ;  and  my  shister  put  in  her 
wordj  and  bid  his  honor  have  a  good 
heart,  for  ^he  was  sure  it  was  only  the 
gout  that  Sir  Patrick  used  to  have  flying 
about  him,  and  that  he  ought  to  drink  a 
glass  or  a  bottle  extraordinsury  to  keep  it 
out  of  his  stomach,  and  he  promised  to 
take  her  advice,  and  sent  out  for  more 
spirits  immediately ;  and  Judy  made  a  sign 
to  me,  and  I  went  over  to  the  door  to 
her,  and  she  said — "  I  wonder  to  see  Sir 
Condy  so  low ! — Has  he  heard  the  news  r" 
«  What  news?"  says  I. — «  Did'nt  ye 
hear  it,  then  ?  (says  she)  my  lady  Rack- 
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rent  that  was  is  kilt  and  lying  for  dead, 
and  I  dotft  doubt  but  it's  all  over  with'  her 
by  this  time/'— T^*^  iVlercy  on  us.  all,  (says 
I)  how  was  it^'-' — ^  The  jaunting  car,  it 
was  that^that  ran  iatway  with  her,  (say« 
Judy)*— I  was  coming  home  that  same 
time  from  Bidfly  MKjruggin's  marriage, 
and  a  gredt.  cf  owd  of  people  too  upon  tlie 
road  eomiiig  from,  the  fair  of  Crookaghaa-*- 
watur,  andl  sees  a  jauntingcar  standing  in 
the  middle  of  the  road,  and  with  the  two 
wheels  off  and  all  tattered.r — What's  this  ? 
says!."'—"  Did'nt  ye  hear  of  it:?  (says  they 
that  were  looking  oii}  it'3  my  lady  Rack- 
rent's  car  that  was  running  away  from  her 
husband,  and  the  Horse  took  fright  at  a 
carriori  that  lay  across  the  road,  and  so 
ran  away  with  the  jaunting  car,  and  my 
lady  Rackrent  and  her  maid  screaming, 
and  the  horse  ran  with  them  against  a 
•  car 
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car  that  was  coming  from  the  fair^  with 
the  boy  askep  on  it,  and  the  lady's  petti- 
coat hanging  out  of  the  jaunting  car 
caught,  and  she  was  dragged  I  can't  tell 
you  how  far  upon  the  road,  and  it  alt 
broken  up  with  the  stones  just  going  to 
be  pounded,  and  one  of  the  road  makers 
with  his  sledge  hammer  in  his  hand  stops 
the  horse  at  the  last ;  but  my  lady  Rack- 
rent  was  all  kilt  *  and  smashed,  and  they 

Hfted 

Kilt  and fmaihed'-^Oxyx  author  is  not  liere  guiltjr 
of  an  antidixnax.*— The  mere  English  reader, 
from  a  similarity  of  sound  between  the  words  kilt 
and  killed,  might  be  induced  to  suppose  that  their 
meanings  are  similar,  yet  they  are  not  by  any  means 
in  Ireland  synonymous  terms.  Thus  you  may  heat 
a  man  exclaim — "  Tm  kilt  and  murdered  !*' — but 
he  frequently  means  only  that  he  has  received  a 
black  eye,  or  a  slight  contusion. — Vm  kilt  all  over*^ 
means  that  he  is  in  a  worse  state  than  being  simply 
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lifted  her  into  a  cabin  hard  by,  and  the 
maid  was  found  after,  where  she  had 
been  thrown,  in  the  gripe  of  the  ditch, 
her  cap  and  bonnet  all  full  of  bog  water — 
and  they  say  my  lady  can't  live  any  way. 
Thady,  pray  now  is  it  true  what  I'm  told 
for  fartain  that  Sir  Condy  has  made  over 
all  to  your  son  Jason  ?"— -"  All,"  says  I. — 
"  Alt  entirely,*'  says  she  again. — ^^  AU 
entirely,"  says  I.— ^"  Then  (says  she) 
that's  a  great  shame,  but  don't  be  tell- 
ing Jason  what  I  say." — "  And  what 
is  it  you  say  ?  (cries  Sir  Condy,  leaning 
over  betwixt  us,  which  made  Judy  start 
greatly)-— I  know  the  time  when  Judy 
M^Quirk  would  never  have  stayed  so  long 
talking  at  the  door,  and  I  in  the  house," 
"  Oh,  (says  Judy)  for  shame.  Sir  Condy, 

times 

kih — Thus— /*.w  kiit  iiuith  the  colJ^U  nothing  to— 
J*m  kili  all  over  ivitb  the  rhtumot'ifnu 
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times  are  altered  since  then,  and  it's  my 
lady  Rackrent  you  ought  to  be  thinking 
of." — "  And  why  should  I  be  thinking  of 
htTy  that's  not  thinking  of  me  now  ?"  says 
Sir  Condy. — "  Na  matter  for  that,  (says 
Judy,  very  properly)  it's  time  you  should 
he  thinking  of  her  if  ever  you  mean  to  do 
it  at  all,  for  don't  you  know  she's  lying 
for  death?" — **  My  lady  Rackrent !  (says 
Sir  Condy  in  a  surprise)  why  it's  but  two 
-days  since  we  parted,  as  you  very  well 
know,  Thady,  in  her  full  health  and  spi- 
rits, and  she  and  her  maM  along  with  her 
going  to  Mount  Juliet's  town  on  her 
jaunting  car." — "  She'll  never  ride  no 
more  on  her  jaunting  car,  (said  Judy) 
for  it  has  been  the  death  of  her  sure 
.enough." — ^^  And  is  she  dead  then  ?"  says 
his  honor. — "  As  good  as  dead,  I  hear, 
(says  Judy)   but  there's  Thady  here  has 

just 
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just  learnt  tha  whole  truth  of  the  story  m 
I  had  it>  and  ^  i&  fitter  he  or  any  body 
else -should  be  tellirig  it  you  than  I,  Sk 
Condy — I  must  be  going  home  to  th^ 
childer>"— But  he  stops  her,  but  ratbcr 
fifom  civility  in  him,  as  I  could  see  veiy 
plainly,  than  any  thing  else,  for  Judy  was, 
as  his  honor  remarked,  at  her  first  CQming 
in,  greatly  changed,  and  little  likely,  as 
far  as  I  could  see-*-though  she  did  nqt 
seem  to  be  clear  of  it  herself — ^little  Kkely 
to  1^  my  lady  Rackrent  now,  should 
there  be  a  second  toss-up  to  be  made.-— 
But  I  told  him  the  whole  story  out  of  the 
*face,  *just  as  Judy  had  told  it  to  n>e,  and 
he  sent  off  a  jnesseuger  with  his  compli- 
moiits  to  Mount  Juliet's  town  that  even- 
ing tj>  kam  the  truth  of  the  report,  and 
Judy  bid  the  boy  4lhat  was  going  call  ki 
at  Tim  li^Eatm%y*s  shop  in  O'Shaugh- 
M  lin's 
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lm*s  town  and  buy  her  a  new  shawf. — 
*^  Do  so,  (says  Sir  Condy)  and  tell  Tim 
to  take  no  money  from  you,  for  I  must 
pay  him  for  the  shawl  myself." — ^At  this 
my  shister  throws  me  over  a  look,  and  I 
says  nothing,  but  turned  the  tobacco  in 
my  mouth,  whilst  Judy  began  making  a 
many  words  about  it,  and  saying  how  she 
could  not  be  behojdeii  for  shawls  by  any 
gentleman,  I  left  her  there  to  consult 
with  my  shister,  did  she  think  there  was 
any  thing  in  it,  and  my  shister  thought  I 
was  blind  to  be  asking  her  the  question, 
and  I  thought  my  shister  must  see  more 
into  it  than  I  did,  and  recollecting  all 
past  times  and  every  thing,  I  changed 
my  mind,  and  came  over  to  her  way  of 
thinking,  and  we  settled  it  that  Judy  was 
very  like  to  be  my.1;ady  Rackrent  after 
all,  if  ^  vacancy  should  hayc  happened. 

The 
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The  tlext  day,  before  his  honor  watf 
up,  somebody  comes  with  a  double  knock 
at  the  door,  and  I  was  greatly  surprised 
to  see  it  was  my  son  Jason. — ^^  Jason,  is 
it  you?  (sajrs  I)  what  brings  you  to  the 
Lodge  ?  (says  I)  is  it  my  lady  Rackrent  ? 
we  know  that  already  since  yesterday," 
*^  May  be  so,  (says  he)  but  I  must  see 
Sir  Condy  about  it." — ^'  You  can't  see 
him  yet,  (says  I)  sure  he  is  not  awake." 
"  What  then,  (says  he)  can't  he  be 
wakened  ?  and  I  standing  at  tibe  door." — 
**  m  not  be  disturbing  his  honor  for  you, 
Jason  (says  1)  j  raany's  the  hour  you've 
waited  in  your  time,  and  been  proud  to 
do  it,  till  his  honor  was  at  leisure  to  speak 
to  you, — 'His  honor,"  says  I,  raising  my 
voice — at  which  his  honor  wadcens  of  his 
own  accord,  and  calls  to  me  from  the 
room  to  know  who  it  was  I  wm  speaking 
Ms  t9. 
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to.  Jasofi  mkde  lio  riiore  ceremony,  but 
follows  me  mto  the  room* — '*  How  are 
yoUy  Sir  Condy,  (says  he^  I'm  happy  to 
see  you  }ookmg  so  w«tt  ^  I  came  up  to 
know  how  y<3u  6jA  tot^y>  aa^id  to  see  did 
you  want  foa:  any  thing  at  the  Lodge.*'-*— 
^  Nothing  at  all,  Mr*  Jason,  I  Aank 
yoo,  (iays  he,  lb|  his  ^onor  had  h^  own 
^lare  of  pride,  and  did  not  chuae>  titer 
iM  that  had  passed,  to  be  hehaUen,  I 
fflippoae,  to  my  sonjh^but  pi^y  take  s 
shair  and  he  seated^  Mf.  Jason."^ Jason 
^t  him  down  upOKH  the^cbesti  £ccr  chahr 
tiaere  waanone,  anda&ci'lpi^  ha4  ^t  thet^ 
some  time,  and  a  si^nee  oa  ^U  sldes^-* 
<*  What  news  is  diere  stimng  in  tlie  qouiw 
try.  Mi.  JfcBon  M^ihiirk  ?^^  oayd  K^OOTdy, 
very  easy,  yet  high  like.-Ho^;  None  diat*^ 
neWstoLybu,SirCondy^  Ihear  (say&  JaioiiJ' 
l^am  so^  ta  bear  of  my  hdy  Rackrefit's 
-  accident/' 
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accidteirt."— **  1  am  much  obliged  to  yon, 
and  so  k  her  ladyship,  I'm  sure/'  answers 
Sir  Condy^  still  stiff.;  and  there  was  an- 
other sort  of  a  silence,  which  seemed  to 
lie  the  heairiest  on  my  «on  Jason. 

**  Sit  Condy,  (says  he  at  last,  seeing 
Sir  Condy  di^x)sing  himself  to  go  to  sleep 
again)  Sir  Condy,  I  dare  say  you  recollect 
mentiioiling  to  me  the  little  memorandum 
you  gave  to  lady  Rackrent  about  the 
£.  600  a  year  johiture/' — ^*  Very  true, 
{ssiid  ik  Condy)  it  is  all  in  my  recollec- 
tion."-^** But  if  my  lady  Rackrent  dies 
there's  an  end  of  all  jointure,"  says  Jason. 
^  Of  course,"  says  Sir  Condy.— *^  But 
it's«ot  a  matter  of  certainty  that  my  lady 
Rackrent  worft  recover,"  says  Jason. — 
**  Very  true,  Sir,"  says  my  master. — 
^  It's  a  fair  speculation  then,  for  you  to 
consider  what  the  chance  of  the  jointure 
Ms  on 
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on  those  lands  when  out  of  custodiam  will 
be  to  you," — ^^  Jyst  five  hundred  a  year, 
I  take  it,  without  any  ^peculatjpn  at  all,'* 
$aid  Sir  Condy.. — ^^  That's  supposing  the 
life  dropt  ^nd  the  custodiam  off,  you 
know,  begging  your  pardon.  Sir  Condy, 
who  understand  business,  that  is  a  wrong 
calculation." — ^^  Very  likely  so,  (said  Sir 
Condy)  but  Mr.  Jason,  if  you  have  any 
thing  to  say  to  me  this  morning  about  it, 
I'd  be  obliged  to  yqu  to  say  it,  for  I  had 
an  indifferent  night's  rest  lart  night,  and 
wouldn't  be  sorry  to  sleep  a  little  this 
morning/' — '^  I  have  only  three  words  to 
^ay,  and  those  more  of  consequence  to 
you,  Sir  Condy,  than  me.  You  are  a 
little  cool,  I  observe,  but  I  hope  you  will 
not  be  offended  at  what  I  have  brought 
here  in  my  pOcket," — and  he  pulls  out 
(wo  long  rplls>  and  showers  down  golden 

guineas 
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guineas  upon  the  bed,  *^  What's  this? 
(said  Sir  Condy)  it^s  long  since" — ^but  his 
pride  stops  him — '^  All  these  are  your 
lawful  property  this  minute.  Sir  Condy,  if 
you  please,"  said  Jason.— ^"  Not  for  no- 
thing, I'm  sure,  (said  Sir  Condy,  and 
laughs  a  little) — ^nothing  for  nothing,  or 
Tm  under  a  mistake  with  you,  Jason/' — 
"  Oh,  Sir  Condy,  we'll  not  be  indulging 
ourselves  In  any  unpleasant  retrospects, 
(says  Jason)  it's  my  present  intention  to 
behave,  as  I'm  sure  you  will,  like  a  gen- 
tleman in  this  affair. — Here's  two  hun- 
dred guineas,  and  a  third  I  mean  to  add, 
if  you  should  think  proper  to  make  over 
to  me  all  your  right  and  title  to  tho'se 
lands  that  you  know  of." — ^*  I'll  consider 
of  it,"  said  my  master;  and  a  great  deal 
more,  that  I  was  tired  listening  to,  was 
said  by  Jason,  and  all  that,  and  the 
M  4  sight 
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sight  rf  the  roady  cash  upon  the  feed 
worked  ^^h  Ms  ^(HX)r;  aiid  the  short  tod 
the  loog  of  it  ^a$.  Sir  Ccmdy  gathered  \ip 
^e  golden  gumeas  aM  tied  i^  ki  a 
bandkferchSfefy  and  sigied  sorffe  pajler  Ja* 
son  br<mght  with  him  as  uewil^  aid  *hWe 
was  an  end  of  the  bifimneis  s  Jaaon  took 
himsetf  aWay,  and  my  master  tunfcd  hkti^ 
self  round  a^d  felHskep  lagaiii, 

I  soon  found  wfeot  had  put  Jason  in 
such  a  hurty  to  conchidc  this  bifeioess. 
Hie  little,  gossoon  we  had  setftoflFthe  daj^ 
befoire  with  nayi'mastefr^s  cdrftpKments  to 
Mount  Juliet's  towte,  a[nd  to  kndw  hoifr 
Bay  lady  did  after  her  accidetit,  ^as  stop^ 
pcd  early  thi&  moraiii^>  commg  back  with 
his  a»fwer  tfewigh  O'Shaughiin's  tdwn^ 
tt  Castle  Radarcnt  ^by  my  son  Jason^  and 
questioned  of  affl  he  knew  of  liiy  lady 
from  tiie  servants  ^  Moiuit  JuHfet's  foifrh  j 

and 
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end  the  gossoon  tdd  him  my  hidy  Rack- 
t^A  was  not  expected  to  Uve  over  nighty 
80  Jason  thought  it  high  tine  to  be  moving 
to  the  Lodge,  to  make  his  baigain  with 
roy  ma^er^Ont  the  jointure  afore  it  sbou)^ 
be  too  late,  and  aSorc  the  little  gossooa 
ehoiald  >reach  ufe  with  the  news.  My 
master  "was  gieatly  vexed,  diat  is,  I  m^y 
say,  as  much  as  ever  I  seen  him,  whea 
he  foimd  how  he  had  been  token  in ;  but 
it  was  sonle  comfort  to  have  the  ready 
cash  for  imj^ediafte  -consumption  in  thf 
house  any  way. 

Amd  when  Judy  came  ^p  tba*  evenings 
and  brought  the  chiider  to  sec  his  hortoii 
he  unties  the  haindkerchief,  ecfd  <S«i 
bless  him  !  whether  it 'was  little  or  much 
he  had,  'twas  nil  the  sam^  with 'him,  hf 
gives  'erti  all  round  guineas  a-piefee.-f 
«  Hold  up  your  head,  (says  my  sister  to 

Judy, 
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Judy,  as  Sir  Condy  was  busy  filling  out  a 
glass  of  punch  for  her  eldest  boy) — Hold 
up  your  head^  Judy,  for  who  knows  but 
we  may  live  to  see  you  yet  at  the  head  of* 
the  Castle  Rackrent  estate." — ^*  May  be 
«o,  (says  she)  but  not  the  way  you  are 
thinking  of" — I  did  not  rightly  understand 
which  way  Judy  was  looking  when  she 
makes  this  speech,  till  a  while-  after.— 
^  Why  Thady,  you  were  telling  me  yes* 
terday  that  Sir  Condy  had  sold  all  entirely 
to  Jason,  and  where  then  does  all  them 
guineas  in  the  handkerchief  come  from  ?" 
^  They  are  the  purchase  money  of  my 
lady's  jointure,'*  says  I. — ^Judy  looks  a 
little  bit  puzzled  at  this. — ^^  A  penny  for 
your  thoughts,  Judy,  (says  my  shister) — 
liark,  sure  Sir  Condy  is  drinking  her 
iiealth." — He  w^s  at  the  table   in  tk^ 
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room^y  drinking  with  the  exciseman  and 
the  gauger,  who  came  up  to  see  his  honor, 
and  we  were  standing  over  tihe  fire  in  the 
kitchen. — "  I  don't  much  care  is  hc^ 
drinking  my  health  or  not  (says  Judy), 
and  it  is  not  Sir  Condy  I*m  thinking  of, 
with  all  your  jokes,  whatever  he  is  of  me." 
^*  Sure  you  wouldn't  refuse  to  be  my  lady 
Rackrent,  Judy,  if  you  had  the  offer  ?'^ 
3ays  I. — ^*  But  if  I  could  do  better  ?"  says 
3he.  '^  How  better  ?"  says  I  and  my  shister 
both  at  once, — "  How  better !  (says  she) 
why  what  signifies  it  to  be  my  lady  Rack-- 
rent and  no  Castle?  sure  what  good  is 
the  car  and  no  horse  to  draw  it?"-^ 
*^  And  where  will  ye  get  the  horse,  Judy," 
§ay€  L— ^^  N^vtt:  yo^  mind  that,  (says 
she) — may  be  it  is  your  own  son  Jason 
plight  find  th^t/'-^f^  Jftson  I  (§ays  I)  don't 

be 
.    f  fbe  rom^^ibe  principal  room  in  the  hotue^ 
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be  trasttng  to hkh,  Judy.  SirCondy,  as 
J  have  good  re^soa  to  know,  spofce  well  of 
jOii»  when  Jaeoa  ^jdte  very  mdifferently 
«rf  yctti,  Judy  .''-^**  No  matller  fsay$  Judy), 
it'i  ofi:esi  saen  jspeak  ihe  contrary  just  to 
what  Ifesy  thimlt  of  us." — ^  And  you  tJie 
same  way  of  tbem,  no  doubt,  (answers 
I). — Nay  don't  be  >d6ny5»g  it,  Jady,  for  I 
think  the  ^et^^  erf  yt  for  it,  Jiad  ^iOuMn'^ 
he  pibud  to  4:^11  ye  Aie  daughter  ^f  a 
diister's  son  of  mine,  if  I  wa^  to  hear  ye 
talk  ungratefal,  and  any  vray  4isre^pect^ 
&A  of  his  honor."— J^*^  Wtett^  disrespect, 
<8ays  Ac)  1o  s^  I'd  father^  tf  fit  Wfts  my 
luck,  be  »ftie  wtfe  of  ftn^fib^r  iftan?** 
^  V^ou'll  have  no  fttK^k,  t&ki^  itty  w^rds, 
Jlldy,"  %^  iji  *d:  atl  I  refhedb«6d 
ab^t  my  >p^(fr  mtttef'^  gdixhiisxte  tossing 
up^orher'^Fdit  he.itiarneti  kt'ati  cam6 
across  me,  and  I  had  a  choaking  in  my 
;       .       /'  f         .    :  -         thrt)at 
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throat  that  hindered  me  to  say  more.i— ^ 
^  Better  luck,  any  hQW>  Thady,  (say* 
she)  than  to  be  like  some  folk,  following 
the  fortunes  of  them  that  have  none  kft.*^ 
^  Oh  King  Qf  Gk)ryt  (says  I)  hear  the 
pride  9nd  ungratit^de  of  har>  and  he  giv^ 
ing  his  last  guineas  but  a  minute  ago  to 
her  child^r>  and  she  vith  th^  fine  shkwl 
on  hef  he  madb  he^  a  present  of  but  yes* 
terday  1*'-^"  Oh  troth,  Judy,  you're  wro»g 
now> '  say«  my  shister,  looking  at  thc^ 
shawl. — ^*  And  was  not  be  wrong  yester- 
day then,  (says  she)  to  be  telling  me  I 
was  greatly  altered,  to  affront  me."— 
^  But  Judy,  (says  I)  what  is  it  brings 
you  here  then  at  all  in  the  mind  you  are 
fe — is  It  to  make  Jason  think  the  better 
of  you?^— ^  111  tell  you  no  more  of  my 
secrets,  iT^ady,  (says  she)  nor  would 
hare  toW  you  this  much,  had  I  taken  you 
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£ar  such  an  unnatural  fader  as  I  find  yott 
are,  not  to  wish  your  own  son  prefarred 
to  another/' — **  Oh  troth,  you  are  wrong, 
now,  Thady,**  says  my  shister. — ^Well,  I 
was  never  so  put  to  it  in  my  life  between 
these  womens,  and  my  son  and  my  mas- 
ter, and  all  I  felt  and  thought  just  now, 
I  could  not  upon  my  conscience  ttll  which 
was  the  wrong  from,  the  right. — 3p  I  said 
not  a  word  more,  but  was  only  glad  his 
honor  had  not  the  luck  to  hear  all  Judy 
had  been  saying  of  him,  for  I  reckoned 
it  would  have  gone  nigh  to  break  his 
heart ;  not  that  I  was  of  opinion  he  cared 
for  her  as  much  as  she  and  my  shister 
fencied,  but  the  ungratitude  of  the  whole 
from  Judy  might  not  plase  him,  and  he 
could  never  stand  the  notion  of  not  being 
well  spoken  of  or  beloved  like  behind  his 
back.     Fortunately  for  all  parties  con- 
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cemed,  he  was  so  much  elevated  at  this 
time,  there  was  no  danger  of  his  under- 
standing any  thing,  even  if  it  had  reached 
his  ears.  There  was  a  great  horn  at  the 
Lodge,  ever  since  my  master  and  Captain 
Moneygawl  was  in  together,  that  used  to 
belong  originally  to  the  celebrated  Sir 
Patrick,  his  ancestor,  and  his  honor  was 
fond  often  of  telling  the  story  that  he  lamed 
from  me  when  a  child,  how  Sir  Patrick 
drank  the  full  of  this  horn  without  stop- 
ping, and  this  was  what  no  other  man 
afore  or  since  conld  without  drawing 
breath. — ^Now  Sir  Condy  challenged  the 
ganger,  who  seemed  to  think  little  of  the 
horn,  to  swallow  the"  contents,  and  it 
filled  to  the  brim^  with  punch ;  and  the 
ganger  said  it  was  what  he  could  not  do 
for  nothing,  but  he'd  hold  Sir  Condy  a 
hundred  guineas  he'd  do  it. — "  Done, 
(says  my  master)  Fll  lay  you  a  hundred 
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golden  guineas  to  a  tester  *  you  don't.'' — 
**  Done,"  says  the  ganger,  and  done  and 
done's  enough  between  two  gentlemen* 
The  ganger  was  cast,  and  my  master  won 
the  bet,  and  thought  he'd  won  a  hundred 
guineas,  but  by  the  wording  it  was  ad- 
judged to  be  only  a  tester  that  was  his 
due,  by  the  exciseman.  It  was  all  one 
to  him,  he  was  as  well  pleased,  and  I 
was  glad  to  see  him  in  such  spirits  again. 

The  ganger,  bad  luck  to  him  !  was  the 
man  that  next  proposed  to  my  master  to 
try  himself  could  he  take  at  a  draught  the 
contents  of  the  great  horn. — "  Sir  Pa- 
trick's horn!  (said  his  honor)  hand  it  to 
me — I'll  hold  you  your  own  bet  over  again 
I'll  swallow  it." — "  Done,  (says  the  gau-  ^ 

ger) 
*  TVi/^r— Sixpence — from  the  French  word  tete, 
ft  head.  A  piece  of  silver  stamped  with  a  head, 
which  in  old  French  was  called,  *'  un  testion,"  and 
which  was  about  the  value  of  an  old  Fnglish  six- 
pence.—Tester  is  used  in  Shakspeare. 
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guer)  ril  lay  ye  any  thing  at  all  you  do 
no  such  thing."^^*^   A  hundred  guineas 
to  sixpence  I  do,  (says  he)  bring  me  the 
handkerchief.*' — I  was  loth,  knowing  he 
meant  the  handkerchief  with  the  gold  in 
it,  to  bring  it  out  in  such  company,  and 
his  honor  not  very  well  able  to  reckon  it. 
^^  Bring  me  the  handkerchief  then, Thady," 
says  he,    and  stamps  with  his  foot;    so 
with  that  I  pulls  it  out  of  my  great  coat 
pocket,  where  I  had  put  it  for  safety. — 
Oh,  how  it  grieved  me  to  see  the  guineas 
counting  upon  the  table,  and  they  the  last 
my  master  had.     Says  Sir  Condy  to  me — 
"  Your  hand  is   steadier  than  mine  to- 
night. Old  Thady,  and  that's  a  wonder ; 
fill  you  the  horn  for  me." — And  so  wish- 
ing his  honor  success,  I  did — but  I  filled 
it,  little  thinking  of  what  would   befall 
him. — He  swallows  it  down,  and  drops 
N  like 
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like  one  shot. — ^We  lifts  him  up,  and  he 
was  speechless  and  quite  black  in  the  face. 
We  put  him  to  bed,  and  in  a  short  time 
he  wakened  raving  with  a  fever  on  his 
brain.  He  was  shocking  either  to  see  or 
hear. — "  Judy  !  Judy !  have  ye  no  touch 
of  feeling?  won't  you  stay  to  help  us  nurse 
him }"  says  I  to  her,  and  she  putting  on 
her  shawl  to  go  out  of  the  house  .•^—"  I*m 
frighted  to  see  him,  (says  she)  and 
wouldn't,  nor  could'nt  stay  in  it — and 
what  use  ? — ^he  can't  last  fill  the  morning.'' 
With  that  she  ran  off. — There  was  none 
but  my  shister  and^  myself  left  near  him  of 
all  the  many  friends  he  had.  The  fever 
came  and  went,  and  came  and  went,  and 
lasted  five  days,  and  the  sixth  he  was 
sensible  for  a  few  minutes,  and  said  to 
me,  knowing  me  very  well — "  I'm  in 
burning    pain    all   within    side    of  me, 
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Thady,"— I  could  not  speak,  but  my 
shister  asked  him,  would  he  have  this 
thing  or  t'other  to  do  him  good'? — "  No, 
(says  he)  nothing  will  do  me  good  no 
more" — and  he  gave  a  terrible  screech 
with  the  torture  he  was  in-r-then  again  a 
minute's  ease — '^  brought  to  this  by  drink 
(says  he) — where  are  all  the  friends? — 
Where's  Judy  ? — Gone,  hey  ? — Aye,  Sir 
Condy  has  been  a  fool  all  his  days"— said 
he,  and  there  was  the  last  word  he  spoke, 
and  died.  He  had  but  a  very  poor  fune^ 
ral,  after  all. 

If  you  want  to  know  any  more,  I'm 
not  very  well  able  to  tell  you ;  but  my 
lady  Rackrent  did  not  die  as  was  ex- 
pected of  her,  but  was  only  disfigured  in 
the  face  eve^  after  by  the  fall  and  bruises 
she  got ;  ^nd  she  and  Jason,  immediately 
^fter  my  poor  master's  death,  set  about 
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going  to  law  about  that  jointure  5  the 
memorandum  not  being  on  stamped  pa- 
per, some  say  it  is  worth  nothing,  others 
again  it  may  do ;  others  say,  Jason  won't 
have  the  lands  at  any  rate — many  wishes 
it  so — for  my  part,  I'm  tired  wishing  for 
any  thing  in  this  world,  after  all  I've  seen 
in  it — but  1*11  say  nothing ;  it  would  be  a 
folly  to  be  getting  myself  ill  will  in  my 
old  age,  Jafon  did  not  marry,  nor  thinjc 
of  marrying  Judy,  as  I  prppliefied,  and  X 
am  not  forry  for  it — who  is  ? — ^As  for  al( 
I  have  here  set  down  from  nieinory  and 
hearsay  of  the  family,  there's  nothing  but 
truth  in  it  from  beginning  to  end,  that 
you  may  depend  upon,  for  whereas  the 
use  of  telling  lies  about  the  things  which 
every  body  knows  as  well  as  I  do  ? 

T^ie  Editor  ^ould  have  readily  made 

the 


y  Google 


(      181     ) 

jhe  catastrophe  of  Sir  Condy's  history  more 
dramatic  and  more  pathetic,  if  he  thought 
it  allowable  to  varnish  the  plain  round 
tale  of  faithful  Thady.  He  lays  it  before 
the  English  reader  as  a  specimen  of  man- 
ners and  characters,  which  are  perhaps 
unknown  in  England*.  Indeed  the  do- 
mestic habits  of  no  nation  in  Europe  were 
less  known  to  the  English  than  those  of 
their  sister  country,  till  within  these  few 
'years. 

Mr.  Young's  picture  of  Ireland,  in  his 
tour  through  that  country,  was  the  first 
faithful  portrait  of  its  inhabitants.  All 
the  features  in  the  foregoing  sketch  were 
taken  from  the  life,  and  they  are  charac- 
teristic of  that  mixture  of  quickness,  sim- 
plicity, cunning,  carelessness,  dissipation, 
disinterestedness,  shrewdness  and  blun- 
der, which  in  dijFerent  forms,  and  with 
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various  success,  has  been  brought  upon 
the  stage  or  delineated  in  novels. 

It  is  a  problem  of  difficult,  solution  to 
determine,  whether  an  Union  will  hasten 
or  retard  the  amelioration  of  this  country. 
The  few  gentlemen  of  education  who  now 
reside  in  this  country  will  resort  to  Eng- 
land: they  are  few,  bift'-they  are  ifi  ho- 
thing  inferior  to  men  of  the  isame  rank  in 
.  Great  Britain.  The  best  that  can  happen 
will  be  the  , introduction,  of  British  manu- 
fecturers.in  their  places. 

Did  the  Warwickshire  militia^-  who 
were  chiefly  artisans,  teach  the  Irish  to 
drink  beer,  or  did  they  learn  from  the 
Irish  to  drink  whiskey  ? 

ERRATUxVI.     Page  162.     For  by-^n^i/  to. 
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